SANCO/10076/2007 - Questionnaire:  For countries wishing to export live poultry, hatching eggs, fresh poultry meat, meat preparations and/or meat products to the European Union

	Country:
	     
	Date of completion of form by Competent Authority
	     


Animal and public health information regarding poultry (including ratites)
Please note that "poultry" means live animals of the following species: fowl, turkeys, guinea fowl, ducks, geese, quails, pigeons, pheasants, partridges, ratites (ostriches, emus, rheas, etc.), kept in captivity for breeding, production of meat or eggs for consumption, or for re-stocking supplies of game.

This questionnaire should be completed by the competent authority of a country wishing to export poultry, hatching eggs, fresh poultry meat, meat preparations and/or meat products containing poultry meat to the European Union and then sent by e-mail to:

Dr. Bernard Van Goethem, Director DG Health and Consumers, Directorate D - Animal Health and Welfare 

E-mail: Bernard.Van-Goethem@ec.europa.eu
· The requested information should be provided in one of the official languages of the European Union (preferably in English)

· It should be as complete as possible and, where necessary, be accompanied by relevant documents (copies of maps, tables, graphs, etc.) that are numbered according to the question;
· Where the question refers to specific tests, information should be provided on the laboratories which are allowed to perform the test, the exact test protocol and the level of sensitivity and specificity; 
· References to legislation should be specific and clear;
· EU legislation referred to in this questionnaire can be found via the Eur-Lex website: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/en/index.htm

Further information relating to the importation of live animals and animal products into the EU can be found on the DG Health and Consumer Protection website via the following link: http://ec.europa.eu/food/international/trade/index_en.htm
The legislation applicable to such imports can be found via the EUR-Lex webpage, http://eur-lex.europa.eu
A list of relevant legislation can be found at the end of this questionnaire.

	General area/specific question/information required
	Competent Authority response

	1.
Part I: General information

	1.1. Name(s) of the Chief Veterinary Officer(s) responsible for animal health and public health and contact details (address, telephone/fax numbers and e-mail)
	     

	1.2. Administrative organisation: name(s) and address(es) of veterinary service(s) responsible for animal health and public health
	     

	1.3. Add a list of regional and/or district veterinary offices and official laboratories, with their addresses, indicating the state and/or district they are located in, as well as a latitude/longitude reference for showing their exact location on a map
	     

	1.4. Add a map indicating the regions, states or districts of your country, as well as the exact location of regional and/or district veterinary offices and official laboratories
	     

	1.5. Total number of veterinarians in your country (private and governmental)
	     

	1.6. Poultry population (list by region, state and/or district with totals and mention the approximate number of each category (breeding, production, slaughter) for the following species (as far as available): fowl, turkeys, guinea fowl, ducks, geese, quails, pigeons, pheasants, partridges, ratites (ostriches, emus, rheas, etc.)
	     

	1.7. Indicate for each species of poultry the number of holdings, by region, state or district and by category, as well as hatcheries
	     

	1.8. If possible, estimate the number of back-yard flocks
	     

	1.9. Veterinary and para-veterinary education: indicate separately the number of universities and schools where studies can be done and the average number of graduates annually (total for the country), separately for veterinarians and para-veterinarians
	 

	Part II:  Animal Health

2.
Veterinary Services Animal Health

	2.1. Organisation of veterinary services (short organisational chart)
	     

	2.2. Number of veterinarians employed in the Animal Health Services
	     

	2.3. Number of veterinarians employed in the Head Office of the Animal Health Services
	     

	2.4. Number of veterinarians employed in the regional and/or district Animal Health Services
	     

	2.5. List by region, state and district the number of official veterinarians dealing, full-time or part-time, with poultry
	     

	2.6. Average number of poultry flocks per official veterinarian
	     

	2.7. Number of para-veterinary technicians employed by the veterinary services
	     

	3.
Animal health legislation

	3.1. List the official names of laws and regulations governing the prevention, control and eradication of animal diseases.
	     

	3.2. Which species are covered by the definition for "poultry" in this legislation?
	     

	3.3. Do laws exist which require the reporting of cases or suspect cases of certain animal diseases to veterinary authorities (in general)?
	     

