
RAPID ALERT SYSTEM FOR FOOD AND FEED

The current legal basis of the system is Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 laying down the general
principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety Authority and
laying down procedures in matters of food safety (O.J. No L 31 of 1 February 2002). The
purpose of the rapid alert system for food and feed (RASFF) is to provide the control authorities
with an effective tool for exchange of information on measures taken to ensure food safety.

To assist the members of the network, information is classified under two different headings :

� ALERT NOTIFICATIONS
Alert notifications are sent when the food or feed presenting the risk is on the market and
when immediate action is required. Alerts are triggered by the Member State that detects
the problem and has initiated the relevant measures, such as withdrawal/recall. The
notification aims at giving all the members of the network the information to verify
whether the concerned product is on their market, so that they also can take the necessary
measures.

Consumers can be reassured that products subject to an alert notification have been
withdrawn or are in the process of being withdrawn from the market. The Member
States have their own mechanisms to carry out such actions, including the provision of
detailed information through the media if necessary.

� INFORMATION NOTIFICATIONS
Information notifications concern a food or feed for which a risk has been identified, but
for which the other members of the network do not have to take immediate action, because
the product has not reached their market. These notifications mostly concern food and feed
consignments that have been tested and rejected at the external borders of the EU.

Consumers can be reassured that products subject to an information notification
have not reached the market or that all necessary measures have already been taken.

The Commission is now publishing a weekly overview of alert and information notifications. In
doing so, it is necessary to strike the balance between openness and protection of commercial
information. Therefore trade names and the identity of individual companies are not published.
This way of proceeding is not detrimental to consumer protection, as a RASFF notification
implies that measures have been or are in the process of being taken. The public must be aware
that the Commission is not in a position to give more information than what is published here.
However, in circumstances where the protection of human health requires greater transparency,
the Commission takes the necessary actions through its usual communication channels.



WEEK 2003/31

TABLE 1: ALERT NOTIFICATIONS

Notifications in blue typeface concern feed, all other notifications concern food.

DATE: NOTIFIED BY: REF. : PRODUCT: REASON FOR
NOTIFYING:

COUNTRY OF
ORIGIN:

28/07/2003 FRANCE 2003.191 soya product abnormal smell and
colour

BELGIUM

28/07/2003 ITALY 2003.192 frozen pork head meat Salmonella spp IRELAND
28/07/2003 GERMANY 2003.193 black tiger shrimps skewer nitrofuran (metabolite)

furazolidone (AOZ)
nitrofuran (metabolite)
nitrofurazone (SEM)

INDIA

28/07/2003 GERMANY 2003.194 black tiger shrimps, peeled
and deveined

nitrofuran (metabolite)
furazolidone (AOZ)

INDIA

29/07/2003 BELGIUM 2003.195 chicken legs nitrofuran (metabolite)
furaltadone (AMOZ)

BRAZIL

30/07/2003 NETHERLANDS 2003.196 frozen milkfish (Chanos
chanos)

nitrofuran (metabolite)
furazolidone (AOZ)

TAIWAN

30/07/2003 AUSTRIA 2003.197 "sughi pronti all'arrabiata" colour Sudan 1 ITALY
31/07/2003 FRANCE 2003.198 gorgonzola Listeria monocytogenes ITALY
31/07/2003 GERMANY 2003.199 fish sauce 3-monochlor-1,2-

propanediol (3-MCPD)
THAILAND

31/07/2003 GERMANY 2003.200 frozen head-on king
shrimps

nitrofuran (metabolite)
nitrofurazone (SEM)

BANGLADESH

31/07/2003 DENMARK 2003.201 carrageen, derived from
see weed

nitrofuran (metabolite)
nitrofurazone (SEM)

INDONESIA;
CHILE;
CANADA;
TANZANIA

01/08/2003 GERMANY 2003.202 complete feed for fish
(production animals)

arsenic DENMARK

01/08/2003 SWEDEN 2003.203 frozen pork collar Salmonella typhimurium
DT 108

DENMARK

01/08/2003 FRANCE 2003.204 chicken lumpias Listeria monocytogenes FRANCE

TABLE 2: INFORMATION NOTIFICATIONS

Notifications in blue typeface concern feed, all other notifications concern food.

DATE: NOTIFIED BY: REF. : PRODUCT: REASON FOR
NOTIFYING:

COUNTRY OF
ORIGIN:

28/07/2003 ITALY 2003.BLM fresh chilled perch fillets Salmonella spp TANZANIA
28/07/2003 ITALY 2003.BLN whole fresh fish (Pagrus

pagrus)
parasites BRAZIL

28/07/2003 GERMANY 2003.BLO honey streptomycin VIETNAM
29/07/2003 AUSTRIA 2003.BLP hazelnuts aflatoxins TURKEY
29/07/2003 FRANCE 2003.BLQ pistachios in shell aflatoxins TURKEY
29/07/2003 ITALY 2003.BLR Brazil nuts aflatoxins BRAZIL
29/07/2003 GERMANY 2003.BLS animal fat benzene POLAND
29/07/2003 SPAIN 2003.BLT pistachio kernels aflatoxins IRAN
29/07/2003 ITALY 2003.BLU Brazil nuts aflatoxins BRAZIL
29/07/2003 ITALY 2003.BLV Brazil nuts aflatoxins BRAZIL
29/07/2003 ITALY 2003.BLW Brazil nuts aflatoxins BRAZIL
29/07/2003 ITALY 2003.BLX pistachios in shell aflatoxins IRAN
29/07/2003 ITALY 2003.BLY pistachio kernels aflatoxins IRAN
29/07/2003 GERMANY 2003.BLZ fennel-anise-caraway tea Salmonella Agona GERMANY
29/07/2003 GERMANY 2003.BMA ground anise Salmonella Agona GERMANY



DATE: NOTIFIED BY: REF. : PRODUCT: REASON FOR
NOTIFYING:

COUNTRY OF
ORIGIN:

31/07/2003 FINLAND 2003.BMB rice oat gruel (baby food) chlormequat GERMANY
31/07/2003 ITALY 2003.BMC green coffee beans ochratoxin A CAMEROON
31/07/2003 UNITED

KINGDOM
2003.BMD crab sticks (surimi) Bacillus subtilis and

Bacillus licheniformis
REPUBLIC OF
KOREA

31/07/2003 NORWAY/ESA 2003.BME curry Salmonella INDIA
31/07/2003 SPAIN 2003.BMF frozen sharks mercury PANAMA
01/08/2003 ITALY 2003.BMG frozen prawn tails Vibrio cholerae INDIA
01/08/2003 ITALY 2003.BMH Brazil nuts aflatoxins BRAZIL
01/08/2003 ITALY 2003.BMI Brazil nuts aflatoxins BRAZIL
01/08/2003 ITALY 2003.BMJ pistachios in shell aflatoxins IRAN
01/08/2003 ITALY 2003.BMK pistachios in shell aflatoxins IRAN
01/08/2003 SPAIN 2003.BML surimi preparations oxolinic acid CHINA


