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7(506�2)�5()(5(1&( (June 1996, extended 11 November 1997)

The Scientific Committee for Animal Nutrition (SCAN) is requested to answer the
following questions

�� Is it possible

D� to assess the toxicological potential of DMZ (suspected of having genotoxic
and carcinogenic properties, namely on the basis of recent test results
concerning the structurally analogous compound metronidazole) or DMZ-OH
or of its bound residues on the basis of the available data ?

E� that, by using DMZ (E-754) in the feedingstuffs for turkeys, according to the
conditions set up by Council Directive 70/524/EEC, both the parent substance
(DMZ) and the metabolite 2-hydroxymethyl-1-methyl-5-nitroimidazole (DMZ-
OH) can still be found in animal tissues after the statutory withdrawal period of
6 days ?

��� In view of the above, is the use of DMZ as feed additive in turkeys of
toxicological concern for the consumer ?
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In accordance with the provisions of Council Directive 70/524/EEC, the use of
dimetridazole (E-754) is authorised at Community level in the Annex I, Section D
(Coccidiostats and other medicinal substances) as follows (see table I)

Table I - Annex I, Section D: Coccidiostats and other medicinal substances

Additive Species or
type of
animal

Maximum
age

Minimum and maximum
content in (mg / kg) of
complete feedingstuffs

Other provisions

E-754
Dimetridazole

Turkeys - 100 200 Use prohibited from laying
age onwards and at least 6
days before slaughter
respectively

Guinea-fowl 125 150 Use prohibited from laying
age onwards and at least 6
days before slaughter
respectively

1. In 1976 the Commission asked the SCAN a question on the use of nitroimidazole
derivatives (Dimetridazole, Ipronidazole, Ronidazole) in feedingstuffs concerning:

• whether the products, as authorised, did show in the experiments any mutagenic
or carcinogenic effects;

• whether the use of these products as additives in feedingstuffs could result in the
presence of residues under the authorised conditions of use;

• whether these residues could be harmful to the consumer;

• whether in view of the answers to the above-mentioned questions, the use as
additives in feedingstuffs of the products concerned or of some of them be
prohibited in Member States or their conditions of use should be modified? 

In answer to this question, the Scientific Committee for Animal Nutrition expressed
its favourable opinion in its report of 5 October 1977 "On the use of Nitroimidazole
derivatives in feedingstuffs"1.

At that occasion the SCAN observed:

a) An increase in the number of benign and malignant mammary tumours and
also mutagenic effects were observed in laboratory animals, in particular in
rats, to which high doses of dimetridazole, ronidazole and ipronidazole were
administered orally over their lifetime.

                                                

1 Reports of the Scientific Committee for Animal Nutrition, First Series (1979) Catalogue Nº CB-28-79-
277-EN-, Page 11. Concerns Dimetridazole (Turkey, Guinea Fowl & Swine), Ipronidazole (Turkeys &
Guinea Fowl), Ronidazole (Turkey & Swine).
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b) The sensitivity and specificity of analytical methods and also knowledge of
the metabolism of these products enable a precise evaluation of their
residues to be made. These are made up of the initial compound and
oxidation products, which undergo rapid breakdown in animal products
after withdrawal of the additive in the diet.

c) Under the conditions of use for these additives (in 1976) and, in particular,
for withdrawal periods varying between 3 to 5 days, it may be stated that, at
the lower limit of analytical determination (0.002 mg/kg) there are no
significant residues in the edible products.

d) Possible traces in muscle or skin are broken down through cooking and
during cold storage.

Therefore the Committee was of the opinion that there was no reason to prohibit the
use of dimetridazole, ronidazole or ipronidazole as additives in feedingstuffs and
that in order to ensure the absence of residues in products of animal origin and
taking into account the similarity of their metabolism, the withdrawal periods before
slaughter should be standardised with an additional safety factor. To this effect, a
withdrawal period of at least 6 days was recommended for each of these additives.

On the other hand, and taking account of their efficacy for the various animal
species, minimum and maximum dose-levels were recommended.

2. On 07 August 1997, the communication from the Federal Republic of Germany was
made to the Commission "The following explains the reasons for their
recommendation that the authorisation of DMZ should be suspended :

• DMZ (1,2-dimethyl-5-nitroimidazol, DMZ) is used as a food additive to
protect against histomoniasis in turkeys (dose: 100-200 mg/kg of feed)
and guinea fowl (dose: 125-150 mg/kg of feed). A withdrawal period of 6
days is compulsory.

• The use of DMZ as a veterinary medicine for animals used for the
production of food is no longer authorised since it was included (by
Regulation (EC) No 1798/95) in Annex IV to Regulation (EEC) No
2377/90. This was because of doubts about its safety in health terms,
which it was not possible to eliminate because the necessary studies had
not been carried out; these doubts have been reinforced by new findings
about the effects of a structurally analogous compound.

• It is suspected that DMZ is genotoxic and carcinogenic and the
conditions governing its use currently in force do not offer adequate
safety guarantees, since, despite earlier findings on this subject, it has now
been established that residues persist beyond the legally required
withdrawal period; the exact length of the period for which they persist
cannot be established.

3. On 22 April 1999, the Swedish Government took a decision prohibiting the use of
DMZ as an additive in feedingstuffs pursuant to the same article 11 of Council
Directive 70/524/EEC on the following scientific grounds :
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• Scientific research has shown that dimetridazole may be a genotoxic and
carcinogenic substance. The risks to the consumers cannot be assessed with any
certainty. For this reason DMZ is not approved as a drug in the EU. In addition to
the risks to consumers, DMZ represents a risk from the point of view of safety,
hygiene and health at work.

• Furthermore, Sweden pointed out the risks associated with the use of DMZ in a
report entitled Antimicrobial Feed Additives (SOU [Official Reports Series]
1997:132, Chapter 7, page 181-185), which was presented to the Commission in
February 1998. This documentation indicates that the use of DMZ represents a
risk to human and animal health.

• Other documentation comprised :

– the scientific report from Germany (see 2.),

– scientific references and an opinion from Swedish expert authorities :
Medicinal Products Agency, National Veterinary Agency and the National
Food Administration,

– scientific references and an opinion from the Swedish National Food
Administration concerning an opinion on DMZ from Denmark 1997,

– Recent scientific references and an evaluation from the Swedish National
Food Administration 1999.
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 2SLQLRQ�RI�WKH�&RPPLWWHH

 In answering Question 87 by the Commission, the SCAN has considered it necessary first
to answer the notification of the health authorities of Germany and Sweden (Part A) and
then to answer the Commission’s Questions (Part B).

 3DUW�$

&RQVROLGDWHG� UHVSRQVH� WR� WKH� OLVW� RI� DUJXHG�SRLQWV� IURP� WKH� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� RI� WKH
)HGHUDO� 5HSXEOLF� RI� *HUPDQ\� DQG� 6ZHGHQ� WR� WKH� &RPPLVVLRQ� RI� WKH� (XURSHDQ
&RPPXQLWLHV�����$XJXVW������DQG����$SULO������UHVSHFWLYHO\��FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�XVH�RI
'0=� �(� ����� LQ� IHHGLQJVWXIIV� IRU� WXUNH\V�� 7KH� RWKHU� RSLQLRQV� DQG� UHIHUHQFHV
VXSSOLHG�E\� WKH� 6ZHGLVK� DXWKRULWLHV�� DQG� GHDOLQJ�ZLWK� WKH� VDPH� WKUHH� LWHPV�� KDYH
EHHQ�WDNHQ�LQWR�DFFRXQW�E\�6&$1�LQ�WKHVH�FRPPHQWV�

 In this document the arguments put forward by the German Authorities and referred to by
the Swedish authorities are reproduced in EROG W\SH (see Annex, statement of position
concerning DMZ by the Federal Institute for the Protection of Consumer Health and
Veterinary Medicine). The comments of the Scientific Committee on Animal Nutrition
(SCAN) follow in normal type. In line with the German document the response is divided
into sections dealing with mutagenicity, carcinogenicity and residues.