	3.4. If so, please list the diseases, which must be reported.
	     

	3.5. In relation to the diseases listed under point 3.4, do laws exist which require veterinary authorities to :
	

	3.5.1. Quarantine or isolate animals and/or premises on suspicion of those diseases?
	     

	3.5.2. Establish control zones, cordons sanitaires or quarantine zones around premises containing animals infected with these diseases and control movements into and out of such zones or areas?
	     

	3.5.3. Destroy and dispose of the carcasses of animals infected with these diseases?
	     

	3.5.4. Destroy or clean and disinfect vectors and premises contaminated with the agents of such diseases?
	     

	3.5.5. Compensate owners for property destroyed by the above activities?
	     

	Describe, for each of the above points, the main provisions of the legislation. If this legislation is available in one of the official languages of the European Community, it may be added to the file with the relevant articles or chapters specified where it is felt that this will clarify the situation.
	

	3.6. Swill feeding of poultry
	

	3.6.1. Do regulations exist for the control of feeding poultry with waste (e.g. from kitchens, slaughterhouses or international transport waste)?
	     

	3.6.2. Is there a special surveillance system in place for holdings concerned that feed poultry with waste?
	     

	3.7. Approval of holdings
	

	3.7.1. Describe the legislation in place for the licensing, approval or registration of hatcheries and breeding flocks or holdings
	     

	3.7.2. Specify the statutory provisions concerning hygiene, programmes for tracing and controlling diseases which apply on such holdings or hatcheries (in particular regarding Salmonella and Mycoplasma)
	     

	3.7.3. Describe, for each of these programmes, the screening methods used (age of animals tested, frequency, test used, measures taken in case of positive results, etc.)
	     

	3.7.4. Specify the provisions concerning the procedures for withdrawing any licence or approval
	     

	3.8. Do contingency plans for avian influenza and Newcastle disease (or other OIE listed poultry diseases) exist, which give clear instructions how to deal with a disease outbreak indicating the direct access to facilities, equipment, personnel and all other appropriate materials necessary for the rapid and efficient eradication of an outbreak?
	     

	3.9. Have simulation exercises also involving the public and the media been carried out in order to increase preparedness and general awareness for possible major epidemics?
	     

	4.
The Laboratory Network

	4.1. Name and address of the National Veterinary Laboratory for poultry diseases with the name of the director
	     

	4.2. Number of other official veterinary laboratories and their names and addresses
	     

	4.3. Indicate the number and grades of staff in official veterinary laboratories
	     

	4.4. Please indicate, for each of these laboratories, their capabilities for disease diagnosis (which laboratories are able and authorised to carry out diagnostic tests for avian influenza, Newcastle disease, Salmonella and Mycoplasma and which tests do they use?)
	     

	4.5. Describe the procedures in place for monitoring the performances of these laboratories, such as accreditation, GLP and/or proficiency testing
	     

	5.
The structure of the poultry industry

	5.1. Integration level of poultry industry
	

	5.1.1. Is the poultry industry fully or partially integrated (integration level)? 
	     

	5.1.2. Is this restricted to certain species or categories of poultry?
	     

	5.2. Integrated companies
	

	5.2.1. Explain the general structure(s) of integrated companies
	     

	5.2.2. Do the integrated companies have their own veterinarians and veterinary laboratories?
	     

	5.2.3. If so, are practitioners and other veterinary laboratories excluded from attending to establishments owned by the integrated companies?
	     

	5.3. Animal health programmes of the industry
	

	5.3.1. Does the poultry industry have its own (private) animal health programmes (guidance, health monitoring, vaccinations etc.)? 
	     

	5.3.2. Please also specify for ratites separately
	     

	5.3.3. If so, are these programmes monitored by the relevant competent authorities?
	     

	5.3.4. Are such programmes subject to official approval by these authorities?
	     

	5.4. Please explain the approval procedures for export to the EU for breeding establishments and hatcheries, their control programmes and official surveillance in place
	     

	5.5. Please explain the withdrawal procedures of approval and conditions for restoring approval
	     

	6.
Notifiable poultry diseases

	6.1. Give the list of notifiable poultry diseases in your country and give a reference to the appropriate legislation
	     

	6.2. Indicate also the species of birds for which these diseases are notifiable
	     

	6.3. For these diseases, describe briefly the statutory notification procedure (who is notifying to whom and within what time period?)
	     

