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MONDAY 13 OCTOBER (meeting chaired by Philippe Roux) 

1. Welcome and adoption of the agenda 
 Mr Roux welcomed all participants (cf. List in Annex 1), explaining that Mr 

Hübel was not able to attend the first day of this meeting. He excused Mr 
Kamphausen (SANCO/C4) and Mr Acton from the UK Department of Health. 
The latter should give a presentation on recommendations about sensible 
drinking amounts, already foreseen for the 2nd meeting of the Committee. 

 The agenda was approved without modification. 

2. Labelling 
 The Commission services introduced the topic by saying that it was 

unfortunate that the only Member State so far with legislation on "health 
information" on bottles/containers of alcoholic beverages, France, was not able 
to attend this meeting and give a presentation. It seems that the French 
example has stimulated the debate on the topic across the EU. At least two 
Member States, Finland and Poland, have started the process of introducing 
legally binding labelling, but have not succeeded for various reasons. The 
Commission services also referred to recent developments in the UK: in July 
the Department of Health launched a consultation on further action in the area 
of alcohol policy. The consultation document describes that the results of the 
voluntary agreement between the Department of Health and the alcohol 
industry so far are disappointing. One of the questions therefore is whether the 
Government should introduce legislation, in case progress in implementing the 
voluntary labelling scheme continues to be slow. 

 A tour the table showed that labelling is discussed in many Member States and 
that some Member States are considering legislative action. Information on 
(not) drinking during pregnancy seems to be the most frequently addressed 
issue, followed by information on drink-driving and more general messages on 
alcohol and health. 
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 Some representatives drew attention to the fact that in their Member State 
health warning labels are required on alcohol advertisements. The Swedish 
representative reminded that the joint WHO/EC questionnaire, which most 
Member States have already completed, also comprises questions on health 
warning labels on both alcohol advertisements and bottles/containers of 
alcoholic beverages. 

 Health warning labels can be required legally or they can be introduced on a 
voluntary basis. The latter was referred to by the representatives of Germany 
and Norway. The German representative showed an example of health warning 
labels, voluntarily introduced by the German brewers. The Commission 
services added that within the European Alcohol and Health Forum, Pernod 
Ricard has committed itself to include the French pregnancy logo on the back 
of all its spirits and wine brands sold in the EU-27 countries. 

 In response to the contributions the Commission services remarked that 
discussions on introducing health warning labels tend to focus on the 
effectiveness of the labels. The question of effectiveness could be divided in at 
least 3 sub questions, regarding the impact of labels on: 

o knowledge 

o attitudes and intentions 

o behaviour (e.g. not drinking during pregnancy) 

An overview of the existing research and evidence is presented in Consumer 
Labelling and Alcoholic Drinks, a report by Peter Anderson, commissioned by 
the Institute of Alcohol Studies as part of the Pathways for Health Project. It is 
also important to realize, as litigation in France has shown, that producers have 
a legal obligation to inform consumers on inherent risks in a product, 'where 
such risks are not immediately obvious without adequate warnings' (Directive 
2001/95/EC on general product safety). The ensuing questions therefore are: 
what is appropriate information, and should public authorities (legislation) or 
economic operators (voluntary measures) decide on the content and design? 

 The Chair concluded that there are many differences between Member States, 
and that there is good reason to continue the discussion on this important issue.  

3. Report from Member States on alcohol policy developments 
 Interesting presentations were given by the representatives of Latvia, Germany 

and the Czech Republic. The presentations, like all other presentations given at 
the meeting, are available on the Commission's public health website 
(http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/alcohol/alcohol_policyac
tion_en.htm). 

 In the questions and discussion session after the presentations, several other 
participants briefly informed the meeting on recent developments in their 
Member State. 

