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Subject: Reply from the Danish government to the Commission’s Green 
Paper “Towards a Europe free from tobacco smoke: policy options 
at EU level” (COM(2007) 27) 

The Danish government finds it positive that the Commission, through its Green Paper, 
has initiated a public debate on how best to promote smoke-free environments in Europe. 
It also feels that the Green Paper covers a whole series of relevant circumstances with 
reference to the consequences of passive smoking as well as the advantages and 
disadvantages of smoking bans with broader or more restricted scopes. On the whole, the 
Green Paper covers many relevant and topical questions in relation to promoting smoke-
free environments. 

In the Green Paper the Commission invites Member States and other interested parties to 
submit their comments on the issues raised in the Green Paper and to put forward their 
points of view on the most appropriate measures at EU level to combat passive smoking. 

With a view to expanding smoke-free environments, the Danish government made 2005 
a year of broad public debate on smoking rules, smoke-free environments and passive 
smoking. The government felt it was important to hold a public debate on how smoke-
free environments can best be expanded and how respect for and compliance with the 
rules on smoke-free environments can best be ensured. 

As regards the scope of smoking bans, the Danish government prefers the less restrictive 
approach — in other words a general smoking ban in workplaces, enclosed public spaces, 
means of transport and hospitality venues, with various possibilities for exemptions. 

The government’s viewpoint is reflected in the Smoke-Free Environments Act, which 
was recently adopted by the Danish Parliament and will enter into force on 15 August 
2007. The purpose of the Act is to expand smoke-free environments in order to prevent 
the harmful effects on health of passive smoking and stop people from being exposed to 
passive smoking against their will. 

The Act applies to all public and private sector workplaces, institutions and schools for 
children and young people, other education establishments, indoor premises to which the 
public has access (public spaces), public transport, taxis, passenger vessels and 
hospitality venues. The general rule is that smoking will not be allowed indoors in these 
places. The individual workplace, municipal council etc. is required to ensure on-the-spot 
implementation of the Act, including introduction of more restrictive rules or application 
of exemptions under the Act. 
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The Act contains a whole series of exemptions. It is generally permissible to establish 
smoking booths or smoking rooms in workplaces, education establishments, public 
spaces and hospitality venues, etc. There are also various exemptions: premises serving 
as a workplace for one person, small hospitality premises with a licence to serve alcohol, 
and serving areas less than 40 m² in size etc.; workshops for socially excluded persons; 
accommodation or rooms for residents of nursing homes etc. 

Taking account of developments in this field, the Act will be reviewed and assessed 
when it has been in force for three years. 

Concerning possible initiatives at Community level with a view to promoting smoke-free 
environments in the EU Member States, the Danish government feels that measures 
designed to limit passive smoking and promote smoke-free environments should as a 
general rule be based on Member States’ own national and cultural backgrounds and 
traditions. It is therefore sceptical about initiatives to introduce binding Community 
legislation on the promotion of smoke-free environments. 

On the other hand, the government is open to a higher level of voluntary cooperation at 
European level. This could, for example, take the form of exchanges of experience and 
best practices between Member States with a view to promoting smoke-free 
environments and other activities designed to support Member States’ national strategies 
and policies. Cooperation of this type, in the government’s opinion, can also be 
combined with voluntary measures as referred to in the Green Paper. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Claus Grube 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 



This paper represents the views of its author on the subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission 
and should not be relied upon as a statement of the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission 
does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. 