	6.4. Which poultry diseases are notified to OI.E?
	     

	6.5. Are these diseases also notified to neighbouring or other countries (e.g. trading partners)?
	     

	6.6. Indicate the notification frequency for these diseases (e.g. immediate, monthly, annually)
	     

	7.
Disease and vaccination situation

	7.1. Avian influenza
	

	7.1.1. Please indicate the legal definition of avian influenza and give a reference to the appropriate legislation
	     

	7.1.2. What testing procedure and criteria are used to confirm a diagnosis of avian influenza
	     

	7.1.3. What value would be regarded as positive for the I.V.P.I. test if used to measure the pathogenicity of the virus isolated?
	     

	7.1.4. List the regions, states and/or districts, which are considered as free from avian influenza, in accordance with the OIE definition
	     

	7.1.5. Number of outbreaks of avian influenza during each of the last 3 years, for highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) and low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI) – per region and the total for the whole country
	     

	7.1.6. Indicate by region, state or district the date of the last outbreak, mentioning the action taken, and the date of the last vaccination if applicable
	     

	7.1.7. If avian influenza occurs or was to occur, is a stamping-out policy always used or foreseen to be used? 
	     

	7.1.8. If a stamping-out policy is not used, describe the measures taken to deal with outbreaks (e.g. partial depopulation, slaughtering for consumption, vaccination)
	     

	7.1.9. Describe briefly any further measures taken in the event of an outbreak of avian influenza (duration of stand-still, radius of surveillance zones, epidemiological inquiry etc.)
	     

	7.1.10. Is the same policy on the control of avian influenza (in particular on compulsory stamping-out) applicable both for low pathogenic avian influenza and highly pathogenic avian influenza?
	     

	7.1.11. If not, please describe the differences between the different policies
	     

	7.1.12. Is the same policy on the control of avian influenza (in particular on compulsory stamping-out) applicable both to commercial poultry flocks and back-yard flocks?
	     

	7.1.13. If not, please describe the differences between the different policies
	     

	7.1.14. Is surveillance for avian influenza performed?
	     

	7.1.15. Does it cover poultry, backyard flocks and wild birds?
	     

	7.1.16. Please provide more details on the surveillance programme in a separate document
	     

	7.1.17. Please provide the results available for each of the last three years
	     

	7.1.18. Describe briefly the legal rules governing the vaccination against avian influenza. Indicate any difference between commercial and backyard flocks
	     

	7.1.19. If vaccination is not completely prohibited, list the types of vaccines used (inactivated or attenuated, strain etc.) and the principal rules governing the importation, production, control, distribution and use of these vaccines
	     

	7.1.20. Number of poultry vaccinated during each of the last 3 years, per region and/or district
	     

	7.1.21. Please indicate if birds in zoos are vaccinated or can be vaccinated if necessary
	     

	7.2. Newcastle disease
	

	7.2.1. Please indicate the legal definition of Newcastle disease and give a reference to the appropriate legislation
	     

	7.2.2. What testing procedure and criteria are used to confirm a diagnosis of Newcastle disease
	     

	7.2.3. What value would be regarded as positive for respectively the I.C.P.I. or M.D.T. tests, used to measure the pathogenicity of the virus isolated?
	     

	7.2.4. List the regions, states or districts, which are considered as free from Newcastle disease, in accordance with the OIE definition
	     

	7.2.5. Number of outbreaks of Newcastle disease during each of the last 3 years – per region and the total for the whole country
	     

	7.2.6. Indicate by region, state or district the date of the last outbreak, mentioning the action taken, and the date of the last vaccination if applicable
	     

	7.2.7. If disease associated with mesogenic strains of Newcastle disease are not covered by your legislation, what information on their incidence is available?
	     

	7.2.8. Please send a list of all findings of such strains for the last three years (mentioning date, region, state or district, and any control measures taken)
	     

	7.2.9. If Newcastle disease occurs or was to occur, is a stamping-out policy always used or foreseen to be used?
	     

	7.2.10. If not, please describe the measures taken to deal with outbreaks (e.g. partial depopulation, slaughtering for consumption, vaccination)
	     

	7.2.11. Is the same policy on the control of Newcastle disease (in particular on compulsory stamping-out) applicable both to commercial poultry flocks and back-yard flocks?
	     

	7.2.12. Describe briefly any further measures taken in the event of an outbreak of Newcastle disease (duration of stand-still, radius of surveillance zones, epidemiological inquiry etc.)
	     