 The document from the German authorities (as translated by the Commission’s services)
states as follows;

 ³7KH� IROORZLQJ� H[SODLQV� DJDLQ� WKH� UHDVRQV� IRU� RXU� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ� WKDW� WKH
DXWKRULVDWLRQ�RI�'0=�VKRXOG�EH�VXVSHQGHG�

• '0=������GLPHWK\O���QLWURLPLGD]RO��'0=�� LV�XVHG�DV�D� IRRG�DGGLWLYH� WR�SURWHFW
DJDLQVW�KLVWRPRQLDVLV� LQ� WXUNH\V� �GRVH����������PJ�NJ�RI� IHHG��DQG�JXLQHD� IRZO
�GRVH����������PJ�NJ�RI�IHHG���$�ZLWKGUDZDO�SHULRG�RI���GD\V�LV�FRPSXOVRU\�

• 7KH�XVH�RI�'0=�DV�D�YHWHULQDU\�PHGLFLQH�IRU�DQLPDOV�XVHG�IRU�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI
IRRG� LV� QR� ORQJHU� DXWKRULVHG� VLQFH� LW� ZDV� LQFOXGHG� �E\� 5HJXODWLRQ� �(&�� 1R
��������� LQ� $QQH[� ,9� WR� 5HJXODWLRQ� �((&�� 1R� ��������� 7KLV� ZDV� EHFDXVH� RI
GRXEWV� DERXW� LWV� VDIHW\� LQ� KHDOWK� WHUPV�� ZKLFK� LW� ZDV� QRW� SRVVLEOH� WR� HOLPLQDWH
EHFDXVH�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�VWXGLHV�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�FDUULHG�RXW�� WKHVH�GRXEWV�KDYH�EHHQ
UHLQIRUFHG� E\� QHZ� ILQGLQJV� DERXW� WKH� HIIHFWV� RI� D� VWUXFWXUDOO\� DQDORJRXV
FRPSRXQG�

• ,W� LV� VXVSHFWHG� WKDW� '0=� LV� JHQRWR[LF� DQG� FDUFLQRJHQLF� DQG� WKH� FRQGLWLRQV
JRYHUQLQJ� LWV� XVH� FXUUHQWO\� LQ� IRUFH� GR� QRW� RIIHU� DGHTXDWH� VDIHW\� JXDUDQWHHV�
VLQFH�� GHVSLWH� HDUOLHU� ILQGLQJV� RQ� WKLV� VXEMHFW�� LW� KDV� QRZ� EHHQ� HVWDEOLVKHG� WKDW
UHVLGXHV�SHUVLVW�EH\RQG�WKH�OHJDOO\�UHTXLUHG�ZLWKGUDZDO�SHULRG��WKH�H[DFW�OHQJWK
RI�WKH�SHULRG�IRU�ZKLFK�WKH\�SHUVLVW�FDQQRW�EH�HVWDEOLVKHG�

 &XUUHQW�VFLHQWLILF�NQRZOHGJH�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKHVH�DVSHFWV�LV�DV�IROORZV��

 $���0XWDJHQLFLW\�6WXGLHV���$�QXPEHU�RI�PLFURELDO�WHVW�V\VWHPV��WKH�$PHV�WHVW�ZLWK�D
YDULHW\� RI� 6DOPRQHOOD� W\SKLPXULXP� VWUDLQV�� /XULD�'HOEU�FN� IOXFWXDWLRQ� WHVWV� ZLWK
.OHEVLHOOD�SQHXPRQLD��(VFKHULFKLD�FROL�.��+IU+�DQG�&LWUREDFWHU�IUHXGLL������PLWRWLF
JHQH� FRQYHUVLRQ� WHVWV�ZLWK�6DFFKDURP\FHV� FHUHYLVLDH�'���KDYH� VKRZQ� WKDW�'0=� LV
PXWDJHQHWLFDOO\� DFWLYH�� 7KHVH� UHVXOWV� ZHUH� DFKLHYHG� ZLWK� DQG� ZLWKRXW� PHWDEROLF�
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DFWLYDWLRQ�� ,Q� WKHVH� VWXGLHV� WKH� PXWDJHQLF� SURSHUWLHV� ZHUH� ERXQG� WR� WKH� QLWUR�
UHGXFWDVH�DFWLYLW\�RI�WKH�WHVW�VWUDLQV�

 ,Q�LQ�YLYR�DQG�LQ�YLWUR�WHVW�V\VWHPV�XVLQJ�PDPPDOLDQ�FHOOV��WKH�UHVXOWV�IRU�'0=�ZHUH
QHJDWLYH��GRPLQDQW��OHWKDO��&+2�+*357�DQG�PLFURQXFOHXV�WHVW��XQVFKHGXOHG�'1$
V\QWKHVLV�WHVW�LQ�YLYR�DQG�LQ�YLWUR��RU�PDUJLQDO��UHFHVVLYH�OHWKDO�WHVW��

 1R� GHILQLWH� FRQFOXVLRQV� FDQ� EH� GUDZQ� IURP� WKH� UHVXOWV� RI� WKHVH� WHVWV� DERXW� WKH
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�PXWDJHQLF�SURSHUWLHV�IRU�KXPDQ�KHDOWK��6LQFH�WKHUH�DUH�QR�PRUH
UHFHQW�VWXGLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�WKH�PXWDJHQLFLW\�RI�'0=��WKH�QHZ�DVVHVVPHQW�UHTXHVWHG
KDV�GUDZQ�RQ�GDWD�RQ�D�VWUXFWXUDO�DQDORJXH�RI�'0=��PHWURQLGD]ROH�

 ,Q� WKH� FDVH� RI� PHWURQLGD]ROH� DQ� DQDSKDVH�WHOHSKDVH� WHVW� LQ� YLWUR� ZLWK� &+2� FHOO
FXOWXUHV�� D� FKURPRVRPH� DEHUUDWLRQ� WHVW� ZLWK� KXPDQ� O\PSKRF\WHV� DQG� D� PLFUR�
QXFOHXV�WHVW�ZLWK�KXPDQ�O\PSKRF\WHV�ZHUH�FDUULHG�RXW�LQ�YLWUR��,Q�WKH�PXWDJHQLFLW\
WHVW� ZLWK� &+2� FHOO� FXOWXUHV�� WKH� IUHTXHQF\� RI� DEQRUPDO� DQDSKDVHV� LQFUHDVHG
VLJQLILFDQWO\� LQ� WKH�FDVH�RI�HDFK�GRVH� WHVWHG��7KH�FKURPRVRPH�DEHUUDWLRQ� WHVW�ZLWK
O\PSKRF\WH�FXOWXUHV�VKRZHG�D�VLJQLILFDQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�FKURPRVRPH�DEHUUDWLRQV�LQ�WKH
FDVH�RI�HDFK�GRVH�WHVWHG��,Q�WKLV�WHVW�WKHUH�ZDV�DOVR�D�OLQHDU�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH
LQFUHDVH� LQ� WKH�GRVH�DQG� WKH� LQFUHDVH� LQ� WKH�FKURPRVRPH�DEHUUDWLRQ� IUHTXHQF\�� ,Q
WKH�PLFURQXFOHXV�WHVW�ZLWK�O\PSKRF\WHV�WKH�IUHTXHQF\�RI�PLFURQXFOHL� LQ�EL�QXFOHDU
FHOOV�LQFUHDVHG��,Q�WKLV�FDVH�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�OLQHDU�FRUUHODWLRQ�ZLWK�GRVH�DQG�HIIHFW�

 $Q� LQ� YLYR� ERQH� PDUURZ�PLFURQXFOHXV� WHVW� ZDV� FDUULHG� RXW� XVLQJ� &):�PLFH�� ,W
VKRZHG�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�PLFURQXFOHL� LQ�SRO\FKURPDWLF�HU\WKURF\WHV� LQ� WKH�FDVH�RI�DOO
WKH� GRVH� VL]H� WHVWHG�� $JDLQ�� D� OLQHDU� FRUUHODWLRQ� ZDV� IRXQG� EHWZHHQ� WKH� GRVH� DQG
PLFURQXFOHDU�LQGXFWLRQ���0XGU\�HW�DO���������

 $VVHVVPHQW�RI�WKH�DERYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�TXDOLILHG�E\�QRWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�VRXUFH
RI� WKH� PHWURQLGD]ROH� ZDV� QRW� FLWHG� IRU� DQ\� RI� WKH� WHVWV�� VR� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� DOVR� D
SRVVLELOLW\� WKDW� WKH� LQFUHDVHG� PXWDWLRQ� UDWH� ZDV� FDXVHG� E\� LPSXULWLHV� LQ� WKH
FRPSRXQG�� )XUWKHUPRUH�� WKH� VWUDLQ�YDULHW\� RI� PLFH� XVHG� IRU� WKH� ERQH� PDUURZ
PLFURQXFOHXV�WHVW�KDV�D�KLJK�VSRQWDQHRXV�PXWDWLRQ�UDWH�

 7KH� RFFXUUHQFH� RI� JHQH� PXWDWLRQV� LQ� WKH� +357� ORFXV� LQ� SHULSKHUDO� VKHHS
O\PSKRF\WHV� DIWHU� WKH� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� RI� PHWURQLGD]ROH� LQ� WKHUDSHXWLF� GRVHV� KDV
EHHQ�VWXGLHG��7KH�DYHUDJH�YDOXHV�RI� WKH�UHVXOWV� VKRZHG�QR�VLJQLILFDQW� LQGXFWLRQ�RI
PXWDWLRQV�� +RZHYHU�� LQGLYLGXDO� UHVXOWV� VKRZHG� D� FRQQHFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� VWHDG\�VWDWH
PHWURQLGD]ROH� FRQFHQWUDWLRQV� LQ� WKH�SODVPD�DQG�DQ� LQFUHDVH� LQ� WKH�+357�YDULDQW
IUHTXHQF\�� $QLPDOV� ZLWK� WKH� VORZHVW� HOLPLQDWLRQ� UDWH� �ILUVW�RUGHU�HOLPLQDWLRQ� UDWH
FRQVWDQW�� VKRZHG� WKH� KLJKHVW� IUHTXHQF\� RI� +357� YDULDQWV� �� ,Q� WKUHH� RI� WKH� QLQH
VKHHS� D� VLJQLILFDQW� LQFUHDVH� LQ� WKH� IUHTXHQF\� RI� YDULDQWV� LQ� WKH� +357� ORFXV� ZDV
HVWDEOLVKHG��7KHVH�ZHUH� DOVR� WKH� DQLPDOV�ZLWK� WKH� VORZHVW� HOLPLQDWLRQ� DQG� KLJKHVW
VWHDG\�VWDWH�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SODVPD��2VWURVN\�:HJPDQQ�HW�DO��������

 $� VWXG\� ZDV� PDGH� RI� WKH� IUHTXHQF\� RI� FKURPRVRPH� DEHUUDWLRQV� LQ� SHULSKHUDO
O\PSKRF\WHV� IURP� ��� KXPDQ� SDWLHQWV� EHIRUH� DQG� DIWHU� PHWURQLGD]ROH� WKHUDS\�� ,W
ZDV� IRXQG� WKDW� WKHUH� ZDV� D� VLJQLILFDQW� LQFUHDVH� LQ� WKH� IUHTXHQF\� RI� FKURPDWLG
EUHDNV�DQG� LVRFKURPDWLG�EUHDNV��+RZHYHU�� WKHUH�ZDV�QR� FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ� WKDW
IUHTXHQF\�DQG�WKH�SODVPD�OHYHO�RI�PHWURQLGD]ROH��,Q�WKHVH�VWXGLHV�ERWK�WKH�LQFUHDVH
LQ�FHOOV�ZLWK�FKURPRVRPH�DEHUUDWLRQV�DQG�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�FKURPRVRPH�DEHUUDWLRQV
SHU�FHOO�ZHUH�VLJQLILFDQW��(OL]RQGR�HW�DO��������
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 $�QXPEHU�RI�VWXGLHV�RQ�WKH�PXWDJHQLFLW\�RI���QLWURLPLGD]ROHV�IRXQG�D�OLQN�EHWZHHQ
WKH� UHGR[� SRWHQWLDO� RI� LQGLYLGXDO� ��QLWURLPLGD]ROHV� DQG� PXWDJHQLFLW\�� 6XEVWDQFHV
ZLWK� D� KLJKHU� OHYHO� RI� HOHFWURQ� DIILQLW\� DUH� PRUH� WR[LF� DQG� SURGXFH� PRUH� '1$
GDPDJH� WKDW� VXEVWDQFHV�ZLWK� ORZ�HOHFWURQ�DIILQLW\� �$GDPV�HW�DO�� ������&KLQ� HW� DO��
������2OLYH� ���O��� 7KH� UHGR[� SRWHQWLDO� RI� '0=� DQG�PHWURQLGD]ROH� LV� FRPSDUDEOH
�'HFOHUFN�DQG�5DQWHU�������.QR[�HW�DO�� ������DV� LV� WKH� VXEVWLWXWLRQ�SDWWHUQ� LQ� WKH
LPLGD]ROH�ULQJ��,Q�ULQJ�ULQJ�SRVLWLRQ����PHWURQLGD]ROH�KDV�D�K\GUR[\HWK\O�JURXS�DQG
'0=�KDV� D�PHWK\O� JURXS��$� QXPEHU� RI�PXWDJHQLFLW\� WHVWV� RQ� WKH� WZR� VXEVWDQFHV
KDYH�SURGXFHG�VLPLODU�UHVXOWV��9RRJG�HW�DO��������9RRJG�HW�DO��������

 ,W�WKHUHIRUH�VHHPV�MXVWLILDEOH�WR�FRQVLGHU�'0=�DQG�PHWURQLGD]ROH�WR�EH�DQDORJRXV�
ERWK�KDYH�FRPSDUDEOH�PXWDJHQLF�SURSHUWLHV�

 ([WUDFW�RI�WKH�VXPPDU\�DVVHVVPHQW��

 7KH� DQWL�SDUDVLWLF� HIIHFWLYHQHVV�� EXW� DOVR� WKH� JHQRWR[LF� HIIHFW�� RI� ��QLWURLPLGD]ROHV
DQG� VR� RI� '0=� GHSHQGV� RQ� WKH� IRUPDWLRQ� RI� UHDFWLYH� PHWDEROLWHV� WKURXJK� WKH
UHGXFWLRQ� RI� WKH� QLWUR�JURXS�� 7KHVH� UHGXFWLYH� FRQGLWLRQV� DUH� SUHVHQW� LQ� EDFWHULD
ZLWK� QLWUR�UHGXFWDVH� DFWLYLW\� DQG�RU� LQ� DQ� DQDHURELF� HQYLURQPHQW� �(OKDUG� HW� DO�
������ &DUOLHU� HW� DO� ������� ,Q� WKH� PDPPDOLDQ� RUJDQLVPV� WKHVH� FRQGLWLRQV� DUH
SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�LQWHVWLQDO�EDFWHULD��LQ�YDULRXV�RUJDQV�RI�WKH�RUJDQLVP��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH
OLYHU��� DUHDV�ZLWK� ORZ�R[\JHQ� WHQVLRQ�RU�SHULRGLFDOO\� RFFXUULQJ�K\SR[LF� FRQGLWLRQV
FDQ�EH�IRXQG��,W�PXVW�WKHUHIRUH�EH�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�KXPDQ�LQWDNH�RI�'0=�UHVLGXHV
PD\�HQWDLO�OHDG�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�JHQRWR[LF�PHWDEROLVP�

 The following SCAN response has been drafted on the basis of the data available as in
references and taking into account the RHÔNE-POULENC SANTE and BASF files.

