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Commissioner Kyprianou,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As the Drug Commissioner of the Federal Government, I take great 

pleasure in being able to collaborate in the founding of the European Alco-

hol and Health Forum within the framework of Germany's EU Presidency.

I wish to greet all the representatives of the European Commission 

and, at their head, Commissioner Kyprianou. It gratifies me greatly to see 

the rapporteur, Mr. Foglietta of the European Parliament present, as well as 

Mr. Janson, co-rapporteur of the European Economic and Social Commit-

tee; I also extend a warm welcome to my colleagues from the World Health 

Organisation and to the other representatives of Member States.

I am also particularly delighted that such a large number of stakehold-

ers from the ranks of the alcohol producers, as well as from the various 

health sectors, are present here today to witness the launching of the EU 

Alcohol and Health Forum.

In signing the charter today, each stakeholder will be making a com-

mitment, on behalf of his or her organisation or institution, to collaborate 

consistently in efforts to reduce alcohol-related harm in Europe. What we 

all share is a desire to make a significant contribution to the goals stipu-

lated in the Forum's charter.

It is not only in recent years that alcohol policy measures to provide 

protection against risky or abusive consumption of alcohol have gained 

prominence as a topic in the area of health. Mankind has been familiar with 

the limits of alcohol consumption since the moment it became aware of its 

effects.

When faced with new political challenges, it is often helpful to take a 

quick look back into the past.
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A very long time ago, Hippocrates acknowledged that: "Wine is fit for 

man in a wonderful way, provided that it is taken with good sense by the 

sick as well as the healthy in accordance with the circumstances of each 

individual person."

William Shakespeare, too, hit the nail squarely on the head when he 

said: "Good wine is a good, familiar creature if it be well used."

This leaves us in no doubt that the enjoyment of alcohol has always 

been associated with the assumption of particular responsibility for modera-

tion and with the exercise of restraint. This is the flip-side of alcohol con-

sumption, and is just as much an integral part of the same.

The existence of this flip-side constitutes a constant challenge whose 

importance never wanes but which must, instead, be repeatedly met with 

up-to-date responses.

And this is where policy-makers and society are called upon to as-

sume responsibility and direct their attention. 

This is a responsibility that should not be borne exclusively by the 

consumer. Nor should it be borne by the addiction counselling services, at 

which stage it is already too late.

In a modern society, such responsibility lies rather in the realm of pre-

vention, and, as such, is a task incumbent on the whole of society.

The debate on the possible impact of alcohol consumption is taking 

place not only in the individual Member States. A broad discussion about 

how the harm caused by alcohol can be reduced has been underway at EU 

level since 2001, the outcome of which is the EU Strategy to support Mem-

ber States in reducing alcohol-related harm, which was presented in 

November 2006.
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The deliberations which took place ahead of the elaboration of the 

Strategy indicated clearly that the cultural diversity which exists in the dif-

ferent regions of Europe gives rise to different dimensions in terms of both 

consumption patterns and measures to reduce alcohol-related harm in the 

various Member States. And it is precisely this aspect which the Strategy 

deems important – that Member States should learn from one other's ef-

forts and that best-practice models be applied on a cross-border basis.

This can only be achieved in the context of a Europe-wide exchange 

in which the necessary strategies are negotiated. Since the global trend 

has long since overstepped the borders of the Member States, this is also 

the only way forward. Thinking globally and acting locally – Europe's 

greatest opportunity and highest benefit rests in co-operation and in the ex-

change of experiences.

I wish to thank the EU Commission, and especially Commissioner 

Kyprianou, for this valuable initiative and for the efforts that have allowed 

such progress to be made with the 'Alcohol and Health' Forum that we are 

able to launch it today with such a large number of stakeholders signing the 

charter defining its scope and objectives.

We would also thank the European Parliament for the initiative report, 

which will be adopted in June, as well as the EU’s advisory institutions, the 

Committee of the Regions and the European Economic and Social Com-

mittee for preparing their statements.

The large number of representatives of European organisations 

present here today testifies to the diversity of the entities involved in this 

area – ranging from alcoholic beverage producers and business and health 
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policy-makers to those working in the field of alcohol prevention and addic-

tion relief bodies.