	7.2.13. If not, please describe the differences between the different policies
	     

	7.2.14. Is a monitoring programme for Newcastle disease applied?
	     

	7.2.15. Does it cover poultry, backyard flocks and wild birds?
	     

	7.2.16. Describe the main features of the monitoring programme in a separate document
	     

	7.2.17. Please provide the results available for each of the last three years 
	     

	7.2.18. Describe briefly the legal rules governing the vaccination against Newcastle disease. Indicate any difference between commercial and backyard flocks
	     

	7.2.19. If vaccination is not prohibited, indicate the types of vaccines used (inactivated or not, strain etc.) and the principal rules governing the importation, production, control, distribution and use of vaccines for Newcastle disease control
	     

	7.2.20. Number of animals vaccinated during each of the last 3 years, per region and/or district
	     

	7.3. Disease situation in neighbouring countries: indicate if avian influenza or Newcastle diseases occur in neighbouring countries (including the date of last confirmation)
	     

	7.4. Salmonella and Mycoplasma
	

	Provide in separate documents the following information for Salmonella (S. pullorum, S. gallinarum and S. arizonae) and Mycoplasma (M. gallisepticum and M. meleagridis), as far as available by region, state or district and by species where applicable) and indicate when possible the number of birds under the programme
	

	7.4.1. The disease situation (number of outbreaks for the last 3 years)
	     

	7.4.2. The control and eradication programmes (official and private ones provided the latter are widely in use)
	     

	7.4.3. The monitoring programmes (official and private ones provided the latter are widely in use)
	     

	7.4.4. The vaccination programmes (official and private ones provided the latter are widely in use)
	     

	7.5. Other poultry diseases
	

	Provide any useful information (if any, concerning legislation, vaccination, estimated prevalence, etc) for the following diseases:
	

	7.5.1. Adenovirosis
	     

	7.5.2. Avian encephalomyelitis
	     

	7.5.3. Avian infectious bronchitis
	     

	7.5.4. Avian infectious laryngotracheitis
	     

	7.5.5. Avian tuberculosis
	     

	7.5.6. Chicken anaemia
	     

	7.5.7. Crimean Congo Haemorraghic Fever
	     

	7.5.8. Duck virus enteritis (duck plague)
	     

	7.5.9. Duck virus hepatitis
	     

	7.5.10. Egg drop syndrome
	     

	7.5.11. Fowl pox
	     

	7.5.12. Infectious bursal disease (Gumboro disease)
	     

	7.5.13. Marek's disease
	     

	7.5.14. Pasteurellosis (fowl cholera)- Psittacosis & Ornithosis
	     

	7.5.15. Reovirosis
	     

	7.5.16. Swollen head syndrome
	     

	7.5.17. West Nile Fever
	     

	7.5.18. Western Equine Encephalitis
	     

	7.5.19. Other diseases judged to be economically important
	     

	8.
Importation policy

	8.1. Describe briefly the rules governing importation into your country of live poultry, hatching eggs and fresh poultry meat, with reference to legal documents (quarantine requirements, animal health guarantees sought, models of certificates, pre- or post-import testing, etc.)
	     

	8.2. Importation from countries not free from avian influenza or Newcastle disease
	

	8.2.1. Are imports allowed from countries or regions, which are not free from avian influenza or Newcastle disease? 
	     

	8.2.2. If such imports are allowed, are there any additional guarantees required for such imports?
	     

	8.3. Please list the countries from which imports have taken place for each of the last three years
	     

	Part III:  Public Health

9.
Veterinary Services Public Health

	9.1. Give the same information as asked for in point 2. If the same veterinary service is dealing both with animal and public health, indicate the number of veterinarians and other staff dealing with each field (please provide an organisation chart)
	     

	9.2. Indicate the working relationships between central, regional and local levels
	     

	9.3. Are control tasks delegated to other bodies (public, semi-public, private)?
	     

	10.
Veterinary Laboratories Public Health

	10.1. Give the similar information concerning the veterinary laboratories in the field of public health as requested in point 4.
	     