 6&$1�FRPPHQWV�

 A battery of tests (LQ�YLWUR and LQ�YLYR) on mutations in bacteria and chromosomal damage
in mammalian cells was examined. Dimetridazole (DMZ) and its main metabolite 2-
hydroxymethyl-1-methyl-5-nitroimidazole (DMZ-OH) proved to be mutagenic in a
reverse mutation assay on TA1535, TA1537, TA98 and TA100NR+ (nitroreductase
positive) 6DOPRQHOOD� W\SKLPXULXP strains and 6DFFKDURP\FHV� FHUHYLVLDH D4 (also
nitroreductase positive) (Benazet and Cartier, 1977; Voogd, 1981). This mutagenic
potential of the compound is dependent on the reduction of the 5-nitro group. On the
TA100NR- (nitroreductase negative) strain DMZ was not mutagenic even after S9
fraction metabolic activation. This finding suggests that rat hepatic microsomal enzymes
are unable to produce DMZ mutagenic metabolites LQ�YLWUR. This conclusion emerged also
from LQ� YLYR tests where neither mammalian liver nor intestinal flora showed any
capability in producing DMZ mutagenic metabolites in urine (Cordier and Bonneau,
1987).

 DMZ proved to be devoid of genotoxic activity in a test for unscheduled DNA synthesis
LQ� YLWUR in Chinese hamster lung fibroblasts even after metabolic activation. It was not
mutagenic in a gene mutation CHO/HGPRT Chinese hamster test with and without
metabolic activation.

 DMZ proved to be not clastogenic in the chromosome aberration test of Chinese hamster
ovary cells LQ�YLWUR and did not induce micronuclei in an LQ�YLYR�micronucleus test in CD1
mice. Also when administered at 1000 mg/kg bw/day for 5 consecutive days to CDA
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male mice (oral route) DMZ did not induce dominant lethal effects. A similar result was
obtained when DMZ was administered intraperitoneally at 220 mg/kg body weight/day.

 The positive results with DMZ in a sex-linked recessive lethal test in 'URVRSKLOD
PHODQRJDVWHU (Kramers 1982) were of doubtful significance. These authors admitted that
their results were not reproduced in replicate experiments and for this reason they were
refuted by Cordier (Report SP 3648.14; pp. 6-13)�

 In conclusion DMZ and DMZ-OH showed mutagenic activity only in prokaryotes and
with 6DFFKDURP\FHV�FHUHYLVLDH, being micro-organisms�with high nitroreductase activity.
DMZ did not show genotoxic activity in LQ� YLWUR or LQ� YLYR�mammalian systems. It is
therefore not considered as a genotoxic compound.

 Another argument provided by the German and Swedish authorities is that DMZ could be
reduced by the intestinal flora. Furthermore it is claimed (but not substantiated by
literature references) that direct reduction of the absorbed fraction of DMZ by
mammalian cells, preferably in the hypoxic state, may occur. The possibility of
nitroimidazoles to be reduced by bacteria or eukaryotic cells depends on the respective
redox potentials of the chemicals and cells, as described in Edwards review (1993). �$OO
DQDHUREHV� SRVVHVV� UHGR[� PHFKDQLVPV� RI� F�� �� ���� WR� �� ���� P9�� WKH� YDOXH� W\SLFDO� RI
IHUUHGR[LQ��ZKHUHDV�PHWURQLGD]ROH�KDV�D�UHGXFWLRQ�SRWHQWLDO�RI�������P9�[ DMZ redox
potential is in the same range as metronidazole, as established by Knox et al, 1981 (note
of the SCAN) ]��&RQVHTXHQWO\�� WKH�GUXJ� LV�D�PRUH�HIILFLHQW�HOHFWURQ�DFFHSWRU�>WKDQ� WKH
FHOO@��7KH�PRVW�QHJDWLYH�UHGR[�SRWHQWLDOV�LQ�DHUREHV�DUH�WKRVH�RI�WKH�1$'�1$'+�FRXSOH
������P9��DQG�1$'3�1$'3+��������P9���UHGR[�SRWHQWLDOV�ZKLFK�DUH�PRUH�SRVLWLYH�WKDQ
WKH���QLWURLPLGD]ROHV��7KH�ODWWHU�DUH�QRW�UHGXFHG� LQ�DHUREHV�DQG�FRQVHTXHQWO\� LQDFWLYH�
7KH� UHGXFWLRQ� RI� WKH� QLWUR� JURXS�PLJKW� RFFXU� DV� WKH� GUXJ� HQWHUV� WKH� LQWHVWLQDO� FHOO� RU
IXUWKHU� WLVVXH� FHOO�� EXW� LQ� WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�R[\JHQ� ��R[LF�� FHOOV��� GDPDJH�ZRXOG� EH� YHU\
OLPLWHG� RU� DEVHQW� EHFDXVH� R[\JHQ� LV� WKH� EHVW� ELRORJLFDO� HOHFWURQ� DFFHSWRU� NQRZQ� DQG
ZRXOG�UDSLGO\�UHPRYH� WKH�HOHFWURQ� IURP�WKH�QLWUR�UDGLFDO�DQLRQ��UHIRUPLQJ� WKH�RULJLQDO
GUXJ�DQG�VXSHUR[LGH��D�SURFHVV�NQRZQ�DV��IXWLOH�F\FOLQJ���,Q�K\SR[LF�WXPRXUV��KRZHYHU�
WKH�UHGR[�SRWHQWLDO�LV�EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�VLJQLILFDQWO\�ORZHU�WKDQ�LQ�QRUPDO��KHDOWK\��DHURELF
FHOOV��EXW�QRW�DV�QHJDWLYH�DV�LQ�DQDHUREHV��

 When the production within the intestinal flora (and the implicitly suggested subsequent
toxicity for the host) of DMZ reactive metabolites is concerned, it must be noted that the
lifetime of these reactive metabolites depends on the reduction potential of the parent
molecule; the lower that potential the longer is the lifetime (about 12 seconds for 5-
nitroimidazoles) and the more limited is the damage (cytotoxicity)(also Edwards review,
1993). The absence in long term studies with 5-nitroimidazole compounds of intestinal
tumours is consistent with these observations.

 It should be noted that the overall evaluation of the genotoxic potential of DMZ in
eukaryotic cells is based on a sufficient number of tests in compliance with the
requirements of Council Directive 87/153/EEC1 fixing guidelines for the assessment of
additives in animal nutrition as last amended by Council Directive 95/11/EC1. Even

                                                

1 OJ L64 of 7.3.1987, p.19
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though these studies were not carried out under GLP-compliance (which were not
compulsory at that time), their quality and the conclusions are still acceptable.

In the arguments provided by the German and Swedish authorities, reference is made to
metronidazole, another structurally close 5-nitroimidazole widely used drug in human
medicine. It is indeed recognized that metronidazole has shown genotoxic effects on
different LQ� YLWUR and LQ� YLYR mammalian (including human) systems (Korbelik and
Horval, 1980 ; Reitz HW�DO., 1991; Mudry HW�DO., 1994; Ostrosky-Wegmann HW�DO., 1994).
The chemical similarity of both compounds is presented as a strong presumption that
DMZ could be genotoxic also, notwithstanding the fact that the DMZ genotoxicity tests
performed on eucaryotic cells were all negative. However, the extrapolation of data
obtained with metronidazole to DMZ needs further and thorough analysis.

Firstly, the genotoxic potential of metronidazole in mammalians remains questionable as
other authors results were negative (Lambert HW�DO., 1979a,b; Hartley-Asp, 1979; Lambert
and Lindblad, 1980; Mitelman HW� DO., 1980; Mahood and Wilson, 1981 ; Dayan HW� DO.,
1982 ; Neal and Probost, 1984 ; but also review from IARC 1987) or inconclusive
(LaRusso HW�DO.,1978 ; Probst HW�DO.,1981 ; Martelli HW�DO., 1990 ; Elizondo HW�DO., 1996).
Recently, Ré HW�DO� (1997) have shown, using the comet assay, that metronidazole as well
as DMZ induce DNA damage LQ�YLWUR in human lymphocytes, but that the effect is related
to the production of hydroxy radicals through the oxidative « futile cycle » instead of  the
4e–  reduction of the nitrogroup to hydroxylamine that would lead to DNA adducts.
Consistently, these authors have established that the effects were dose-dependent and
sensitive to the antioxidant status of the cell. Other authors (Fahrig and Engelke, 1997)
could not confirm the induction of DNA damage in peripheral lymphocytes of human
beings exposed to therapeutic doses of metronidazole.

