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Re. Meeting of experts of the Slovenian Coalition for Tobacco Control 
(SZTK) 
(Center Europa, Dalmatinova 4, Ljubljana, 22.2.2007 at 16.00; with the 
participation of representatives of NGOs and a representative of the 
European Commission) 

Subject: Towards a Europe without tobacco smoke: policy options at EU level 
(public consultation on the best way of promoting tobacco-free 
environments in the EU, gathering of views on measures to limit passive 
smoking, proposals of the European Commission) 

 

POSITION AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SLOVENIAN COALITION FOR 
TOBACCO CONTROL (agreement with the recommendations of the European 
Commission and additional initiatives of the SZTK) 

1. do further work to improve the quality of air in enclosed spaces, at workplaces, in 
restaurants and bars and on public transport, and consider legal mechanisms and 
initiatives to promote health in the EU; 

2. make further efforts to promote a tobacco-free lifestyle, especially among young 
people; 

3. emphasize the danger of passive smoking, since exposure to tobacco smoke causes 
death, disease and disability; 

4. establish a system for promoting a tobacco-free lifestyle at home! — 
recommendation of the SZTK; 

5. propose the use of part of the resources generated by taxes on cigarettes (excise 
duty and VAT), which make up only 1–5% of the entire budget of the state, to 
carry out programmes to encourage a tobacco-free lifestyle, conduct early 
diagnosis and ensure more successful treatment of disease caused by smoking 
— recommendation of the SZTK; 

6. support a smoking-ban policy that raises people’s awareness and helps to ensure that 
smoking is no longer considered to be something normal in society by means of 
smoking-cessation programmes, measures to discourage children and young people 
from smoking and protection against passive smoking; 

7. support awareness-raising campaigns focused on the right to smoke-free air, the 
danger of passive smoking and the availability of smoking-cessation treatments; 

8. support and expand the opportunities for research to show that a complete ban on 
smoking has no negative economic effects; 

9. spread the message that it is not possible to remove tobacco smoke completely by 
ventilation; 

10. support information and education campaigns and networking initiatives; 
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11. establish the bases for bringing together civil society, economic operators and 
representatives of the EU institutions, the Member States and international 
organisations; 

12. share experience and best practice on establishing policies for banning smoking and 
aspects of national action plans for reducing exposure to environmental tobacco 
smoke in the Member States; 

13. monitor and assess by annual reports from the Member States; 

14. support the adoption of national legislation on banning smoking and eliminating 
passive smoking in Europe; 

15. include environmental tobacco smoke in the scope of the Directive on carcinogenic 
and mutagenic substances. 

 

QUESTIONS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

1. Which approach would be more desirable in terms of a ban on smoking: a total ban 
on smoking in all enclosed public spaces and workplaces or a ban with 
exemptions granted to selected categories of venues? Please indicate the reason(s) 
for your choice. 

We support a total ban on smoking in all public spaces and workplaces because people 
understand a total ban better and comply with such a ban more fully and because it can 
be verified. 

2. Which of the policy options would be most desirable and appropriate for promoting 
smoke-free environments? What form of EU intervention do you consider necessary 
to achieve the smoke-free objectives? 

The classification of environmental tobacco smoke as a carcinogenic substance and its 
inclusion in the scope of the Directive on carcinogenic and mutagenic substances. This 
means amending the Directive on dangerous substances. 

3. Are there any further quantitative or qualitative data on the health, social or 
economic impact of smoke-free policies which should be taken into account?  

The health and economic indicators of Italy and Ireland are sufficiently persuasive for us 
to take them into account. Under the auspices of the European Network for Smoking 
Prevention, Ireland carried out a socio-economic and health study whose results can be 
used by us and all the Member States. 

4. Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the Green Paper?  

If the European Parliament adopted a no-smoking policy for MEPs, this would set the 
example to all other parliaments in the EU. We agree with all the proposals made by the 
European Network for Smoking Prevention (ENSP). 

The meeting of experts was closed at 17.00 with the agreement of the members of the 
SZTK to send the answers to the European Commission by the agreed deadline. 
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Document drawn up by Mihaela Lovše 



This paper represents the views of its author on the subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission 
and should not be relied upon as a statement of the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission 
does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. 




