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Cologne, 25th April 2OO7

Dear Madam, dear Sir,

We hereby transmit to you our comments on the Green Paper "Towards a Europe
free from tobacco smoke: policy options at EU level".

We would appreciate very much to be more involved in the further discussions with
the Commission's Services about this subject. The members of ETV are in close
contact with their clients including the HORECA sector.

Kind regards,

Peter Lind
Secretary General
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Green Paper from the European Gommission towards a Europe free from
tobacco smoke: policy options at EU level

The European Tobacco Wholesalers Association (E.T.V.) represents the interests of
tobacco wholesalers and vending-machine operators in Belgium, Germany, France,
lreland, ltaly, the Netherlands, Austria, Switzerland, Spain and the United Kingdom.

We would like to take this opportunity to respond to the above-mentioned publication
by the Commission (COM (207) 27 Final) as follows:

- Information rather than hysteria

"Exposure to tobacco smoke" (ETS) is one of many environmental hazards
confronting people in today's world of increasing industrialisation. The extent to which
exposure specifically to tobacco smoke is seriously damaging the health of the
human organism depends essentially on the concentration of smoke, on the duration
of the exposure and not least, on the pre-disposition of the individual. Since a
number of the toxins identified in tobacco smoke are also released into the
environment from other sources, and since certain illnesses can be ascribed to
various causes, it is - in purely methodological terms - not possible to make concrete
statistical statements on the instance of morbidity and mortality attributed exclusively
to tobacco smoke.

These critical remarks are not directed against the authors of the Green Paper, but
against the publications of various organisations and authors who inadmissibly draw
a direct correlation between exposure to tobacco smoke and a specific number of
illness or deaths. Although we do not deny that ETS carries a certain additional risk,
we regard it as irresponsible that the citizens of the Member States are being
unsettled to an unacceptable degree and that smokers are being discriminated.

Accordingly, we call upon the Commission,
to ensure that the continuing debate on
objective manner.

in its informing and coordinating capacity,
the impact of ETS is conducted in an

- European organs have already become active

The Green Paper rightly points out that the EU has already prompted various
reactions from Member States through its resolutions and recommendations on the
issue of ETS, such as the protection of non-smokers in public spaces, on public
transport or health and safety at the work place.

Incidentally, the political European institutions and the Member States are Party
States to the WHO Framework Convention of Tobacco Control (FCTC), which also
contains recommendations relating to ETS.
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Consequently the Commission has virtually exhausted the powers invested in it on
this issue.

- The Member States have already become active

Chapter lll of the Green Paper expressly states that all the Member States have
instituted partly statutory and partly recommended measures for curbing smoking and
thus for protecting non-smokers. The authors of the Green Paper refer to smoking
bans imposed in enclosed public areas and at the work place in virtually all Member
States. Mention is also made of legal stipulations and curbs on smoking in so-called
public institutions, such as hospitals, schools, administrative authorities, theatres,
cinemas and public transport. In addition, it should also be pointed out that a number
of Member States have imposed restrictions or smoking bans in the hotel and
catering industry; in other Member States the relevant legislative procedures have
already been instigated.

In several Member States, the application of modern ventilation technologies is
playing an increasing role in the improvement of air in indoor spaces, particularly in
the hotel and catering industry.

- Subsidiarity has proven successful

These developments clearly demonstrate that the awareness of the problem of ETS
in all Member States is not only present, but has been, and is still being, transtated
into concrete legal measures and recommendations at the respective national level.

The application of the principle of subsidiarity as the priority guideline for European
legislation in the treatment of the issue of ETS has consequently proven successful.
And no departure from this procedure should be made in the future. lt must be left to
each individual Member State to determine its own policy on the issue of smoking
bans/non-smoker protection, taking account not only of health, but also of political
and economic implications (HORECA, trade, service-sector), which did not find
sufficient consideration in this Green Paper.

Only in this way can it be assured that the freedom of choice of individual enterprises
and consumers is subject to a minimum degree of restriction and that, from a national
perspective, the appropriate measures taken by a Member State find a high degree
of acceptance among its citizens.

Cologne , 25th April 2OOT
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This paper represents the views of its author on the subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission 
and should not be relied upon as a statement of the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission 
does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. 




