
Questions

Which of the two approaches suggested in Section IV would be more 
desirable in terms of its scope for smoke-free initiative: a total ban on smoking 
in all enclosed public spaces and workplaces or a ban with exemptions 
granted to selected categories of venues? Please indicate the reason(s) for 
your choice.

NO: never a significant harm of secondary smoke was ever proved, not even 
in couples.

It was never tested at bar customers or waiters. not on long period enough 
anyway to find any correlation with serious deseases.

See: www.passiv-rauchen.de

We, the Austrian smokers network, are absolutely not interested in any kind of 
bans at all. If there has to be some, then certainly NOT in private venues like 
bars, restaurant, cafes, etc… The discrimination against smokers should be 
stopped in any case: no smokers “cabins” but smokers “lounges” in airports, 
train stations, workplaces, and public institutions, so that smokers are treated 
again with dignity.

In Ireland and Italy people smoke more than ever (2% more in Italy since the 
beginning of smoking bans), and the smuggling boomt in Ireland.

If Mr Kyprianou wishes to “help”, then invest the rest of the 72 millions Euros 
out of our taxes in paid cures for volonteers who would like to quit smoking.

It must absolutely be avoided to let Pfizer and Novartis make profits with the 
help of the EU.

The inhalators must be sold in every country, and Snus schould be allowed 
everywhere.

Which of the policy options described in Section V would be the most 
desirable and appropriate for promoting smoke-free environments? What form 
of EU intervention do you consider necessary to achieve the smoke-free 
objectives?

Mr Kyprianou has absolutely no competence for interventions in the legal 
purposes of the member countries as Mr Pöttering told him several times 
already. All citizens know that by now. If some smokers do not want to have 
confrontation with smokers, they should be separated from the smokers, but 
not through discrimination of smokers and the closure of bars.

Bars and retaurants are private places and the owners alone have to decide 
which public they want, and if they are allowed to smoke or not.

Most non smokers though do not see any problem. It would be extremely anti-
democratic to “protect” people against their wish.

Furthermore, the influence of Mr Kyprianou has been already negative 
enough, and already one pub out of ten has closed in Ireland. (12.000 
unemployed people more) 



People smoke more in Italy, and consume much more cocaine. 

In Norway and Sweden, they consume Snus.

Smokers at work are forced to work during hours without smoking (which 
doesn’ t reduce at all their general consumption, but discriminates them. 
Some employers now discriminate them when they go outside for a cigarette).

And we cannot accept at all that people who cannot walk outside to smoke, 
like in hospitals or in jails, even in hostels or retirement houses are forced to 
abstinence against their will, which is against the legislations of our countries. 
(One old man has been forgotten in a smokers court yard, froze and died)

Of course bar owners refuse that kind of dictature. And their customers too. 

Denmark: 10.000 Bar-owners and customers (the “Rygervalg”) held a 
demontration in Copenhagen on the 18th of March, collected over 60.000 
signatures, and the Danish also founded a smokers party, The “Rygerpartiet”.

The Austrians already got 101.500 signatures against smoking bans.

The Germans stopped the danger of a total smoking ban with the action “Rote 
Karte”

The Czech Republic refused the Smoking bans in bars and restaurants on the 
8th of February. 

The French are now also revolting. They will never accept the project of Mr de 
Villepin and are now expressing themselves within the Presidential Campaign. 
One of the organizations also has a trial at the European Court.

In Spain smokers came up with their solution through their action “Prohibido 
Prohibir”. 

The Irish, the Scotts and the other British smokers organizations have 10.000 
ds of signatures against smoking bans.

In Iceland, Bar owners are preparing an action in Court.

In Wales, a man has founded a Club in his garden, so he can run his own 
private “pub”.

Are there any further quantitative or qualitative data on the health, social or 
economic impact of smoke-free policies which should be taken into account?

Smoking helps against parkinson, depressions and suicide prevention

Yes: the ruin of the traditional bars and cafes, and the collapsing of the 
important social network represented by them, especially in the countryside. 
As well as the bars “around the corner”, which are an excellent solution 
against the drinking while driving.

The only “winners” are in the end the fast food groups (this has already 
happened in the US), which are not even an economic part of the European 
Union. (The same for the pharmaceutical industry: Pfizer and Novartis are not 



in the European Union).

What you have done is a catastrophy for the social peace within the 
population.

You provoked a scission that will be very difficult to calm down. We are lucky 
that the different health Ministers and Deputies finally understood that and are 
now trying to establish freedom again, creating spaces for smokers and 
tolerant smokers on one side, and for sensible non smokers on the other side. 
This is what the majority of the population wants. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the Green Paper?

Yes: Mr Kyprianou should start to work on his real tasks and do something to 
stop the discrimination of half of the population: the smokers.

We are also absolutely opposed to a regulation of the price of tobacco 
through the EU commission. This doesn't bring more taxes because people 
will anyway, always find the way to buy cheap tobacco. 

There was never a single death through “secondary smoke”. So this lie should 
be now stopped. 
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