Secondly, the close structural similarity of both molecules does not rule out differences in
physico-chemical and biological properties. It is well established that the electron affinity
(or one-electron redox potential) of nitroimidazole compounds correlates positively with
aerobic cytotoxicity (Adams HW� DO., 1979), mutagenicity (Chin HW� DO., 1978) and DNA
binding LQ�YLWUR (Knight HW�DO., 1978 ; Ludlum HW�DO., 1988), even if many other factors
(e.g. half-life of the one electron nitro radical anion, pH and nature of the medium) may
substantially affect this relationship (Edwards, 1993). Indeed, the mutagenic activity of
DMZ and metronidazole measured on prokariotic cells is very similar (De Méo HW� DO.,
1992), that correlates well with the close redox potential of both compounds. However,
the corresponding and structurally close C2 hydroxy metabolites that appear as the major
products formed in mammalian systems and are suspected to be the ultimate reactive
metabolites (Martelli HW� DO., 1990 ; Elizondo HW� DO., 1996), exhibit different mutagenic
potential in prokaryotic cells. When tested on different 6DOPRQHOOD�W\SKLPXULXP strains,
2-hydroxy-metronidazole exhibits a ten-fold higher mutagenic potential than
metronidazole (Connor HW�DO., 1977), while DMZ-OH has the same mutagenic potency as
DMZ (Benazet and Cartier, 1977).

This very different behaviour of close compounds indicates the limitations of
extrapolations based on structural considerations. Therefore, any extrapolation to DMZ
of data concerning metronidazole genotoxicity remains purely speculative.

                                                                                                                                                

1 OJ L106 of 11.5.1995, p.
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6&$1�&RQFOXVLRQV�RQ�PXWDJHQLFLW\�

• DMZ and DMZ-OH induced gene mutations in prokaryotes and 6DFFKDURP\FHV
FHUHYLVLDH characterised by high nitroreductase activity.

• DMZ did not show evidence of genotoxic activity in LQ�YLWUR�or LQ�YLYR�mammalian
systems, except for a single LQ�YLWUR comet assay.

• Direct extrapolation of (inconsistent) results obtained in genotoxicity tests from
metronidazole to DMZ is not scientifically justified.

 On balance, the weight of evidence indicates that DMZ should not be considered as a
genotoxic compound in mammals.1

                                                

1 Minority opinions of Dr D. Anderson and Mr D. Renshaw:

We are concerned that dimetridazole may be genotoxic. The dimetridazole molecule contains a
structural alert: the 5-nitro ring. Several other compounds with a 5-nitro ring have been convincingly
shown to be genotoxic LQ� YLYR. The results of genotoxicity testing of dimetridazole suggest two
possible mechanisms by which dimetridazole may be genotoxic:

• In some assays in bacteria and in yeast, dimetridazole was nitroreduced to a reactive substance
that caused gene mutations. Such nitroreduction may also occur in gut bacteria and in some
mammalian tissues.

• The results of the LQ� YLWUR comet assay show that dimetridazole, under certain conditions, can
damage the DNA in mammalian cells by a mechanism involving production of active oxygen
species. We can not exclude the possibility that dimetridazole may have similar genotoxicity LQ
YLYR.

We expect that the exposure of human consumers to dimetridazole will be very low, but we can not
identify a safe level of exposure.
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 $��� &DUFLQRJHQLFLW\� VWXGLHV�� ,Q� DVVHVVLQJ� WKH� FDUFLQRJHQLF� TXDOLWLHV� RI� '0=�� WKH
IROORZLQJ�VWXGLHV�ZHUH�FRQVXOWHG�

 �����'0=�ZDV�DGPLQLVWHUHG�WR����6SUDJXH�'DZOH\�UDWV�LQ�WKHLU�IHHG�RYHU����ZHHNV
DIWHU�ZKLFK�WKH�UDWV�ZHUH�IHG�D�FRQWURO�IHHG�RYHU����ZHHNV��$QRWKHU�JURXS�ZDV�IHG
RQO\� WKH� FRQWURO� IHHG� IRU� ��� ZHHNV�� $IWHU� ��� ZHHNV� WKH� DQLPDOV� ZKLFK� KDG� EHHQ
WUHDWHG�ZLWK�'0=�KDG�D�FRQVLGHUDEO\�KLJKHU�LQFUHDVH�LQ�EHQLJQ�PDPPDU\�WXPRXUV
WKDQ� WKH� FRQWURO�JURXS��7KH�DYHUDJH�YDOXH�RI� WKH�QXPEHU�RI� WXPRXUV�SHU� UDW�KDG
DOVR�LQFUHDVHG�VLJQLILFDQWO\��0DOLJQDQW�WXPRXUV�ZHUH�QRW�IRXQG��&RKHQ�������

 ,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�WKH�WHVW�ZDV�FDUULHG�RXW�RYHU�DQ�XQXVXDO�OHQJWK�RI�WLPH�DQG
WKDW� WKLV� YDULHW\� RI� UDWV� LV� FKDUDFWHULVHG�E\� D� KLJK� UDWH� RI� VSRQWDQHRXV�PDPPDU\
WXPRXUV

 ,Q� DQRWKHU� VWXG\�'0=�ZDV� DGPLQLVWHUHG� LQ� IHHG� WR� D� JURXS� RI� ��� IHPDOH� DQG� ��
PDOH�&)<�UDWV�LQ�GRVHV�RI�������������DQG������SSP��7KH�DYHUDJH�GDLO\�LQWDNH�ZDV
��� ����� ����� DQG� �����PJ�NJ� EZ�GD\��:KHUH� WKH� KLJKHVW� GRVHV� ZHUH� DGPLQLVWHUHG�
WKHUH� ZDV� DQ� LQFUHDVH� LQ� EHQLJQ� PDPPDU\� WXPRXUV� �DGHQRPDV�� ILEURDGHQRPDV�
ILEURPDV��LQ�ERWK�VH[HV��$W�D�GRVH�RI�����SSP�WKH�LQFUHDVH�ZDV�VRPHZKDW�VPDOOHU�LQ
WKH�IHPDOH�UDWV��,Q�WKH�KLJKHVW�DQG�PHGLXP�GRVDJH�JURXSV��LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�IHPDOHV�WKH
QXPEHU�RI�WXPRXUV�SHU�UDW�DOVR�LQFUHDVHG��1R�PDOLJQDQW�WXPRXUV�ZHUH�IRXQG�DQG
QR�WXPRXUV�RI�DQ\�NLQG�ZHUH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�WLVVXHV�WHVWHG�

 ,Q�DQRWKHU�VWXG\�ZLWK�&)<�UDWV�LQ�ZKLFK�GRVHV�RI���DQG����SSP�ZHUH�DGPLQLVWHUHG
LQ�IHHG�RYHU�����ZHHNV��QR�VLJQLILFDQW� LQFUHDVH� LQ�EHQLJQ�RU�PDOLJQDQW� WXPRXUV�RI
WKH�PDPPDU\�JODQGV�ZHUH�IRXQG��/RZH�HW�DO��������

 7R�LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�SRVVLEOH� LQIOXHQFH�RI�KRUPRQDO�FKDQJHV�RQ�FDUFLQRJHQHVLV��'0=
ZDV�DGPLQLVWHUHG� WR� UDWV� LQ� IHHG�RYHU� WZR�PRQWKV� LQ�GRVHV� RI� ����� ����� DQG�����
PJ�NJ�� ,Q� WKH� IHPDOH� DQLPDOV� D� VLJQLILFDQW� LQFUHDVH�ZDV� REVHUYHG� LQ� SURJHVWHURQH
OHYHOV� ZKHUH� WKH� WZR� KLJKHVW� GRVHV� ZHUH� DGPLQLVWHUHG�� (YLGHQFH� RI� D� VLJQLILFDQW
LQFUHDVH�ZDV�QRW�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�IHPDOHV�WUHDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�����SSP�GRVDJH�DQG�ZDV�QRW
IRXQG�DW�DOO�LQ�WKH�PDOH�DQLPDOV�

