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Comments from the German Pneumology Society on the European Commission’s 
Green Paper 

“Towards a Europe free from tobacco smoke: policy options at EU level” 
COM(2007) 27 final 

 
 
We welcome the European Commission’s intention, through its Green Paper, to continue 
the discussion on the content and strategy of a policy to provide protection against 
exposure to environmental tobacco smoke (ETS). 
 
The health risks resulting from exposure to tobacco smoke which are described in the 
Green Paper are scientifically proven and should not be played down. 
 
Already in 1998, the Senate Committee of the German Research Foundation, as part of an 
investigation of noxious work substances, classified tobacco smoke in the indoor 
environment as clearly carcinogenic. 
 
A study carried out on behalf of the German Cancer Research Centre concluded, on the 
basis of a conservative calculation, that every year at least 3 300 deaths are caused by 
passive smoking in Germany alone. 
 
Although Germany’s existing workplace regulations have brought improvements in 
protection against passive smoking, exemptions regrettably still apply to hospitality 
establishments, where there is a particular hazard. 
 
Following positive experiences with legislative measures to protect against passive 
smoking and with the activities of various German anti-smoking organisations, provisions 
are also expected to be introduced in Germany which will improve protection against 
passive smoking; however, in our opinion these will not go far enough. 
 
We therefore have special expectations of the EU in terms of ensuring uniform EU-wide 
rules which will also apply to Germany. 
 
 
We would like to answer the questions as follows: 
 
1) We are strongly in favour of Section IV’s approach No 1 without any exemptions, as 
exemptions harbour a danger that protection will be seriously compromised. 
 



 DGP 
 DEUTSCHE GESELLSCHAFT 
 FÜR PNEUMOLOGIE UND 
 BEATMUNGSMEDIZIN e.V. 
  

Prof. Dr. M. Pfeifer · Klinik Donaustauf · Ludwigstraße 68 · 93093 Donaustauf 

   

 Prof. Dr. D. Köhler Prof. Dr. H. Teschler Prof. Dr. M. Pfeifer Dr. O. Karg 
 Präsident Stellv. Präsident Geschäftsführer Schatzmeisterin 
 
Geschäftsstelle der Deutschen Gesellschaft für Pneumologie und Beatmungsmedizin e.V. 
Postfach 1237 · 59355 Werne · Telefon 02389/527527 · Fax 02389/527522 · info@pneumologie.de · www.pneumologie.de 
 
Vereinsregister-Nr. beim Vereinsregister Marburg/Lahn: VR 622 
 
Bankverbindung: Deutsche Bank · 66421 Homburg/Saar · BLZ 590 700 70 · Konto-Nr. 521 221 200 

Employees in hospitality establishments should not be expected to serve customers in 
smoking rooms. 
 
What should also not be underestimated is the example set to young people and children 
by the introduction of comprehensive protection against passive smoking. 
 
2) Out of the policy options described in Section V, we are strongly in favour of No 5, 
as it has been found in Germany that voluntary agreements do not succeed. 
 
3) Reliable data on health, social and economic impacts have been collected by the 
German Cancer Research Centre and clearly reflect the substantial health damage 
caused by passive smoking. 
 
Germany’s population has become much more willing to accept uniform rules, with more 
than two thirds of the population (not just non-smokers) in favour. 
 
Recent publications from Norway, Scotland and Ireland reveal a marked improvement as 
regards the health effects of passive smoking in hospitality establishments in the short 
time that a general ban has been in force. It is clear that damage to health can be 
prevented. 
 
According to the reports available from these countries, and also from Italy, there have not 
been any significant adverse economic effects in practice. 
 
4) As in most cases smoking is an addiction, we would like to suggest that employees 
who smoke should also be offered appropriate help with stopping. 
 
 
 
Professor Dr Michael Pfeifer  
Director, German Pneumology Society 
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