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         Services for children and adolescents with mental disorders vary widely across the 
globe.  The notion of a continuum of services is too often a fantasy in even the wealthiest 
of countries.  In Europe services also vary depending on the income level of a country 
and the availability of appropriately trained individuals. Fragmented services are too 
often the norm. 
         The WHO ATLAS project has documented the lack of trained child and adolescent 
mental health providers and the absence of appropriate policies for care.  Compounding 
the lack of availability of qualified providers is the rapidly changing system for the 
financing and organization of services throughout the world including Europe. The 
introduction of managed care and insurance, both Western industrialized society concepts, 
has too often had a negative effect on existing adequate service systems. These 
management mechanisms have led to a distortion of service systems, a weakening of the 
public sector, and reduced access. 
         Key issues for the development of services for children and adolescents with mental 
disorders and those at risk are: (1)  the virtual absence of policy to support and guide 
service implementation, (2) the lack of trained individuals to provide needed services, 
and (3) the failure to recognize the need to support "rational" care, that is, care not unduly 
influenced by pharmacological approaches or other approaches in the absence of 
adequate diagnosis and evaluation and the utilization of known effective treatments. 
         A need exists for the expansion and enforcement of UEMS guidelines for training 
coupled with the creation of innovative training and re-training programs. "Rational" care 
needs to be supported by country level policy development that will encourage the 
development of inclusive, destigmatizing care in communities.  The financing and 
oversight of services must insure a level of support that will enable the pursuit of 
education and vocational training to avoid future costs to society, the family and the 
individual. 
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