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CONCERNING THE GREEN BOOK ON “TOWARDS A EUROPE FREE 
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______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Question 1 
 
Which of the two focuses proposed in Section IV would it be preferable to use 
within the framework of a smoke-free environment initiative: totally prohibiting 
smoking in all indoor workplaces and public establishments or a prohibition with 
exceptions for certain types of places? 
 

We consider the most appropriate option to be that of totally prohibiting 
smoking inside all public establishments and at workplaces. This is the only measure 
which would ensure reducing exposure to environmental tobacco smoke to a greater 
degree and would especially safeguard the working population in the hotel, restaurant, 
bar and leisure time entertainment sector, who withstand the highest concentrations of 
tobacco smoke in their working environment. This is likewise the measure which would 
remarkably contribute to making smoking less of a standard practice among the 
population, would remarkably encourage a greater number of attempts to quit smoking 
among current smokers and would aid in decreasing the number of those taking up 
smoking again after quitting due to the existence of an environment encouraging non-
smoking. 

 
Lastly, a total prohibition would favor compliance with the law on not setting 

out situations leading to doubts as to interpretation, and there would be no possibility on 
the part of the different administrations and organizations representing the economic 
interests of the sectors involved of making intentionally biased interpretations which 
might undermine the law. 

 
Spain’s experience with Law 28/2005 on health measures related to the smoking 

habit and regulating tobacco product sale, supply, consumption and advertising - one 
year following the enactment thereof – has shown the hotel, restaurant, bar and leisure 
time entertainment sectors to be the sectors in which the greatest number of violations 
and misinterpretations of the law and the majority of the reported violations are focused. 
 
Question 2 

 
Which of the strategy-related options described in Section V would be more highly 
desirable and more appropriate for achieving smoke-free environments? What 
type of European Union intervention is deemed necessary for achieving the anti-
smoking objectives? 

 
We consider the most appropriate option to be that of adopting binding 

legislative measures (Directives), modifying the currently-existing measures on health 



and safety at the workplace so that they would be applied to all workplaces, combined 
with other accompanying measures (Commission or Council recommendations, etc.). 
 
Question 3 
 
Should other quantitative or qualitative data on the healthcare-related, social or 
economic effects of the anti-tobacco policies to be taken into account? 

 
More qualitative studies should be conducted on the effects of the anti-tobacco 

policies and the gender perspective integrated into all of these studies. 
 

Would you like to add any further comments or suggestions regarding this Green Book? 
 
 We would like to congratulate the European Commission on this initiative. 

 
 

Madrid – February 16, 2007 
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