
Latvia’s opinion on the Commission questions in Green Paper - Towards a Europe free 
from tobacco smoke: policy options at EU level 

 

Questions: 

 
1) Which of the two approaches suggested in Section IV would be more desirable in terms of its 
scope for smoke-free initiative: a total ban on smoking in all enclosed public spaces and 
workplaces or a ban with exemptions granted to selected categories of venues? Please indicate 
the reason(s) for your choice. 

 

Latvia supports a total ban on smoking in all enclosed public spaces and workplaces. This 
approach is most suitable for effective protection from ETS exposure.  The total ban on smoking 
will protect the health of the non-smokers more effectively and will ensure healthier smoke - free 
environment. Diminished direct and indirect costs related to the use of tobacco products are 
another advantage of the total ban.   

 

2) Which of the policy options described in Section V would be the most desirable and 
appropriate for promoting smoke-free environments? What form of EU intervention do you 
consider necessary to achieve the smoke-free objectives? 

 

From our point of view the most desirable and appropriate policy option for promoting smoke-
free environments is a combination of open method of coordination, Council or Commission 
recommendations and binding regulation. The best practice from other Member States and 
recommendations of Commission or Council would be a useful tool to achieve better results but 
there must be compulsory basic requirements at the EU level.  

 

3) Are there any further quantitative or qualitative data on the health, social or economic impact 
of smoke-free policies which should be taken into account?  

 

Latvia considers that the Green Paper is well-founded and we have no further data to be taken 
into account. 

 

4) Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the Green Paper?           

 

Latvia does not have any further comments or suggestions on the Green Paper. 



This paper represents the views of its author on the subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission 
and should not be relied upon as a statement of the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission 
does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. 




