
Letter from: Mr Helmut Hirt  
Member of the Provincial Administration for Health, Hospitals and 
Personnel  
Province of Styria 
 

Date:  Graz, 31 May 2007 
 
To:  Unit C6 – Health measures 

Directorate-General for Health and Consumer Protection 
European Commission 
B-1040 Brussels 
 

Subject: EU Green Paper 
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Please find below our responses to questions 1 to 4 (page 22) of the Green Paper 
"Towards a Europe free from tobacco smoke: policy options at EU level": 

Question 1: 

In the opinion of the Landesrat für Gesundheit (provincial administration for health) in 
Styria, the most effective way to provide protection from passive smoking is a total ban 
on smoking in all public buildings, means of transport and in all workplaces. 

The Styrian Parliament has also voiced its support for comprehensive protection for non-
smokers: 

In three unanimous decisions (four political parties) of 18 December 2006, the Austrian 
Government was called upon to: 

- implement a general smoking ban in hospitality venues; 

- implement a general smoking ban in petrol stations in which drinks are served and 
consumed and also in traditional wine taverns; 

- enact a general smoking ban at all events open to the public which do not take place 
outdoors. 

The Landesrat für Gesundheit considers that only such a comprehensive smoking ban 
can protect non-smokers and ultimately lead to a decrease in the prevalence of smoking. 

Any exemptions (e.g. smoking rooms) must be as strict as possible and employees must 
be ensured maximum protection, including in the catering industry. 

According to the latest data in Styria, 75% of its adult population over the age of 15 do 
not smoke. That is a clear and large majority. 

 

Question 2: 

Although the individual EU Member States have different cultural traditions, people all 
suffer equally from the effects of smoking. EU-wide regulation would therefore appear to 



be the most appropriate policy option in this case – it would also help to avoid any 
prejudice caused by differing legal provisions. 

In view of the above, the Styrian health administration considers proposal 5 ("Binding 
legislation ") to be the most appropriate option. 

As EU-wide regulation may be difficult to implement or feasible only in the long-term, a 
step-by-step procedure could be adopted to achieve the final objective. 

On the other hand, options 1 and 2 ("No change from the status quo" and "Voluntary 
measures") are unsuitable and their implementation should not be further pursued. 

Strategy option 3 ("Open method of coordination") can constitute a first step towards the 
development of common awareness in the Member States, but it would be much more 
effective and efficient to start immediately with option 4 ("Council Recommendation"). 
Such a Recommendation could be evaluated after a certain period of time and, if its 
provisions have not been transposed, common legislation could then be introduced. 

Question 3: 

In Styria, we do not know of any more recent data. 

Question 4: 

As regards health policy, it is only through a common EU approach that we can achieve 
the goal of more people giving up smoking and fewer people starting to smoke. 

The protection of non-smokers and help with giving up smoking must be further 
improved and developed all over Europe. This means that consideration could also be 
given to joint stop-smoking programmes. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Helmut Hirt 



This paper represents the views of its author on the subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission 
and should not be relied upon as a statement of the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission 
does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. 