Each participant, in his or her own way, shares the responsibility for a 

sensible approach to alcohol consumption. The involvement of all stake-

holders is both desirable and necessary if we are to achieve our objectives.

At European level, it is not only the organisations, but also their mem-

bers who have expressed a willingness to participate actively in the Forum.

Responsibility also lies in particular with the individual Member States 

and the regions.

The implementation of strategies at national level must take place 

while securing the involvement of local stakeholders at the same time.

Such a strategy will ensure that the Forum does not degenerate into 

a mere roundtable for discussions. It has set itself the task of agreeing on 

concerted targets for the reduction of alcohol-related harm and stipulating 

how responsibility is to be assumed in the future.

We are hoping that this initial momentum can be maintained in the 

Forum's day-to-day activities as well.

We warmly welcome the fact that, with its recommendations for an al-

cohol strategy in Europe, the European Commission is focusing its atten-

tion on the consequences of damaging alcohol consumption and support-

ing the Member States in their alcohol prevention efforts.

The aim is to combat abuse and not to regiment consumption. In this 

context, the Commission's proposals of October 2006 place time-honoured 

alcohol prevention strategies in the foreground and accord greater import-

ance to education, assistance opportunities and prevention.

They confirm the approaches embraced in the alcohol policies of 

many of the European Union's Member States.
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Several of the proposed measures have already been implemented in 

Germany or are underway.

The measures adopted in the field of alcohol prevention in Germany 

are modelled on the recommendations of the EU Strategy, and we rely on 

good co-operation to be able to see them through.

The sine qua non of a successful outcome in alcohol policy is a 

'policy mix' of regulatory measures, preventive measures and assistance 

opportunities for persons at risk.

This is the European standard, and it is borne out by corresponding 

research.

Our strategy has also included the introduction of a special tax on al-

copops, in addition to the alcohol prevention measures, as one means of 

protecting young people.

In this instance, the regulatory approach complemented the prevent-

ive measures.

Since the consumption of alcohol, especially among young people, 

had shown a marked rise following the marketing of new, spirits-based 

mixed drinks, action needed to be taken by the legislator.

The Federal Government’s 2004 decision to introduce a special tax 

on alcopops was dictated by health policy in an effort to staunch the regular 

consumption of these new drinks at an early age.

One year after the introduction of this special tax, a survey was able 

to show how successful the measure had indeed been.

Alcohol consumption among young people had dropped overall and 

had even halved in the case of alcopops.
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Among the contributing factors to this outcome were broad public dis-

cussion of the topic, the reporting of this issue in the press, the education 

campaign conducted among traders and restaurateurs and a more strin-

gent monitoring of compliance with the legal age limits.

Co-operation between all the parties led to this resounding success.

 

The current Act on the Introduction of an Alcohol Ban for Young 

Drivers, which will enter into force in Germany on 1st August, is a further ex-

ample of necessary statutory measures in alcohol policy.

According to WHO figures, one-third of all fatal road accidents among 

18 to 35-year-olds in Europe take place under the influence of alcohol.

Drink-driving is especially dangerous in the case of newly-qualified 

drivers.

In an effort to reduce the number of alcohol-induced accidents among 

newly-qualified drivers, the law is sending out an unmistakable signal.

Permit me, in closing, to give you a specific example of prevention in 

Germany.

The week after next, from 14th to 18th June, an 'Alcohol Awareness 

Week', for which I have assumed the patronage, will be held in Germany.

The Federal Centre for Health Education and the German Centre for 

the Control of Drug Abuse have managed to organise more than 1,750 

events encouraging the population to reflect on personal patterns of con-

sumption.

My goal is to promote an increasingly responsible and moderate con-

sumption of alcohol by supporting further efforts in alcohol prevention such 

as this communicative campaign.
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I expect this action week to stimulate a broad and sustained public 

discussion and to substantially raise awareness about the limits of risky al-

cohol consumption.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank you all for your willingness to 

co-operate in the 'Alcohol and Health' Forum.

It is only through joint efforts at all levels that we will be able to pro-

mote and encourage a responsible attitude towards alcohol consumption in 

Europe.

I am excitedly awaiting the outcome of the evaluation, which will be 

incorporated into the process we have set in motion.

Thank you very much!


