
From: Kelly Jeffreys [mailto:kjeffreys@rcgp.org.uk] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 03, 2007 10:29 AM
To: Coleman Tim
Cc: SANCO SMOKE FREE CONSULTATION
Subject: FW: EU Green Paper on smokefree options

Dear Dr Coleman,

Dr Baker has asked me to let you know that the College would be very happy to endorse this.

Kind regards,

Kelly

Kelly E. Jeffreys

Executive Assistant to the President & Honorary Secretary
...........................
Royal College of General Practitioners

From: Coleman Tim [mailto:Tim.Coleman@nottingham.ac.uk] 
Sent: 26 March 2007 16:47
To: Hon. Sec
Cc: Amanda Sandford
Subject: FW: EU Green Paper on smokefree options

Dear Dr Baker,

I’ve been asked by ASH if the RCGP would consider endorsing the ASH response 
to the EU Green Paper on Smokefree Europe (attached). There’s a detailed 
message from Amanda Sandford of ASH (below) but the crux of the matter is as 
follows.

ASH would like the EU to make ‘recommendations’ to member states’ 
governments concerning smoke free legislation rather than introducing a 
‘directive’ on this. Half of EU member states have either introduced smoke free 
legislation or have this planned and ASH believe that a recommendation will 
encourage countries with no legislation to introduce this. However, ASH also 
believe that, although compulsory, a directive would result in intensive lobbying 
by the tobacco and hospitality industries which could result in a weakening of 
existing legislation in member states and adoption of diluted, weaker laws in 
states which currently have no laws. 

If the College is happy to support this, then please could you reply to sanco-
smoke-free-consultation@ec.europa.eu by 1 May 2007?

Many thanks for considering this.

Best wishes

Tim

Tim
School of Community Health Sciences,
Division of Primary Care,
Queen's University Medical Centre,
Nottingham NG7 2UH,



England

Int uni ext 30204
Ext direct line 0115 8230204 
If no answer above try 0115 8230209 

email: tim.coleman@nottingham.ac.uk
fax: 0115 8230214

From: Amanda Sandford [mailto:Amanda.Sandford@ash.org.uk] 
Sent: 21 March 2007 10:32
To: Coleman Tim
Subject: EU Green Paper on smokefree options

Dear Tim

Thank you for enlisting the support of the RCGP for our 2007 Budget submission. This is 
much appreciated.

Deborah and I were wondering if you think you could get further support for our position on 
the EU Green Paper on smokefree environments which I attach.

We feel that it is important that the public health community develops a uniform view on the 
best way forward. Colleagues in the Smokefree Partnership, the European Heart Network, 
the European Cancer Leagues, the European Respiratory Society and the EPHA have 
collaborated to try to ensure a co-ordinated response and we have worked to ensure that our 
response dovetails with theirs. 

Responses should be sent to: sanco-smoke-free-consultation@ec.europa.eu by 1 May 2007. 
(Note the date on the consultation paper says 15th May but we understand that the deadline 
is actually 1 May.)

The Green Paper sets out a very clear justification for action to deal with secondhand smoke 
and includes a good overview of the health and economic evidence supporting action. 

The nub of the issue is whether the best course of action is legislative or not. Whilst there is a 
case to be made for a new Directive, we have concluded that a Recommendation is 
preferable as this is more likely to be achievable within a relatively short period of time. Whilst 
not binding, a Recommendation would give countries that have not yet implemented their 
own laws a framework for doing so. Given that around half of all Member States either have 
smokefree legislation already in place or are in the process of implementing laws, it could be 
counterproductive and superfluous for the EU to require Member States to implement EU 
legislation as well. There is also a danger that any EU draft legislation could be watered down 
as it passes through the parliamentary process which would provide ammunition for the 
tobacco industry to lobby Governments for weaker laws. Another point to bear in mind is that 
under the terms of the FCTC, Member States are already obliged to implement effective 
measures to provide for protection from secondhand smoke. 

We would welcome your thoughts on the above and on any other aspect of the consultation 
document. Please address queries/comments to either myself or Deborah. 

Kind regards

Amanda 

Amanda Sandford
Research Manager
ASH
102 Clifton Street
LONDON



EC2A 4HW
t 020 7739 5902
f 020 7613 0531



This paper represents the views of its author on the subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission 
and should not be relied upon as a statement of the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission 
does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. 




