
To all persons responsible for health and consumer protection: 

I very much welcome the European Commission's initiative to introduce uniform and 
comprehensive rules at EU level to protection the population from the dangers of smoking 
tobacco. 

(1) I consider that there is an urgent need to impose a total smoking ban, without any 
exemptions, in all enclosed public spaces throughout Europe: 

– it is only by means of strict and uniform rules that the population can be protected against 
passive smoking; 

– prevention measures such as uniform rules on a total smoking ban, coupled with a ban on 
advertising, a ban on the sale of tobacco products to minors, awareness-raising campaigns, 
and higher taxes on tobacco products, may help to prevent young people from getting hooked; 

– it is the only way to effectively protect all employees and workers in restaurants etc.; 

– differing rules may lead to competitive disadvantages; 

– a situation cannot be allowed in which health protection counts for more in one Member 
State than in another; 

– a blanket smoking ban will save a lot of money, is supported by doctors and health experts, 
and in Ireland, for example, it has been very much welcomed. Most people are in favour of 
such a step; 

– a uniform smoking ban will prevent gaps in the law and avoid ambiguities, it is the easiest 
option in terms of implementation, and it ensures a greater degree of equal treatment (in 
Germany, there appear to be 16 different sets of arrangements in the Länder, and there are 
still a number of issues which have not been settled, such as the definition of a pub and when 
smoking is permitted there). Only uniform rules at European level can put an end to the 
confusion as regards jurisdiction, and to legal loopholes. 

(2) Binding legal provisions are the only way to ensure that a satisfactory and uniform result 
can be achieved as quickly as possible. 

(3) Positive examples such as Ireland or Italy have shown what effect a ban has in economic 
and social terms. These results cannot be called into question. Studies by numerous cancer 
research centres (such as the DKFZ in Heidelberg) or the WHO looking at the risks associated 
with smoking and passive smoking call for action to be taken. The EU must lead the way 
here! 

(4) I welcome the European Commission's initiative and would like to see the introduction of 
binding legislation providing for a total ban on the smoking of tobacco in all public spaces 
throughout the EU before the end of the decade. 

Yours faithfully, 

Patrick Kast 
(Student)  



This paper represents the views of its author on the subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission 
and should not be relied upon as a statement of the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission 
does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. 




