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Towards a Europe free from tobacco smoke 

 
 

First of all, we would like to thank the Commission for the opportunity it has given the leisure 
and catering sector to participate, collaborate and voice its opinion on the Green Paper. 
 
We would accordingly like to point out that we in the sector support the approach taken in 
Section IV, a ban with exemptions granted to selected categories of venues. We would 
stress that the Tobacco Act (Ley del Tabaco) in force in Spain offers the choice between 
smoking and non-smoking areas for those premises with a surface area smaller than 100m2, 
and establishes the obligation to create compartmentalised spaces covering a maximum of 30% 
of the surface area for larger premises, whenever they choose to have a smoking section. 
  For this reason, and given the high safety requirements and levels of safety compliance of 
nightlife establishments in Spain, it is essential that the freedom for the establishment to choose 
whether or not to allow smoking on the premises prevail, given the impossibility of creating 
compartmentalised spaces and being able to guarantee the safety and evacuation of the public 
on these premises. 
 
However, we agree with improving ventilation systems, and we would propose — rather than 
penalty measures for the leisure and catering sector — action to raise awareness of the 
dangers of tobacco addiction among our users. 
 
  We should point out that Spain’s potential in terms of tourism and services is a reference 
for the rest of the world and is beyond comparison at European Union level. Now that the Act 
has been in application in Spain for over a year, our experience confirms our point of view, 
since there have been no complaints or criticisms from users of nightlife that would justify a 
total ban on smoking in the sector. 
 
We therefore suggest that the European Commission choose to maintain the “Status Quo”, 
and leave it to the Member States of the Union to exercise their right to decide on the adoption 
and measures of prohibition, in accordance with the cultural circumstances and differences of 
each country. 
 
 
FECALON is a federation representing nightlife operators in Catalonia, with more than 800 members, forming part of 
national associations such as ECO and recreational committees in the Spanish Hotel and Catering Federation 
(Federación Española de Hosteleria y Restauración, FEHR). 
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