	10.2. Indicate the range and types of microbiological testing that can be performed with regard to analyses of animal products
	     

	10.3. Describe the procedures for monitoring the performances of these laboratories
	     

	11.
Zoonotic disease agents

	11.4. Salmonella 
	

	Provide in separate documents the following information for the zoonotic agents Salmonella enteritidis and Salmonella typhimurium, as far as available by region, state or district and by species where applicable) and indicate when possible the number of birds under the programme
	

	11.4.1. The disease situation (number of outbreaks for the last 3 years)
	     

	11.4.2. The control and eradication programmes (official and private ones provided the latter are widely in use)
	     

	11.4.3. The monitoring programmes (official and private ones provided the latter are widely in use)
	     

	11.4.4. The vaccination programmes (official and private ones provided the latter are widely in use)
	     

	12.
Meat inspection legislation and procedure

	12.1. List the laws governing poultry meat inspection with a short description of the main points
	     

	12.2. Indicate the manner in which practical meat inspection is performed
	     

	12.3. Describe the responsibilities of veterinarians and technical assistants in poultrymeat inspection
	     

	12.4. By whom are the veterinarians and the technical assistants carrying out meat inspections paid?
	     

	12.5. Describe the qualifications demanded of technical assistants/meat inspectors
	     

	12.6. Describe briefly the hygiene standards required of poultry slaughterhouses, poultry cutting plants and poultry processing plants in your country
	     

	12.7. Chilling by water immersion
	

	12.7.1. Is chilling of carcasses, parts of carcasses or offal by immersion in water allowed in the slaughter process used in your country? 
	     

	12.7.2. If so, describe the main legislation governing this system
	     

	12.8. Is it authorised to use any substance other than potable water to remove surface contamination from products of animal origin?
	     

	12.9. Please indicate how adherence to the relevant microbiological food safety criteria laid down in Annex I, Chapter I to Regulation (EC) No 2073/2005 is checked
	     

	13.
Establishments (slaughterhouses - cutting plants - meat product establishments - cold stores)

	13.1. Give in a separate document a list of establishments for poultry meat (slaughterhouses, cutting plants, meat product establishments and cold stores) which can be guaranteed as fulfilling the relevant requirements of the Hygiene Regulations [Regulations (EC) No 852/2004 on the hygiene of foodstuffs, (EC) No 853/2004 and (EC) No 854/2004 laying down specific rules for food of animal origin intended for human consumption]

For each establishment give the number of approval, the address, indicating the state and or district where the establishment is located, and the latitude/longitude of the establishment's location
	     

	13.2. Give in a separate document a list of establishments for ratite meat (slaughterhouses, cutting plants, meat product establishments and cold stores) which can be guaranteed as fulfilling the relevant requirements of the Hygiene Regulations [Regulations (EC) No 852/2004 on the hygiene of foodstuffs, (EC) No 853/2004 and (EC) No 854/2004 laying down specific rules for food of animal origin intended for human consumption]
For each establishment give the number of approval, the address, indicating the state and or district where the establishment is located, and the latitude/longitude of the establishment's location
(Please note that for ratite meat the public health requirements laid down in Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 for meat of farmed game apply)
	     

	13.3. Please list separately those establishments, which are interested in exporting to the EU in the near future but require upgrading of structural or operational standards
	     

	14.
Residues

	For the requirements on residues, please see the information on the DG Health and Consumer Website relating specifically to residues. The document ‘third country questionnaire on residues’ can be found on the third country website: http://ec.europa.eu/comm/food/food/chemicalsafety/residues/third_countries_en.htm in Section 6, Table 1 at the end of the page.  


The list of the most relevant legislation that concerns the import of poultry and poultry products, in chronological order.

· Council Directive 96/23/EC on measures to monitor certain substances and residues thereof in live animals and animal products;
· Council Directive 2002/99/EC laying down the animal health rules governing the production, processing, distribution and introduction of products of animal origin for human consumption;
· Regulation (EC) No 2160/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the control of Salmonella and other specified food-borne zoonotic agents;
· Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down specific hygiene rules for food of animal origin;
· Regulation (EC) No 854/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down specific rules for the organisation of official controls on products of animal origin intended for human consumption;
· Commission Decision 2007/777/EC laying down the animal and public health conditions and model certificates for imports of certain meat products and treated stomachs, bladders and intestines for human consumption from third countries and repealing Decision 2005/432/EC;
· Commission Regulation EC (No) 798/2008/EC laying down a list of third countries, territories, zones or compartments from which poultry and poultry products may be imported into and transit through the Community and the veterinary certification requirements;

· Council Directive 2009/158/EC on animal health conditions governing intra-Community trade in, and imports from third countries of, poultry and hatching eggs.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
Page 3 of 16

