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Smoke Free Norfolk Alliance response to EU Green Paper.   
Towards a Europe free from tobacco smoke : Policy options at EU level 

 
 
  
The Norfolk Tobacco Control Alliance (Smoke Free Norfolk) welcomes the opportunity 
comment on the above proposals. 
 

 About Smoke Free Norfolk: 
 

Smoke Free Norfolk is an alliance of partners promoting tobacco control measures throughout 
the county of Norfolk in England.  The Alliance has been operational since 2001 and has 
implemented a number of projects and initiatives to address tobacco control issues.  Our 
current focus is on assisting the private sector, public sector and voluntary/community sector 
prepare for the implementation of Smoke Free law on 01 July 2007 in England.  Our members 
represent a number of agencies, including: NHS Primary Care Trusts, local authority 
environmental health departments, other NHS Trusts, Healthy Norfolk Schools, local authority 
Children’s Services and Trading Standards, HM Customs and Revenue and others.  Currently 
there are about 25 member representatives. 

 
 Question 1 – Smoke Free Norfolk Response: 

 
Smoke Free Norfolk unreservedly believes that a total ban on smoking in all enclosed 
workplaces and public places is the best policy.  The evidence is indisputable that partial or 
voluntary approaches do not work, that smoke free laws are popular with all sectors of the 
public, that they work, are good for personal and public health and good for local economies.  
Evidence from the UK alone is sufficient to substantiate this. 

 
 Question 2 – Smoke Free Norfolk Response: 

 
Given the options available in relation to the mechanisms by which the EU operates, Smoke 
Free Norfolk supports Option 4 – a Commission or Council recommendation of best practice 
as a minimum standard to achieve smoke free objectives.  It is unfortunate that the EU is 
unlikely to have the necessary consensus and commitment to drive through the strongest 
option of EU legislation with new legally binding directives. 

 
 Question 3 – None Known. 

 
 Question 4 – Smoke Free Norfolk Response: 

 
We note that the EU has not provided leadership by example to the people of Europe in terms 
of smoke free policies within its own premises and complying with the relevant provisions of 
the Framework Convention of Tobacco Control. 

 
We also note that the EU undermines its own position by continuing to provide subsidy 
support to tobacco growers in Europe – this process should be swiftly phased out.  It is 
unfortunate that in these respects the EU as an institution is very much a ‘follower’ and not a 
‘leader’ in achieving tobacco control objectives. 
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