
Dear Sir, 
      
I read in the press that you presented the Green Paper "Towards a Europe free from tobacco 
smoke: policy options at EU level" a short while ago. 
 
I like a bit of tobacco and will not let you treat me like a common criminal. For smokers and 
non-smokers to get on together, tolerance is what we need and not the rule-making frenzy of 
you Brussels bureaucrats. Apparently, smoking is still to be allowed in some Ministries and in 
the German Parliament, but Joe Bloggs has to abide by the law or else face fines.  
 
I am all for protecting young people from smoke and smoking, as I have two children myself, 
but why in the name of God do you not just do away with public vending machines. Specialist 
retailers would be happy to take on the responsibility of refusing to sell tobacco to minors. 
Every responsible citizen has known for years that smoking is not good for your health. 
Anything consumed to excess is unhealthy. But can you not finally start dealing with the real 
problems in the EU which are making our - the citizens' - life a daily Hell, such as the 
obsession that administrations and authorities have with regulations. The people who live off 
our taxes think up new taxes every day whilst also increasing their own pensions and 
allowances. Give us the "slim administration" you go on about and cut the number of civil 
servants rather than constantly creating more. That is too much for any budget nowadays. 
 
Act in the interests of all citizens for once, and let us decide for ourselves what is good and 
what is bad for us. That is what you were elected for. 
 
This principle of tolerance has worked well for decades even - and indeed especially - without 
government interference. It is only because you apparently have no sense of enjoyment that 
you want to stop me enjoying myself.  
 
How much further do you intend to go? What will you ban next? The odd glass of wine or 
beer? Chocolate or jelly babies? It is people like you who have long since ruined Europe for 
me.  
 
Stick to what you are supposed to do and leave me my pleasures!  
 
I look forward to hearing from you.  
  
Best regards 
 
 
Manfred Prinz, an EU adult with a sense of civic responsibility 
 
D-56203 Höhr-Grenzhausen 
 
papierstube@t-online.de 
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