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1. The draft agenda submitted for the meeting was adopted without modifications. 

2. 17 of the Task Force’s 20 members attended the meeting (excused: Ulster Cancer Foundation, 
European Transport Safety Council, Alcohol Action Ireland), as well as three observers 
(excused: WHO). 

3. The chair presented the general context in which the work of the Task Force will evolve and 
made particular reference to the provisions of the Charter establishing the European Alcohol 
and Health Forum. 

4. The Task Force members underlined that the group needs to look thoroughly at evidence for 
what works when targeting young people, and that the content and tone of messages may 
need to be fine tuned to more narrow age groups within the fairly broad (and ill defined) age 
bracket of young people.  Overall, the need for a pragmatic approach was underlined.  

5. The Commission services had circulated a document on items 3 (mandate / work plan of the 
Task Force) and 4 (working methods of the Task Force) of the agenda before the meeting. 
This document was discussed in detail, and generally approved with some modifications (see 
below).  Task Force members were asked to propose further modifications until the end of 
November. A final version of this document will then be circulated by the Commission 
services to the Task Force members during December. 

6. In particular, the four areas described in the document as those on which the Task Force 
should focus (reducing under age drinking, curbing drink driving by young people, educating 
and empowering young people on responsible alcohol use, promoting responsible selling and 
serving of alcohol for young people) were accepted, and a fifth one was added (protecting 
young people from alcohol abuse by others); the wording of these five areas may still be 
adjusted (in particular, the third area should be reworded in order to include those young 
people who wish to abstain from alcohol). 

7. While members of the Task Force underlined that the protection of unborn children from 
alcohol-related harm is an important issue, it was agreed that this should not be an additional 
priority area for this particular Task Force. 

8. A ‘tour de table’ (agenda item 5) regarding the role / responsibility / contributions / good 
practice of Task Force members on youth-specific aspects of alcohol led to an initial 
exchange of ideas on actions that could be examined by the Task Force, with a view to 
making recommendations to the Forum plenary. 

9. Regarding item 6 of the agenda (Task Force’s timeline, next meetings), the Commission 
services suggested to organize a workshop to help focalizing and prioritising the work of the 



Task Force; this workshop should present examples of good practice in the five priority areas 
of the Task Force (see above), and could be preceded by presentations of studies on trends 
and drivers in the drinking habits of young people. The conclusions of the workshop should 
be translated into practical recommendations for action by Forum members at the second 
meeting of the Task Force, with a view to presenting a first set of draft recommendations to 
the Forum plenary meeting. 

10. This proposal was supported by the Task Force members. Four members (representing 
Eurocare, IOGT, EFRD and CEEV) will work together to screen good practice available in 
the areas to be covered by the Task Force, and make a proposal (by mid December) for the 
workshop programme. 

11. The workshop will take place on 20 February 2008, and will be followed on 21 February by a 
meeting of the Task Force, with the objective of extracting from the activities presented at the 
workshop those which would particularly lend themselves for replication or adaptation by 
Forum members, and translating these into concrete recommendations for commitments. 

12. The Commission services pointed out that at this initial stage it is difficult to say what the 
lifespan of the Task Force will be; the Task Force may, at a later stage, well move on to new 
subjects (‘rolling plan’). 

 


