
RAPID ALERT SYSTEM FOR FOOD AND FEED

The current legal basis of the system is Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 laying down the general
principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety Authority and
laying down procedures in matters of food safety (O.J. No L 31 of 1 February 2002). The
purpose of the rapid alert system for food and feed (RASFF) is to provide the control authorities
with an effective tool for exchange of information on measures taken to ensure food safety.

To assist the members of the network, information is classified under two different headings :

� ALERT NOTIFICATIONS
Alert notifications are sent when the food or feed presenting the risk is on the market and
when immediate action is required. Alerts are triggered by the Member State that detects
the problem and has initiated the relevant measures, such as withdrawal/recall. The
notification aims at giving all the members of the network the information to verify
whether the concerned product is on their market, so that they also can take the necessary
measures.

Consumers can be reassured that products subject to an alert notification have been
withdrawn or are in the process of being withdrawn from the market. The Member
States have their own mechanisms to carry out such actions, including the provision of
detailed information through the media if necessary.

� INFORMATION NOTIFICATIONS
Information notifications concern a food or feed for which a risk has been identified, but
for which the other members of the network do not have to take immediate action, because
the product has not reached their market. These notifications mostly concern food and feed
consignments that have been tested and rejected at the external borders of the EU.

Consumers can be reassured that products subject to an information notification
have not reached the market or that all necessary measures have already been taken.

The Commission is now publishing a weekly overview of alert and information notifications. In
doing so, it is necessary to strike the balance between openness and protection of commercial
information. Therefore trade names and the identity of individual companies are not published.
This way of proceeding is not detrimental to consumer protection, as a RASFF notification
implies that measures have been or are in the process of being taken. The public must be aware
that the Commission is not in a position to give more information than what is published here.
However, in circumstances where the protection of human health requires greater transparency,
the Commission takes the necessary actions through its usual communication channels.
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TABLE 1: ALERT NOTIFICATIONS

Notifications in blue typeface concern feed, all other notifications concern food.

DATE: NOTIFIED BY: REF. : PRODUCT: REASON FOR
NOTIFYING:

COUNTRY OF
ORIGIN:

05/08/2003 GERMANY 2003.205 fish sauce 3-monochlor-1,2-
propanediol (3-MCPD)

THAILAND

05/08/2003 GERMANY 2003.206 baby food Bacillus cereus GERMANY
05/08/2003 ITALY 2003.207 smoked salmon Listeria monocytogenes GERMANY
05/08/2003 BELGIUM 2003.208 shrimps (Solenocera spp) fraud PHILIPPINES
07/08/2003 FINLAND 2003.209 honey streptomycin SPAIN;

ITALY
08/08/2003 ITALY 2003.210 cocoa powder ochratoxin A NETHERLANDS
08/08/2003 AUSTRIA 2003.211 plaice fillets parasites NETHERLANDS
08/08/2003 PORTUGAL 2003.212 honey chloramphenicol PORTUGAL
08/08/2003 PORTUGAL 2003.213 honey chloramphenicol SPAIN
08/08/2003 PORTUGAL 2003.214 honey chloramphenicol PORTUGAL

TABLE 2: INFORMATION NOTIFICATIONS

Notifications in blue typeface concern feed, all other notifications concern food.

DATE: NOTIFIED BY: REF. : PRODUCT: REASON FOR
NOTIFYING:

COUNTRY OF
ORIGIN:

04/08/2003 GERMANY 2003.BMM dried apricots sulphur dioxide TURKEY
04/08/2003 SPAIN 2003.BMN fresh boneless beef Listeria monocytogenes BRAZIL
04/08/2003 SPAIN 2003.BMO frozen peeled shrimps aminoglycosides

streptomycin
PHILIPPINES

04/08/2003 SPAIN 2003.BMP Pangasius fillets ciprofloxacin
enrofloxacin

VIETNAM

04/08/2003 ITALY 2003.BMQ refrigerated pargos and
pargo fillets

parasites AUSTRALIA

04/08/2003 AUSTRIA 2003.BMR chilli sauce colour Sudan 1 INDIA
05/08/2003 UNITED

KINGDOM
2003.BMS frozen raw headless

prawns
nitrofuran (metabolite)
nitrofurazone (SEM)

INDIA

05/08/2003 DENMARK 2003.BMT soy meal and compound
feed for pigs and cattle

meat meal DENMARK

06/08/2003 BELGIUM 2003.BMU shrimps (Solenocera spp.) fraud PHILIPPINES
06/08/2003 PORTUGAL 2003.BMV Nile perch mesophiles KENYA
06/08/2003 SPAIN 2003.BMW prawns Vibrio cholerae BRAZIL
06/08/2003 ITALY 2003.BMX semi-preserved anchovies,

sardines and octopus in oil
labelling MOROCCO

06/08/2003 ITALY 2003.BMY dried basil Hyphomycetes EGYPT
06/08/2003 BELGIUM 2003.BNA shrimps (Solenocera spp.) fraud PHILIPPINES
07/08/2003 SPAIN 2003.BMZ cuttlefish, squid and strips

of squid
mesophiles INDIA

07/08/2003 GERMANY 2003.BNB dried shrimp shells dioxins POLAND
07/08/2003 SPAIN 2003.BNC skate wings mesophiles aerobic SOUTH AFRICA
07/08/2003 SPAIN 2003.BND preserved asparagus blown cans CHINA
07/08/2003 SPAIN 2003.BNE octopus Enterobacteriaceae SENEGAL
08/08/2003 ITALY 2003.BNG pistachios in shell aflatoxins IRAN
08/08/2003 GERMANY 2003.BNH hazelnut kernels aflatoxins TURKEY
08/08/2003 ITALY 2003.BNI pistachio kernels aflatoxins IRAN


