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Opinion of the Forum Rauchfrei (Smoke-Free Forum) to the Green 
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The Forum Rauchfrei, a politically active NGO which campaigns against smoking, considers the 
Green Paper to be well structured, well argued and very helpful, as long as the national will to 
implement it exists. 
However, the current German Government does not appear to have this will, as the Bundestag 
adopted a law on the dangers of passive smoking on 25 May 2007 without taking into account the 
almost unanimous criticisms of the experts in the advance hearing or amending the law on workplaces 
so as to prohibit smoking at the workplace outside State institutions and regardless of the nature of the 
workplace. 
The rules proposed by individual Länder, including Berlin, to protect non-smokers, also permit various 
exceptions, thus placing many workers at a disadvantage at the workplace in terms of their exposure 
to smoke. 

The current timidity of the Government is the result of successful lobbying by the tobacco industry in 
Germany: 

• The close relationship between the tobacco industry and politicians can be demonstrated by 
something that happened last year. On the occasion of the initial negotiations between the 
coalition partners on a law to protection non-smokers, a paper was circulated that was 
identical (including the spelling mistakes!) to a paper published by the Association of the 
German Cigarette Industry. 

• Every year, the tobacco industry organises a number of discussions and events. These 
"discussion events", "parliamentary evenings", "twilight events", "Spree discussions" and 
"spring parties" serve to forge links between the tobacco industry and politicians. Recently, on 
22 March this year, 350 representatives of the press, business and politics accepted an 
invitation to the Reemtsma "Liberty Award“, including 37 members of the Bundestag. 

• Only some donations are officially acknowledged. For example, the Bundestag published a 
figure of EUR 247 220 in party donations from the tobacco industry for the period 2001 - 2004. 

• However, these published figures do not include donations of less than EUR 10 000. There 
are many examples of politicians being influenced by gifts below this EUR 10 000 threshold. 
For example, every year, the tobacco industry donated EUR 4 500 to the Representation of 
Lower Saxony in Brussels for a green kale dinner and an asparagus dinner. 

• Another way in which the tobacco industry curries favour is by way of advertising. For 
example, the party journal of the Social Democratic Party (SPD), "Vorwärts", received 
EUR 90 000 in 2006 for running tobacco industry advertisements. 

• So far in 2007, the tobacco industry has had three full-page and one smaller advertisement 
printed in "Vorwärts". As Directive 2003/33/EC came into force in December 2006, these are 
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clearly examples of the law being broken. British American Tobacco tried in May 2007, with a 
full-page advertisement in "Vorwärts", to influence SPD members by claiming that "improved 
air quality through technical solutions" could solve the problem of passive smoking in cafes and 
restaurants. The same month saw a non-smoking law which permits smoking rooms in public 
establishments adopted in the Bundestag by a large majority. 

In the light of the above, we take the view that only compulsory EU legislation will be enough to 
ensure that, over the mid to long term, the laws in Germany are amended so as to achieve the same 
European standards of protection for non-smokers as has already been achieved in some other 
Member States. 
We therefore call for binding legislation, as set out in Chapter V(5) of the Green Paper. This legislation 
must make all publicly accessible enclosed spaces and workplaces smoke-free and ensure that, 
outdoors too, smoke-free air is available in crowded situations where it is difficult or impossible for 
non-smokers to 'escape'. It should be incorporated as soon as possible in an EU Directive containing 
binding rules on minimum standards. 
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