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Youth Task Force: Mandate
Task Force to focus on identifying actions which 

have a potential for
curbing under-age drinking;
curbing drink-driving by young people;
educating and empowering young people on 
alcohol issues;
promoting responsible selling and serving of 
alcohol for young people;
protecting young people from the 
consequences of alcohol abuse by others. 



Process
Two meetings: 22 November 2007 
and 21 February 2008 
A workshop on good practice: 
20/21 February 2008
Prepared by a working group of TF 
members
Covered most priority areas



The workshop (1)
I Curbing drink-driving by young people

The 'BOB' designated driver campaigns  
Pieter De Neve (Belgian Road Safety Institute)
Responsible Young Drivers / European Night Without Accident
Johan Chiers (Responsible Young Drivers)
Traffic safety campaign Latvia
Astrīda Stirna (Centre of Psychiatry and Addiction Disorders, Riga)

II Curbing under-age drinking
III Educating and empowering young people on alcohol issues

Programa Pedagógico Adolescencia y Alcohol
Jacobo Peña (Fundación Alcohol y Sociedad)

The 'Strengthening Families' Programme
Csaba Batyi (Diageo)
Rusfri Diil ('Drug-free Deal')
Emil Österlund (Juvente, Norway)
The Drink Aware Trust
Dr. Michael Wilks (Comité Permanent des Médecins Européens)
You can choose – win or lose
Matej Košir (Health Ministry, Slovenia)
Alcopops and other pre-mixed alcoholic beverages: How to curb under-age or harmful 
consumption
Walter Farke (DHS)



The workshop (2)
Protecting young people from the consequences of alcohol abuse 

by others
Are you pregnant and thinking about it, and worried about your 
drinking?
Elizabeth Burns (Public Health Development Project, Manchester 
Community Health)

Promoting responsible selling and serving of alcohol for young 
people
ServeWise
Linda Bowie (Alcohol Focus Scotland)
Alcohol – Underage No Access / Don’t be Indifferent to 
Underage Alcohol Sale
Pierre Olivier Bergeron (Brewers of Europe; replacing Danuta Gut, 
Union of Brewing Industry Employers in Poland)
Challenge 21
Nick Grant (Sainsbury's)



Conclusions and next steps 

Agreed Principles
Issues: Areas for further work, 
clarification and discussion, or 
disagreement 
Specific Proposals
Next steps: a further TF meeting



Principles
Building social norms: underage drinking, supporting harmful 
action should become unacceptable 
Involvement of young people/peer to peer/youth 
organisations 
Sustainability of actions: effective ‘pilots’ should be 
mainstreamed
Evidence based: Actions should be evaluated and build on 
available evidence of effectiveness (but allow for experiments!)
Comprehensive, strategic approaches

link to overall strategy in country/region/local environment 
important
Link to appropriate partners (eg drink driving: police, media, retail, 
even gravediggers…) 

No global solution in individual actions, but a combination of 
actions of different actors to contribute to overall goal



Issues for further work
Evaluation and monitoring

Indicators of effectiveness: general? Specific? 
Transferability? 

Develop the evidence base
The overall goal beyond alcohol-related harm - Harm
reduction? Alcohol prevention? ‘Zero’? 
Rolling out pilots into the mainstream: Costs? 
Commitments? - eg family interventions? 
Specific points for further discussion (and new 
commitments?)

gender issues? 
Compliance (servers/sellers/designated drivers)?
Organise youth involvement – Alcohol and youth network



Proposals
Create a ‘Clearing house’ in a neutral place 
(Commission/EAHF/joint commitment?) to: 

Help partnerships develop 
Broker specific advice
Share/disseminate good practice
Help on evaluation/monitoring
Collect/disseminate evidence of effectiveness

Take principles and good practice to National 
Committee
Use Open Forum for awareness raising



Next steps
Continue workshop approach for 
‘underrepresented’ areas

Harm to others
Develop principles/issues



This paper was produced for a meeting organized by Health & Consumer Protection DG and represents the views of its author on the
subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission and should not be relied upon as a statement of 
the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data
included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof.
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