
RAPID ALERT SYSTEM FOR FOOD AND FEED

The current legal basis of the system is Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 laying down the general
principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety Authority and
laying down procedures in matters of food safety (O.J. No L 31 of 1 February 2002). The
purpose of the rapid alert system for food and feed (RASFF) is to provide the control authorities
with an effective tool for exchange of information on measures taken to ensure food safety.

To assist the members of the network, information is classified under two different headings :

� ALERT NOTIFICATIONS
Alert notifications are sent when the food or feed presenting the risk is on the market and
when immediate action is required. Alerts are triggered by the Member State that detects
the problem and has initiated the relevant measures, such as withdrawal/recall. The
notification aims at giving all the members of the network the information to verify
whether the concerned product is on their market, so that they also can take the necessary
measures.

Consumers can be reassured that products subject to an alert notification have been
withdrawn or are in the process of being withdrawn from the market. The Member
States have their own mechanisms to carry out such actions, including the provision of
detailed information through the media if necessary.

� INFORMATION NOTIFICATIONS
Information notifications concern a food or feed for which a risk has been identified, but
for which the other members of the network do not have to take immediate action, because
the product has not reached their market. These notifications mostly concern food and feed
consignments that have been tested and rejected at the external borders of the EU.

Consumers can be reassured that products subject to an information notification
have not reached the market or that all necessary measures have already been taken.

The Commission is now publishing a weekly overview of alert and information notifications. In
doing so, it is necessary to strike the balance between openness and protection of commercial
information. Therefore trade names and the identity of individual companies are not published.
This way of proceeding is not detrimental to consumer protection, as a RASFF notification
implies that measures have been or are in the process of being taken. The public must be aware
that the Commission is not in a position to give more information than what is published here.
However, in circumstances where the protection of human health requires greater transparency,
the Commission takes the necessary actions through its usual communication channels.
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TABLE 1: ALERT NOTIFICATIONS

Notifications in blue typeface concern feed, all other notifications concern food.

DATE: NOTIFIED BY: REF. : PRODUCT: REASON FOR
NOTIFYING:

COUNTRY OF
ORIGIN:

02/09/03 NORWAY/ESA 2003.240 Gorgonzola Listeria monocytogenes ITALY
02/09/03 FINLAND 2003.241 cookie mix Salmonella DENMARK
02/09/03 ITALY 2003.242 deep-frozen dogfish fillets mercury SPAIN
04/09/03 GERMANY 2003.243 mixed spices colour Sudan 1 FRANCE
05/09/03 GERMANY 2003.244 dried shrimp tails nitrofuran (metabolite)

nitrofurazone (SEM)
THAILAND

05/09/03 PORTUGAL 2003.245  frozen swordfish (Xiphias
gladius)

cadmium SINGAPORE

05/09/03 PORTUGAL 2003.246 frozen swordfish (Xiphias
gladius)

cadmium SINGAPORE

05/09/03 IRELAND 2003.247 whole egg powder nitrofuran (metabolite)
nitrofurazone (SEM)

FRANCE

TABLE 2: INFORMATION NOTIFICATIONS

Notifications in blue typeface concern feed, all other notifications concern food.

DATE: NOTIFIED BY: REF. : PRODUCT: REASON FOR
NOTIFYING:

COUNTRY OF
ORIGIN:

01/09/03 FINLAND 2003.BRP Soy sauce - golden
mountain

3-monochlor-1,2-
propanediol (3-MCPD)

THAILAND

01/09/03 GERMANY 2003.BRQ fresh spreadable farmers
meat sausage
"bauernmettwurst"

Salmonella typhimurium GERMANY

03/09/03 BELGIUM 2003.BRR brazil nuts aflatoxins BRAZIL
03/09/03 DENMARK 2003.BRS frozen cooked crawfish in

dillbrine (Procambarus
clarkii)

nitrofuran (metabolite)
nitrofurazone (SEM)

CHINA

03/09/03 ITALY 2003.BRT brazil nuts aflatoxins BRAZIL
03/09/03

LUXEMBOUR
G

2003.BRU pistachio nuts aflatoxins IRAN

03/09/03 GERMANY 2003.BRV Altapharma fennel,
aniseed and caraway tea in
teabags

Salmonella bispebjerg GERMANY

03/09/03 GERMANY 2003.BRW aniseed-fennel-caraway tea
bags

Salmonella Agona GERMANY

03/09/03 NORWAY/ESA 2003.BRX Frozen boneless beef Salmonella gaminara BRAZIL
03/09/03 ITALY 2003.BRY frozen swordfish (Xiphias

gladius)
cadmium SINGAPORE

03/09/03 ITALY 2003.BRZ frozen swordfish (Xiphias
gladius)

cadmium SINGAPORE

03/09/03 BELGIUM 2003.BSA shrimp paste Clostridium perfringens THAILAND
03/09/03 ITALY 2003.BSB frozen swordfish (Xiphias

gladius)
cadmium SINGAPORE

04/09/03 BELGIUM 2003.BSC frozen headless freshwater
scampi (Macrobrachium
rosenberghii)

nitrofuran (metabolite)
nitrofurazone (SEM)

INDIA

04/09/03 GERMANY 2003.BSD ground spicy paprika colour Sudan 1 TURKEY
04/09/03 GREECE 2003.BSE Sole fillets skinless and

boneless
Vibrio parahaemolyticus CHINA



DATE: NOTIFIED BY: REF. : PRODUCT: REASON FOR
NOTIFYING:

COUNTRY OF
ORIGIN:

04/09/03 GREECE 2003.BSF Fresh fish Vibrio parahaemolyticus
Salmonella spp

TURKEY

05/09/03
NETHERLAN
DS

2003.BSG frozen prepared catfish spp
(Clarias fuscus)

nitrofuran (metabolite)
furazolidone (AOZ)

TAIWAN

05/09/03
NETHERLAN
DS

2003.BSH frozen prepared tilapia
(Tilapia mossambica)

nitrofuran (metabolite)
furazolidone (AOZ)

TAIWAN

05/09/03
NETHERLAN
DS

2003.BSI frozen tilapia (Tilapia
mossambica)

nitrofuran (metabolite)
furazolidone (AOZ)

TAIWAN

05/09/03
NETHERLAN
DS

2003.BSJ frozen prepared tilapia
(Tilapia mossambica)

nitrofuran (metabolite)
furazolidone (AOZ)

TAIWAN

05/09/03
NETHERLAN
DS

2003.BSK frozen prepared tilapia
(Tilapia mossambica)

nitrofuran (metabolite)
furazolidone (AOZ)

TAIWAN

05/09/03 GERMANY 2003.BSL Herbal tea (fennel, aniseed
and caraway )

Salmonella Agona GERMANY

05/09/03 GERMANY 2003.BSM Herbal tea (fennel, aniseed
and caraway ) for children

Salmonella enteritidis
Salmonella Weltevreden
Salmonella Montevideo

GERMANY