 The Chair underlined the usefulness of a tool for the exchange of information 
within the Committee; a proposal could be discussed at the next meeting.  
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4. Report from WHO 
 Mr Rekve from WHO Headquarters gave a presentation on the background and 

process of drafting a global strategy to reduce the harmful use of alcohol, as 
requested by the World Health Assembly (WHA) last May. The draft strategy 
should be on the agenda of the WHA in May 2010. Mr Rekve stressed the 
importance of this public health initiative, as well as the importance of 
collaboration between WHO and its Member States. 

 

TUESDAY 14 OCTOBER (meeting chaired by Michael Hübel) 

 

 The Swedish representative informed the meeting about the joint WHO/EC 
questionnaire, which was already on the agenda of the last meeting of the 
Committee. She repeated that the questionnaire consists of three parts: 
consumption (patterns), alcohol related harm (indicators) and policy 
development. She pointed out that there are limited data on social harm. 

 So far, 31 out 54 Members States of the European region of WHO have 
completed the form (with higher response rates from EU Member States). The 
data received will be used for: 

o WHO Global Status Report on Alcohol (autumn 2009) 

o WHO Information System on Alcohol (GISA) > basis for the WHO 
regional reports (autumn 2009) 

o First progress report on the EU Alcohol Strategy (second half 2009) 

5. Affordability of alcoholic beverages within the EU 
 Gary Cox from the Scottish ministry of Justice started his presentation by 

briefly describing the scale of alcohol related harm in Scotland. The Scottish 
government seems determined to take strong action. On 1 September 2009 
various regulations regarding price promotions, mainly relating to on-premise 
sales of alcohol, will come into force (e.g. a ban on 'happy hours'). A new set 
of regulations, relating to pricing and promotion, is currently discussed: e.g. 
the introduction of a minimum retail price for alcoholic beverages (linked to 
ABV), a ban on quantity discounts in off-premise sales, a ban on promotional 
materials on premises and separate alcohol display areas in stores. 

 The questions asked focussed mainly on the evidence base of some proposals, 
e.g. the introduction of separate alcohol display areas in stores, and the 
compliance of minimum pricing with the EC Treaty. Mr Cox replied that 
governments, when facing substantial problems, should not be afraid to take 
measures that are not 100% evidence base – they can still make good sense. 
Regarding the compatibility of minimum pricing with the EC Treaty, he said 
that he is confident that this measure would hold out legally. 

 As the participants showed great interest in the developments in Scotland it 
was agreed that Mr Cox would keep the Committee informed about the 
political decision making on the various proposals under discussion. 
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 DG SANCO has commissioned a study on the affordability of alcoholic 
beverages to RAND Europe. Jan Tiessen from RAND gave a presentation on 
the results of the study so far, and set out the next steps. The final report will 
be available in January. 

6. Updates from the Commission services 
 The Executive Agency for Health and Consumers (EAHC), formerly known as 

the Public Health Executive Agency (PHEA), had prepared a presentation on 
alcohol-related projects, selected for funding under the Public Health Program 
in 2008. The Italian representative said he is involved in the so-called 
VINTAGE project on alcohol and elderly people. The Swedish representative 
mentioned the AMPHORA project, co-funded by the Commission's Research 
DG (7th Framework Program). After discussion it was agreed to pay attention 
to alcohol-related projects and programs, (co-)funded by the European 
Commission, on a more structural basis during meetings of the Committee. 

 A brief summary was given of developments relating to the European Alcohol 
and Health Forum and its related bodies (the Task Forces on Youth and on 
Marketing Communication, as well as the Science Group). Summary reports of 
all meetings and presentation are available on the Commission's public health 
website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/alcohol/Forum/alcohol_f
orum_en.htm. The Chair reminded the members of the Committee that they 
can attend the meetings as observer (except for the meetings of the Science 
Group). 

 It was announced that the first meeting of the Committee on Data Collection, 
Indicators and Definitions will take place on 4 December (Luxembourg). This 
committee is not part of the Forum structure. 