 +RZHYHU��WKLV�WHVW�GRHV�QRW�DSSHDU�WR�SURYLGH�DGHTXDWH�HYLGHQFH�RI�D�QRQ�JHQRWR[OF
PHFKDQLVP� RI� FDUFLQRJHQHVLV�� VLQFH� WKHUH� ZDV� DOVR� D� VLJQLILFDQW� LQFUHDVH� LQ
PDPPDU\� WXPRXUV� LQ� WKH� PDOH� DQLPDOV� ZLWKRXW� DQ\� FRUUHVSRQGLQJ� ULVH� LQ
SURJHVWHURQH�OHYHOV�

 $OO� VWXGLHV� RI� WKH� FDUFLQRJHQLFLW\� RI� '0=� FDUULHG� RXW� VR� IDU� DUH� IODZHG� E\
FRQWHPSRUDU\�VWDQGDUGV��,Q�SDUWLFXODU�WKHUH�LV�D�ODFN�RI�VWXGLHV�RQ�D�VHFRQG�VSHFLHV
RI� DQLPDO�� 1RU� DUH� WKH� VWXGLHV� FDUULHG� RXW� VR� IDU� DGHTXDWH� WR� DOORZ� D� JHQRWR[LF
PHFKDQLVP�RI�WXPRXU�JHQHVLV�WR�EH�UXOHG�RXW�

 6&$1�FRPPHQWV�

 In the German and Swedish clause of safeguard, reference is made to the chronic
(carcinogenicity) studies in rats. These studies have already been analysed on several
occasions (SCAN (1979), JECFA (1989), CVMP (1989, 1994)). Points of interest are:

• The essential finding was an increase in benign mammary tumours in CFY rats fed
400 and 2000 mg DMZ/kg feed (females) and 2000 mg DMZ/kg feed (males), for 122
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weeks (Lowe HW� DO, 1976), while no increase in malignant tumours was reported. A
corresponding finding was published in the Cohen and coworkers study (1973)
(Sprague Dawley rats), although the design of this study fell short of a standard
carcinogenicity study.

• The studies do not comply with present quality (GLP) standards, however, this does
not imply that they are scientifically unsound. One of the consequences is that the
study by Lowe and coworkers was of longer duration than the current standard (122
weeks YHUVXV 104 weeks), which leads to a relative overestimation of mortality rate
and tumour yield compared with the current standards.

• In order to support a non-genotoxic mechanism of DMZ tumorigenicity via endocrine
disturbance, various hormones were measured in CDTMCrl:CDTM(SD)BR rats after
short term exposure (0, 100, 2000 and 5000 ppm for 2 months) (Belin et al, 1991). A
dose-related and statistically significant increase in progesterone blood levels was seen
in females from 2000 ppm upwards but not at any feed level in males.

• The carcinogenicity studies show a pattern of increase in benign mammary tumours in
male and female rats at high doses tested. Such a pattern is considered of doubtful
relevance with respect to prediction of human cancer risk, since the rat strains used in
these studies are known for their high incidences of such tumours, while no increase in
malignant tumours was seen. It should also be noted that such a pattern (single organ,
benign tumours, no acceleration) is uncommon for known genotoxic carcinogens.

• A carcinogenicity study in a second species as recommended but not mandatory in
Directive 87/153/EEC has not been performed. However, the available rat studies
show induction of benign tumours in a single organ that has a high background
incidence of such tumours. This together with the negative mammalian genotoxicity
findings indicates a non-genotoxic mechanism of action to be the most probable
explanation of this effect. Use of a second species study is not considered likely to
fundamentally alter this conclusion. This justifies a threshold approach for risk
assessment.

 

 6&$1�FRQFOXVLRQ�RQ�FDUFLQRJHQLFLW\�

 On the basis of the present data, DMZ is not considered as a genotoxic tumorigen.1

                                                

1 Minority opinions, same as expressed in Conclusion of part A.1 (page 10).
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 $���5HVLGXH�VWXGLHV���1HZ�UHVLGXH�VWXGLHV�KDYH�EHHQ�VXEPLWWHG�XQGHU�WKH�SURFHGXUH
IRU� HVWDEOLVKLQJ� PD[LPXP� OHYHOV� RI� UHVLGXHV� RI� YHWHULQDU\� PHGLFDWLRQ� XQGHU
5HJXODWLRQ��((&��1R����������7KH�IROORZLQJ�SLFWXUH�PD\�EH�GHULYHG�IURP�WKHP�DV
UHJDUGV�UHVLGXHV�RI�'0=�LQ�DQLPDO�WLVVXH�

 $�VLQJOH�GRVH� RI� ���PJ�NJ�.*:�RI� UDGLRDFWLYHO\�PDUNHG�'0=�ZDV� DGPLQLVWHUHG
RUDOO\�WR�D�WXUNH\��$IWHU����GD\V�PHDVXUHPHQWV�VKRZHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�VWLOO�UHVLGXHV
LQ�YDULRXV�WLVVXHV��7KH�KLJKHVW�FRQFHQWUDWLRQV��H[SUHVVHG�LQ�µJ�HTXLYDOHQWV�NJ�ZHUH
LQ�WKH�OLYHU��������WKH�NLGQH\V�������DQG�WKH�OHJ�PXVFOH��������2I�WKHVH�UHVLGXHV��WKH
IROORZLQJ�SHUFHQWDJHV�ZHUH�SURYHQ� WR�EH�QRQ�H[WUDFWDEOH� UHVLGXHV�� OLYHU� ���������
NLGQH\V� ��������� DQG� OHJ� PXVFOH� ���������� ,Q� WKH� ���GD\� VWXG\� SHULRG� WKHVH
SURSRUWLRQV�ZHUH�UHODWLYHO\�FRQVWDQW�LQ�WKHVH�WLVVXHV��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�� LQ� WKH�IDW
WKHUH� ZDV� HYLGHQFH� RI� D� GHFUHDVH� RI� WKH� ERXQG� SURSRUWLRQ� RYHU� WKLV� SHULRG�� 7KLV
VXJJHVWV�D�UHOHDVH�RI�WKH�ERXQG�UHVLGXHV�IURP�WKH�WLVVXH�

 7KH� WHVW�ZDV� FDUULHG� RXW� RQ� RQH� DQLPDO� RQO\��1HLWKHU� WKH� ERXQG� UHVLGXHV� QRU� WKH
PHWDEROLWHV�WKDW�IRUPHG�ZHUH�LGHQWLILHG�RU�VWXGLHG�LQ�GHWDLO�

 ,Q�DQRWKHU�UHVLGXH�VWXG\�'0=�ZDV�DGPLQLVWHUHG�WR�WXUNH\V�LQ�WKHLU�GULQNLQJ�ZDWHU
DW�D�GRVDJH�RI�����PJ�O��7ZHOYH�GD\V�DIWHU�WKH�ODVW�GRVH�ZDV�DGPLQLVWHUHG��HYLGHQFH
RI� ���� µJ�NJ� RI� '0=� RU� ���� µJ�NJ� RI� ��K\GUR[\PHWK\O���PHWK\O���QLWURLPLGD]ROH
FRXOG� VWLOO� EH� IRXQG� LQ� WKH� PXVFOH�� +LJKHU� FRQFHQWUDWLRQV� ZHUH� IRXQG� LQ� WKH
VNLQ�VXEFXWDQHRXV�IDW�KLJKHU�������µJ�NJ�DQG������µJ�NJ�UHVSHFWLYHO\��

 ,W�LV�QRW�SRVVLEOH�WR�FRPSDUH�WKLV�VWXG\�ZLWK�WKH�UDGLRDFWLYH�VWXG\�VLQFH�WKH�GRVDJH�
GXUDWLRQ� RI� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� DQG� GLIIHUHQW� ZD\V� RI� FOHDQLQJ� WKH� VDPSOHV� �PHDQV� RI
H[WUDFWLRQ��ZHUH�XVHG�

