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To the European Commission 
Health and Consumer Protection Directorate-General 
 
 
The Association for Nonsmokers’ Rights, UK, (a member organization of the European 
Union of Nonsmokers) heartily supports the Green Paper, Towards a Europe free from 
tobacco smoke: policy options at EU level. 
 
We at ANSR urge the Commission to introduce the strongest and most comprehensive 
legislation possible.  We believe that the principle behind the adoption of a fully 
comprehensive directive must be that everyone has a right to live and work in an 
environment that is as clean and healthy as possible.   
 
We feel that Europe-wide legislation should embrace every kind of workplace, including 
those in the hospitality sector, as well as leisure centres, both indoor and outdoor.  
Smoke-free places should include telephone booths, bus shelters, entrances to shopping 
malls – anywhere, indeed, where people have to go in the course of normal daily life. 
Parks and beaches should be considered for inclusion in any list of smoke-free areas. 
 
Prisons should be included, since they are workplaces and since prisoners have the right 
to a healthy environment.  We think that the exceptions suggested (specially designated 
smoking rooms) for psychiatric hospitals and long-stay nursing homes should be acted on 
only if no one working in this kind of place will have to come into contact with tobacco 
smoke or its residues and only if it proves to be impossible to make the entire premises 
smoke-free. 
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Workers who act as ‘home help’ carers for the elderly or the disabled should be taken 
into account and legislation extended to protect them when they work in private homes. 
 
The protection of children from exposure to tobacco smoke is a matter of priority for 
ANSR.  Legislation on behalf of children in their own homes should be considered.   
 
Smoking should also be outlawed in private cars and other vehicles, for reasons of road 
safety as well of health. 
 
We look forward to seeing further progress in Europe in this area. 
 
 
Margaret Whidden 
Secretary, Association for Nonsmokers’ Rights, UK      
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