 DG SANCO will publish a first progress report on the EU alcohol strategy in 
the second half of 2009, during the Swedish Presidency. The report will 
describe, among other things, the various structures put in place to implement 
the strategy. The interaction between EU and Member States level will be the 
most crucial part of the report. 

7. Alcohol-related priorities under the Swedish Presidency 
 The Swedish representative set out the main alcohol-related objectives of 

Sweden during its Presidency in the second half of 2009. Sweden will organize 
three major events: 

o Informal Ministerial Meeting in the first week of July 

o Swedish Presidency Expert meeting (Stockholm, 21-22 September), 
back to back with Global meeting on Alcohol, Health and Social 
development (23 September) 

o Alcohol policy on the agenda of EPSCO in December 2009 

 The Swedish representative invited all members of the Committee to support 
the Presidency in its work. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/alcohol/Forum/alcohol_forum_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/alcohol/Forum/alcohol_forum_en.htm
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8. First Global Expert meeting on Alcohol, Health and Social 
development (Stockholm, 23 September 2009) 

 The Swedish representative set out the main objectives of this meeting, the 
focus of which will be on the impact of harmful use of alcohol on social 
development, as well as its contribution to spreading of infectious diseases, 
such as HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis. 

9. Next meeting: date and agenda 
 With reference to the progress report on the EU alcohol strategy, the Swedish 

Presidency, WHO's work on the Global Strategy, as well as developments in 
Member States, the Chair suggested to convene three meetings of the 
Committee in 2009: in February, June/early July, and November. 

 The Chair asked the participants if the concept of a 1,5 day meeting should be 
continued. The response was affirmative. 
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Annex 1 – List of participants 

MEMBER STATES + OBSERVERS SURNAME  FIRST NAME 

Belgium – federal public service Health, Food Chain 
Safety and Environment CAPOUET Mathieu 

Bulgaria – State Psychiatric Hospital of Treatment of 
Alcohol and Drug Addiction TOTEVA ZHENKOVA Sonya 

Czech Republic - Ministry of Health GOTTVALDOVA Eva 

Cyprus – Ministry of Health HADJIPANAYI Yianna 

Estonia – Ministry of Social Affairs NURM Ülla-Karin 

Finland – Ministry of Health and Social Affairs TUOMINEN Ismo 

Germany - Bundesministerium für Gesundheit HOLZER 
KERN 

Tilmann 
Albert 

Ireland – Department of Health and Children BREEN Robbie 

Italy – Istituto Superiore di Sanitá SCAFATO Emanuele 

Latvia – Public Health Agency TAUBE Maris 

Lithuania - Public Health Division KRIVELIENE Gelena 

The Netherlands - Ministry of Health, Welfare and 
Sport VAN GINNEKEN Sandra 

Norway - Norwegian Ministry of Health and Care 
services BULL Bernt 

Poland – Ministry of Health  PACHOLIK Krzystztof 

Portugal – Institute on Drugs and Drug Addiction SANTOS Ana Sofia 

Romania - Bucarest National Public Health Institute GALAN Adriana 

Slovak Republic - Ministry of Health STELIAR Imrich 

Slovenia - Ministry of Health PETRIC Vesna-Kerstin 

Spain – Ministry of Health LIBRADA Maria Villar 

Sweden - Ministry of Health and Social Affairs NILSSON-KELLY 
RENSTROM 

Karin 
Maria 

Switzerland - Federal Office of Public Health BAERISWYL Petra 

World Health Organisation (Headquarters) REKVE Dag 



 7

EUROPEAN COMMISSION SURNAME  

 
 
FIRST NAME 
 
 

DG SANCO C4 ROUX Philippe 

DG SANCO C4 HUEBEL Michael 

DG SANCO C4 DE CONINCK Pieter 

DG SANCO C4 THOMPSON Ceri 

 

 

 
 


	MONDAY 13 OCTOBER (meeting chaired by Philippe Roux)
	TUESDAY 14 OCTOBER (meeting chaired by Michael Hübel)
	Annex 1 – List of participants