 ,W�LV�QRW�WKHUHIRUH�SRVVLEOH�WR�VWDWH�WKH�SURSRUWLRQV�RI�'0=�DQG���K\GUR[\PHWK\O���
PHWK\O���QLWURLPLGD]ROH� LQ� WKH� WRWDO� UHVLGXH�� ,Q� WKLV� VWXG\� WKH� OLYHU� DQG� NLGQH\V�
ZKLFK�DOVR�FRQWDLQHG�KLJK�FRQFHQWUDWLRQV�RI�UHVLGXHV�LQ�WKH�UDGLRDFWLYH�VWXG\��ZHUH
QRW�LQYHVWLJDWHG�

 6&$1�FRPPHQWV��

 The data available concerning the metabolic fate and residues of DMZ in turkeys have
been analysed by JECFA (1989). 14C-DMZ is largely absorbed (88%) and excreted
within three days (79.4% with urine, 8.0% with faeces and 1.2% with expired air
respectively). The predominant metabolite in the excreta was DMZ-OH, free and
conjugated as glucuronide and sulphate (main compound), accompanied by 1-methyl-5-
nitroimidazole-2-carboxylic acid. DMZ-OH was also the main metabolite in tissues.
Moreover, the metabolism of DMZ leads to reduction products of the 5-nitro group,
cleavage of the imidazole ring and formation of covalently bound residues. A lack of data
was mentioned by JECFA concerning residue depletion and characterisation of bound-
residues. It must be noticed that although the identification on bound residues is not
explicitly required in Directive 87/153/EEC fixing Guidelines for the Assessment of
Additives in Animal Nutrition, it may be requested if needed, e.g. when doubts exist
concerning the safety.

 Additional studies were carried out to support the establishment of Maximum Residue
Limits as required under Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2377/90 laying down a
community procedure for the establishment of maximum residue limits (MRLs) for
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veterinary medicinal products in foodstuffs of animal origin (Johnston and Weir, 1991;
Gibson, 1990). Consequently a therapeutic regime was used (e.g. about 5-12 times higher
than allowed as feed additive respectively), which makes the extrapolation of the results
questionable. Moreover, and as mentioned by the German and Swedish authorities, the
dosage regime (dose, interval and duration) and analytical methodology were different.
However, one pertinent observation concerns the analysis of bound residues, e.g. tissue
residual radioactivity resistant to thorough extraction procedures, which represented 40-
60 % of the total radioactivity in most target tissues and for the whole residue depletion
period following withdrawal of the compound. Considering the fact that DMZ ring
degradation occurs, that 14C02 is exhaled (even though to a limited extent), and that
labelled products of the intermediary metabolism such as amino-acids, fatty acids or
purine and pyrimidine bases, have been identified in the tissues of the pig and rat dosed
with 14C-DMZ, it is reasonable to assess that at least a fraction (if not all) of the bound
residues results from the incorporation of labelled carbon fragments namely via a
glycine/serine hydroxymethylation (May and Baker report RG/1612). Should DMZ-
derived covalently bound residues be formed LQ�YLYR, which a recent study (Hoogenboom
HW�DO., 1997) using primary cultures of pig hepatocytes tends to suggest, then it should be
referred to the genesis of 5-nitroimidazole bound residues established for ronidazole
(Wislocki and Lu, 1990). This involves the initial reduction of the 5-nitro group as the
critical key reaction which implies that bound residues would not contain the intact 5-
nitro group which is associated with the (nitroreductase dependent) mutagenic potential
of these compounds. Consequently, these covalently bound residues could be considered
as being of no toxicological concern.

 A second observation in the turkey using a single dose of 50 mg/kg bw (Johnston and
Weir, 1991) was that the extractable radioactivity, i.e. DMZ and DMZ-OH as the main
components, in liver, kidney, muscle and fat decreased rapidly following very similar
kinetics all along the withdrawal period, the residual concentration in liver and kidneys
being on average three times that measured in muscles after seven days. The Gibson
study (1990) indicated that DMZ and DMZ-OH were both eliminated from muscle and
skin/subcutaneous fat concomitantly following very similar kinetics. Six days after
withdrawal of treatment with therapeutic dosage (553 mg/l drinking water for 15 days),
mean residue concentrations in muscle were 0.0005 and 0.002 mg/kg for DMZ and
DMZ-OH respectively. The corresponding residue concentration for skin/subcutaneous
fat were 0.034 and 0.021 mg/kg. However, these values appeared to be excessively low
when compared to the data obtained after 9- and 12-day withdrawal, due to the fact that
only a limited number of samples (3 out of 10) were analysable, i.e. available in sufficient
quantities and freed from interfering substances. Therefore calculated values based on
regression equations established from the available data covering the all withdrawal
period were used instead. The resulting figures were 485 ng DMZ and 454 ng DMZ-OH
per g skin + fat. Due to analytical difficulties (L�H� biological degradation of DMZ during
the extraction phase and interfering substances), no data were presented concerning liver
and kidney.

 In the absence of new quantitative data obtained under conditions of feed additive
application of DMZ to turkeys, the figures on residues to be referred to are those
mentioned in the reports of SCAN (1979) and JECFA (1989). They indicated that the
concentration of residues of only DMZ, as determined by polarography or high
performance liquid chromatography, decreases to less than 0.002 mg/kg (limit of
detection of both methods) in turkey edible tissues after a withdrawal period of 6 days.
Considering that DMZ and DMZ-OH are the main residual compounds in the tissues,
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sensitive analytical methods (Carignan HW�DO�, 1988a,b; Mallinson HW�DO., 1992) have been
developed (limit of detection : 0.001 mg/kg) which enable both residual compounds to be
separately and simultaneously determined in tissues. The only and limited data available
concerning DMZ-OH residues in turkey muscle following a 7-day administration of
DMZ at a 150 mg/kg feed level (feed additive conditions) (Mallinson HW� DO., 1992)
showed a decrease to the limit of detection (0.001 mg/kg) after 24 hours withdrawal.

 6&$1�FRQFOXVLRQV�RQ�UHVLGXHV��

• Total residues (measured as 14C-activity) in liver, kidney, muscle and
skin/subcutaneous fat deplete rapidly and in parallel following 14C-DMZ withdrawal.
Residue levels in liver and kidney are about three times higher than in muscle.

• Non-extractable residues resulting either from the re-utilisation of DMZ fragments or
bound metabolites are considered of no toxicological concern.

• Data show that the depletion of both DMZ and its main metabolite DMZ-OH occurs
rapidly and in parallel from liver, kidney, muscle and skin/subcutaneous fat. Residue
levels are very low and of the same order of magnitude in muscle and subcutaneous fat
from 6-day withdrawal time onwards.

• The quantitative data obtained using DMZ at therapeutic levels overestimate the
residual status in tissues that would result from its use as feed additive and cannot be
considered as applicable.

6&$1�RYHUDOO�FRQFOXVLRQV��

The data reviewed in the safeguard clause correctly represent the results of the studies
available. However, the SCAN is of the opinion that their interpretation by the German
and Swedish authorities deserves further and even different analysis. The SCAN reaches
the conclusion that DMZ should not be considered as a genotoxic compound for
mammals1. Concerns arising from the comparison of DMZ with other 5-nitroimidazoles
(JECFA) or more specifically metronidazole (CVMP) are not substantiated.

No new data have been provided that may give rise to concern for carcinogenicity. The
benign tumours reported in rats are considered to be the result of a non-genotoxic
mechanism.

No new relevant quantitative data concerning residues in turkey tissues have been
produced since the SCAN (1979) and JECFA (1989) opinions were delivered.
Complementary studies performed using DMZ at therapeutic levels allow the conclusion
that non-extractable residues including bound-residues are of no toxicological concern.
DMZ and its main metabolite DMZ-OH behave similarly and disappear totally or reach
very low levels within the 6-day compulsory withdrawal time.

                                                

1 Minority opinions, same as expressed in Conclusion of part A.1 (page 10).
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3DUW�%

5HVSRQVH�WR�4XHVWLRQ����RI�WKH�(XURSHDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ

�� Is it possible

D� to assess the toxicological potential of DMZ (suspected of having genotoxicity
and carcinogenicity, namely on the basis of recent test results concerning the
structurally analogous compound metronidazole) or DMZ-OH or of its bound
residues on the basis of the available data ?

