
GREEN PAPER 
 

 Towards a Europe free from tobacco smoke: policy options at EU level 
 
 

The INWAT-España Driving Group has reached a consensus on the following 
reasoned responses to the questions raised in relation to the drafting of a European  
law against tobacco. 
 
Question: 
 

1. Which of the two approaches suggested in Section IV would be more 
desirable in terms of its scope for smoke-free initiative: a total ban on smoking 
in all enclosed public spaces and workplaces or a ban with exemptions 
granted to selected categories of venues?? 

 
Response: 
 
Total ban. 
 
A total ban on smoking in all public spaces and in enclosed workplaces would 
afford a large part of the population protection against second-hand smoke. 
The option of smoker areas should also be abolished. 
    
Our reasons for calling for a total ban are the following: 
 
- Achieving smoke-free spaces for all workers, without socio-economic or 

sectoral discrimination, avoiding the situations which currently arise in 
some sectors like hospitality, where most posts are held by women on 
lower wages than males. 

- Avoiding the possibility of legal divisions in the application of the restriction 
if it is not total. 

- Avoiding possible inequalities within a single territory if a partial restriction 
is applied 

 
Question: 
 

2. Which of the policy options described in Section V would be the most 
desirable and appropriate for promoting smoke-free environments? What form 
of EU intervention do you consider necessary to achieve the smoke-free 
objectives? 

 
Response: 
 
Binding legislation. 
 
We consider binding legislation the best means of achieving health for 
everyone in Europe, a fundamental human right reiterated in the Declaration of 
Alma-Ata, achieving a fairer society and promoting a Europe of equalities, at 
the same time as avoiding putting at a disadvantage counties with reluctant 



governments with other priorities on their political agendas which could 
become the “ashtray” countries of Europe.  
 
Bearing in mind the diversity of current tobacco control legislation, definite 
timescales (the same ones for everyone) would have to be laid down for 
implementing it. 
 

Question: 
 

3. Are there any further quantitative or qualitative data on the health, social or 
economic impact of smoke-free policies which should be taken into account?. 

 
Response: 
 
We enclose the report Second-hand Smoke and Women in Europe drawn up 
by INWAT-Europe, which shows that women are unequally affected by 
second-hand smoke both at home and in public places. 
 

 
Question: 
 

4. Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the Green Paper?. 
 

We stress the need no to include smoking areas in legislation, with a total ban 
on smoking, given that, in addition to the cost and difficulties entailed in 
creating them, they are discriminatory in terms of the protecting the workers 
who have to go in to clean them from second-hand smoke. 
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