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European
Commission structure

1)Commission Communication 2006
(‘EU strategy’)

2)European Alcohol & Health Forum
3)Committe on National Alcohol Policy 

and Action
4)role for Committee on Data 

Collection, Indicators and Definitions
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Alcohol Communication
2006

Communication “An EU strategy to support 
Member States in reducing alcohol related 
harm” adopted by the Commission 24 October 
2006
response to request of Health Ministers 
(Council Recommendation 2001, Council 
Conclusions 2001 & 2004)
main objective is to support Member States in 
reducing alcohol related harm
addresses the adverse health effects of 
harmful & hazardous alcohol consumption
led to Council Conclusions + Resolutions / 
Reports from EP, ECOSOC, CoR
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Alcohol Communication
2006

Goals:
1) Protect young people, children and the unborn 

child
2) Reduce injuries and deaths from alcohol-related 

road traffic accidents
3) Prevent alcohol-related harm among adults and 

reduce the negative impact on the workplace
4) Inform, educate and raise awareness on the 

impact of harmful and hazardous alcohol 
consumption, and on appropriate consumption 
patterns

5) Develop, support and maintain a common 
evidence base
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Implementing the Commission Communication

European 
Alcohol 

and 
Health 
Forum

Committee 
on

National 
Alcohol 

Policy and 
Action

H
ealth in other policies

Committee 
on

Data 
Collection, 
Indicators 

and 
Definitions

Health in 
other 

policies

• composed of Member State 
representatives and experts, 
and of observers including 
WHO
• main objective: further 
coordinate government-driven 
policies aimed at reducing 
alcohol harm at national and 
local level, building on good 
practice identified in 
Commission’s Strategy
• review national and regional 
alcohol policy development in 
the light of the strategy 
outlined in the Commission’s 
Communication, with a view to 
disseminating best practice 
across the EU
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European
Alcohol and Health Forum

overall objective:
provide common platform for all 
interested stakeholders at EU level 
willing to step up actions aimed at 
reducing alcohol harm

main areas to be addressed:
under age drinking
information on effect of harmful drinking
responsible drinking/promote 
behavioural changes
consumer information
commercial communication
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European Alcohol and
Health Forum: participants

observers: WHOobservers: WHO, EU , EU 
Institutions, Institutions, MemberMember States, States, 

IOVWIOVW

advertisersadvertisers, , broadcastersbroadcasters, , 
publisherspublishers, , otherother mediamedia

Other
Commission 

services

consumer and consumer and healthhealth NGOsNGOs,,
medicalmedical professionsprofessions

alcoholalcohol producersproducers, , wholesalerswholesalers, , 
retailersretailers, , catererscaterers, , insurersinsurers

European European 
AlcoholAlcohol and and 

HealthHealth
ForumForum
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European Alcohol and Health
Forum: commitments

members formally and publicly commit to 
concrete action (“commitment”)
commitments to indicate level of relevant 
current activities as baseline
members to devote increasing level of effort 
beyond baseline to commitments
commitments to indicate measurable 
objectives
all commitments, including reporting on 
monitoring/implementation,  feed into 
public data base
102 commitments received so far
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European Alcohol and
Health Forum: setup

European European AlcoholAlcohol and and HealthHealth ForumForum

Open Open 
ForumForum

Science Science 
GroupGroup

Task Force on
youth-specific 

aspects of alcohol

Task Force on 
Marketing 

Communication

Plenary 
Session • 2 meetings per year

• chaired by 
Commission
• all members and 
observers

• purpose: give 
interested non-member 
bodies and 
organisations from the 
EU and beyond an 
occasion to follow work 
of the Forum + 
contribute 
• open to all interested 
parties
• general debate
• meets 1x/year, ½ - 1 
day, linked to plenary 
meeting

• examine trends and drivers in 
drinking habits of young people 
and of the alcohol-related harm
• examine approaches with 
potential to reduce alcohol harm 
suffered by young
• make appropriate 
recommendations to the Forum

• to examine best practice for promoting 
responsibility in marketing, and 
preventing irresponsible marketing;
• build upon DG SANCO’s report on the 
Advertising Round Table;
• to examine trends in product 
development, product placement, sales 
promotions and other forms of marketing, 
and trends in alcohol advertising and 
sponsorship

• provides scientific 
advice and guidance
• offers guidance on 
monitoring/evaluation
• appointed by the Chair 
of the Forum, following 
open call for expressions 
of interest and 
consultation of Forum
• max. 20 permanent 
members
•Chair: Prof. I. Gilmore, 
Royal College of 
Physicians
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Council Conclusions
Dec. 2006

Council invites Commission –
to develop measurable core indicators so that 
progress in the reduction of alcohol-related harm at 
Community level especially for the priority areas for 
action can be monitored
to report regularly, starting from 2008, on the 
progress of Commission activities to implement the 
EU alcohol strategy and on activities reported by 
Member States, as well as their impact at EU level 
and within Member States

Council calls upon Member States
to collect relevant and comparable information on 
alcohol consumption and alcohol-related harm
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Alcohol Communication
2006

“Develop, support and maintain a 
common evidence base” – two aims:
1. to obtain comparable information on 

alcohol consumption, especially on
young people;
definitions on harmful and hazardous 
consumption, on drinking patterns, on the 
social and health effects of alcohol;
information on the impact of alcohol policy 
measures and of alcohol consumption on 
productivity and economic development.

2. to evaluate the impact of initiatives taken 
on the basis of the Communication
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Alcohol Communication
2006

“Rationale for action”:
research + information systems: crucial for 
development + implementation of effective 
actions at all levels, with objective to

be able to prevent harmful and hazardous 
consumption
better assess the effects of moderate alcohol 
consumption.

in particular to follow trends in young 
peoples’ drinking habits, strong need for 
common definitions of binge-drinking, 
harmful and hazardous consumption
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Alcohol Communication
2006

“What is needed?”:
in addition to the ongoing work on EC 
Health Indicators, need to:

develop a standardised definition for data on 
alcohol use and alcohol-related harm;
to carry out regular and comparative 
European surveys;
to assess the differentiation of drinking 
patterns by country, age and gender
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Charter of the Alcohol & 
Health Forum (annex 1)

rationale:
“policy development and concrete action need to be 
based on reliable, comparable and regularly updated 
data on alcohol consumption, drinking patterns and 
alcohol-related harm, as well as on common 
indicators and definitions”

composed of Commission services, WHO, 
ESPAD, EMCDDA + other relevant partners
close contact with all other related processes:

Lifestyles Working Group of European Health 
Information System
European Statistical System
WHO’s global and European data base platform…
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Council invited Commission to report 
regularly, starting 2008, on progress of 
EU alcohol strategy, and on activities 
reported by Member States
1st report planned 2009 (Swedish 
Presidency)
1st draft needed spring 2009
should start with review of EU level 
situation (consumption, harm…) and 
include new data (ESPAD…)
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additional input
to work of Committee

WHO
questionnaire / global survey
agreement with Commission (on supporting
coordinated implementation of WHO 
European Framework + EU Strategy)

study contracted to RAND Europe:
“Understanding the links between alcohol 
affordability, consumption and harms in the 
EU”

external service contract:
Ligaris / Stirling University
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Commission a European issue

Alcohol Factsheet
June 2007



This paper was produced for a meeting organized by Health & Consumer Protection DG and represents the views of its author on the
subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission and should not be relied upon as a statement of 
the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data
included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof.


