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Dear Sir/ Madam, 
 
 
On the 30th of January 2007 the European Commission adopted a Green Paper 
entitled: “Towards a Europe free from tobacco smoke: policy options at European 
Union (EU) level” and launched a broad public consultation on how smoke-free 
environments can be promoted in the EU. The GITES (Groupement des Industries 
Europeennes du Tabac) supports this initiative from the European Commission 
whose objective is to improve the conditions of the indoor environment, to achieve 
positive effects on consumer health and consider that this is perfectly compatible with 
smoking. 
 
GITES member companies appreciate the opportunity to contribute to this 
consultation process and would like to respond to the questions raised in the 
mentioned Green Paper. 
 
 
1)  Which of the approaches suggested in Section IV would be more desirable 
in terms of its scope for a smoke-free initiative: a total ban on smoking in all 
enclosed public spaces and workplaces or a ban with exemptions granted to 
selected categories of premises? Please indicate the reason(s) for your choice.  
 
People, who frequent public places, whether it is for leisure or work, comprise 
individuals who consume tobacco products or do not, according to their own personal 
choice. We think, therefore, that the freedom smokers enjoy to purchase their 
products and consume them should be recognised and treated equally without 
bringing harm or risk to non-smokers who also frequent these places. 
            …/…
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This path has been followed simultaneously by a number of Member States when 
implementing their recent legislation, including various measures to reconcile 
smokers and non-smokers. Such exemptions have not been implemented by 
demagogy  nor due to pressure from the manufacturer’s lobby, but rather because 
the presence of smokers and non-smokers in the same room has been taken into 
consideration and organised according to the cultures and traditions in each Member 
State. 
 
For this reason, GITES supports the adoption of option 2. “Smoke Free Regulations 
with Exemptions”, which appears to us to be the most realistic and practical solution 
and seems to accommodate the legitimate interest of both smokers and non-smokers 
at the same time. 
 
We believe the following exemptions should be considered:   
 

In public places for leisure, it would be desirable that: 
 

� In large establishments, premises reserved for smokers should be 
provided.  
� In small establishments, with a useable area of less than 100m² for 
example, management should be free to choose whether the 
establishment is entirely smoking or entirely non-smoking. 
� In uncovered or partially open areas such as terraces, stadiums, interior 
courtyards, smoking zones should be permitted.  
� In hotels, a number of rooms should be reserved for smokers. 
 

 Moreover, in order to allow the evolution of social or private activities, it would 
be desirable for entertainment venues to be allowed to become private on a 
temporary basis, in order to hold meetings (cigar or pipe smokers clubs, for example) 
provided the access is allowed only for members of the group and persons invited by 
the organiser, assuming their condition of adults.   
  
 Since the notion of authorised service in smoking leisure environments varies 
in different States, it is worth recommending that only those who are willing can work 
in these places  
 
 In the workplace, smoking should also be allowed in: 
 

� premises where the public have no access, settled in an agreement 
between the management and staff representatives (including personal 
offices) 

…/… 
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� Specifically adapted premises, such as lounges, where organising work 
meetings and serving food would be banned. 

� Laboratories for research, development and testing of tobacco products 
to enable the continuation of existing activities to meet the necessary 
regulatory measures. 

 
In all other public places, the following exemptions should be introduced: 
  

� Prison: as far as is possible, smoking areas should be provided. 
� Psychiatric hospitals, care homes, retirement homes: there should be a 

provision for a smoking area. 
 
 
2) Which of the Policy options described in Section V would be more desirable 
and appropriate for promoting smoke-free environments? What form of EU 
intervention do you consider necessary to achieve the smoke-free objectives? 
 
For many years now, Member States have been conscious of the need to organise 
and improve the conditions in which smokers and non-smokers coexist. The 
information society is evolving. It is increasingly easy for experts to exchange and 
compare the many health studies carried out in the world. 
 
Moreover, technical progress and research for better individual living conditions have 
allowed enormous progress in terms of air quality improvements in both smoking and 
non-smoking areas. 
 
However, these advances have not yet been concluded and the development of new 
techniques brings ever more effective results. For this reason, we think that the 
mission of the EU must, first and foremost, be to coordinate and facilitate greater 
access to information and make it available to Member States. Sharing experiences 
and solutions put in place (best practice) must benefit all and allow for the individual 
liberties of smokers to be reconciled with those of non-smokers. 
 
To this end, the Commission could install, as laid out in the Green Paper, discussion 
platforms bringing together experts in each respective area (employee 
representatives, the Horeca sector, the tobacco industry, anti-smoking groups, health 
bodies etc.) 
 
 

…/… 
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Therefore, we believe that the most efficient policy option is a Commission or 
Council Recommendation as a result of the self-regulatory schemes among 
Members States -option 3)- and the common guidelines at European level adopted 
by stakeholders -option 2)-. 
 
 
 
At the end of this consultation phase and coordination, the Commission and the 
Council could issue guidelines to the Member States to improve their respective 
national legislation. 
 
 
3) Is there any further data which should be taken into account?  
 
Indoor air quality depends on the presence in high or low quantities of different 
pollutants that come from inside as well as outside the premises; products from car 
engines and heating systems, volatile organic compounds (such as cleaning fluids, 
perfumes etc.) material particles from construction and furniture (dust, fibreglass, 
asbestos etc) and bio-aerosols (like fungal spores, pollen, virus, bacteria, legionella, 
biocides etc).  
 
Indoor smoking areas that are isolated from the rest of the building and equipped with 
efficient filtration/ventilation systems contribute not only in improving internal air 
quality (eliminating any type of pollutant) but also to allow for a legal product, such as 
tobacco, to be consumed, avoiding at the same time exposing other persons to 
smoke.  
 
Although we are sure that it is practically impossible to eliminate all pollutants from 
the air (not only the components of cigarette smoke, but others also), the new 
filtration/ventilation systems that are already in the market guarantee to eliminate 
99.97% of the particles and gases that can be found in the air in enclosed premises. 
 
The risk of exposure, not only to tobacco products, is small, and of course infinitely 
lowers than what is allowed under the current levels and health and environmental 
directives. Indoor air quality could improve, which must be the sole objective of the 
Green Paper. 
 
 

…/… 
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In this sense, we are of the opinion that those technologies that contribute to 
reducing exposure to contaminants and to optimising indoor air quality improve 
health protection and must be considered seriously by the EU. 
 
 
(4) Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the Green Paper? 
 
With greater opportunities for travel within the EU, regulations and signs in the 
different national languages are often hard to understand. The Commission could 
recommend the use of a graphic logo which would be placed at the entry to smoking 
and non-smoking areas.  
 
 
In conclusion GITES reiterates its support for option 2 of the Green Paper, “smoke 
free regulations with exemptions”. We believe that our comments are a positive 
contribution to the consultation process and would like to engage in further 
discussion on this matter and its outcome. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
José Francisco Mateu Istúriz. 
GITES Chairman.   
 
  
 