E� that, by using DMZ (E-754) in the feedingstuffs for turkeys, according to the
conditions set up by Council Directive 70/524/EEC, both the parent substance
(DMZ) and the metabolite 2-hydroxymethyl-1-methyl-5-nitroimidazole (DMZ-
OH) can still be found in animal tissues after the statutory withdrawal  period of 6
days ?

�� In view of the above, is the use of DMZ as feed additive of toxicological concern for
the consumer ?

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

��D��Toxicological potential

In assessing the toxicological potential of DMZ, the following points are of importance :

1) Genotoxicity aspect

• DMZ and DMZ-OH induced gene mutations in prokaryotes and 6DFFKDURP\FHV
FHUHYLVLDH characterised by high nitroreductase activity.

• DMZ did not show evidence of genotoxic activity in LQ�YLWUR�or LQ�YLYR�mammalian
systems, except for a single LQ� YLWUR comet assay. Since DMZ-OH is a conversion
product of DMZ in mammalian systems, these findings are implicitly applicable to
DMZ-OH. Direct extrapolation of results obtained in genotoxicity tests from
metronidazole to DMZ is not scientifically justified. Moreover genotoxicity findings
on metronidazole are not consistent.

• The pre-requisite for DMZ genotoxicity is the reduction of the 5-nitro group which is
easily performed by anaerobic bacteria with high nitroreductase activity. DMZ
covalently bound residues that may eventually explain part of the observed non-
extractable residues in tissues, would result from the compulsory initial reduction of
the 5-nitro group. Therefore none of these bound residues bearing the resulting 5-
amino group would generate a stable potentially genotoxic compound following
human consumption.

2) Carcinogenicity aspect

• The essential finding was an increase in benign mammary tumours in CFY rats fed
400 and 2000 mg DMZ/kg feed (females) and 2000 mg DMZ/kg feed (males) for 122
weeks (Lowe HW� DO, 1976), while no increase in malignant tumours was reported. A
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corresponding finding was published in the Cohen and coworkers study (1973)
(Sprague Dawley rats), although the design of this study fell short of a standard
carcinogenicity study. The studies do not comply with present quality (GLP)
standards. However, this does not imply that they are scientifically unsound. For
instance, the study by Lowe and coworkers was of longer duration than the current
standard (122 weeks YHUVXV 104 weeks), which leads to a relative overestimation of
mortality rate and tumour yield compared with the current standards.

• In order to support a non-genotoxic mechanism of DMZ tumorigenicity via endocrine
disturbance, various hormones were measured in CDTMCrl:CDTM(SD)BR rats after
short term exposure (0, 100, 2000 and 5000 ppm for 2 months).A high relationship
between DMZ levels in feed and increases of progesteronemia was seen in females but
not in males.

• The carcinogenicity studies show a pattern of increase in benign mammary tumours in
male and female rats at high doses tested. Such a pattern is considered of doubtful
relevance with respect to prediction of human cancer risk, since the rat strains used in
these studies are known for their high incidences of such tumours, while no increase in
malignant tumours was seen. It should also be noted that such a pattern (single organ,
benign tumours, no acceleration) is uncommon for known genotoxic carcinogens.

• A carcinogenicity study in a second species as recommended but not mandatory in
Directive 87/153/EEC has not been performed. However, the available rat studies
show induction of benign tumours in a single organ that has a high background
incidence of such tumours. This together with the negative mammalian genotoxicity
findings indicates a non-genotoxic mechanism of action to be the most probable
explanation of this effect. Use of a second species study is not considered likely to
fundamentally alter this conclusion. This justifies a threshold approach for risk
assessment.

Conclusion

On the basis of the above analysis, it is possible to assess the toxicological potential of
DMZ and its metabolites. SCAN concludes that DMZ is a non genotoxic tumorigen. 1

��E��5HVLGXHV

Since the SCAN, CVMP and JECFA opinions have been issued new data have been
generated concerning the metabolism and residues of DMZ in turkeys.

(1) Therapeutic dosages (respectively 5 and 12 times those used for feed additives)
were applied in two studies.

• In the Johnston and Weir study (1991), it was observed that total residues
deplete in parallel in all edible tissues, those in liver and kidney (the
highest) being 3 times higher than in muscle all along the withdrawal

                                                

1 Minority opinions, same as expressed in Conclusion of part A.1 (page 10).
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period. Moreover DMZ and DMZ-OH residues depleted following very
close kinetics.

• In the Gibson study (1990), despite the applied therapeutic dosage
overestimates the residual status of DMZ when used as feed additive, the
data provided indications that DMZ and DMZ-OH residue concentrations
were as low as 0.0005 mg/kg and 0.002 mg/kg in muscle respectively,
after 6 days withdrawal. Corresponding calculated values for
skin/subcutaneous fat were 0.485 and 0.454 mg/kg respectively.

Taking into account the fact that DMZ and DMZ-OH residues follow a very close
kinetic depletion, and refering to the figures indicated above concerning residue
ratios between liver or kidney and muscle, it can be anticipated that DMZ-OH
residues in liver and kidney are not higher than 0.006 mg/kg after 6-day
withdrawal (H�J� three times the level in muscle).

(2) In another study where DMZ was administered at feed additive level, DMZ-OH
residues were less than 0.001 mg/kg in muscle after 24 hours withdrawal.

Conclusion

When DMZ is administered at feed additive level:

• DMZ residues are below 0.002 mg/kg in all edible tissues of turkeys after 6 days
withdrawal (see SCAN, CVMP and JECFA opinions).

• DMZ-OH residues disappear (0.001 mg/kg, limit of detection) after 24 hours
withdrawal in muscle. In the absence of experimental data for the other tissues, a
worse case scenario leads to the following figures: 0.006 mg/kg for liver and
kidney and 0.454 mg/kg in skin/subcutaneous fat after 6-day withdrawal.

���&RQFOXVLRQ�IRU�WKH�FRQVXPHUV

The SCAN considers that the weight of evidence indicates that DMZ should not be
considered as a genotoxic compound for mammals and is not a genotoxic tumorigen1.
Therefore a threshold approach can be applied for DMZ risk assessment. A No Observed
Effect Level (NOEL) of 4.6 mg/kg bw/day can be established based on the 122-week
carcinogenicity study in CFY rats. Applying a safety factor of 1000 which takes into
account the fact that this study was not GLP-compliant and the hormonal data for males
was not consistent with the proposed tumorigenic mechanism, a toxicological Acceptable
Daily Intake (ADI) of 0.0046 mg/kg bw (0.28 mg/day for a 60 kg bw person) is
calculated.

No quantitative information on DMZ residue kinetics following feed additive
administration to turkeys is available. SCAN (1979) and JECFA (1989) indicated that
after a withdrawal period of 6 days, DMZ concentration in turkey edible tissues decreased
to less than 0.002 mg/kg (limit of detection of polarographic or HPLC methods).

                                                

1 Minority opinions, same as expressed in Conclusion of part A.1 (page 10).
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Considering residue levels of DMZ plus DMZ-OH measured at the compulsory 6-day
withdrawal period following a therapeutic treatment (in order to consider the worst case
scenario), the theoretical maximum daily intake for a consumer would be 0.086
mg/person. This figure takes into account a daily consumption of 300 g muscle, assumes
that the residual concentration in 100 g liver and 10 g kidney is three times higher than
that measured in muscle, and considers for the 90 g skin/subcutaneous fat the
concentrations calculated from the regression equations established from the available
data covering the all withdrawal period. The maximum daily intake of total residues,
which overestimates the residues that would result from DMZ used as feed additive,
represents 30.7% of the ADI as calculated above.1

Conclusion

SCAN concludes therefore that, when used as feed additive for turkeys in accordance
with the current regulation (establishing a statutory 6-day withdrawal period),
dimetridazole is of no concern for the consumer health.

                                                

1 Results from toxicological studies

A toxicological ADI of 0.0046 mg/kg bw (0.28 mg/day for a 60 kg bw person) based on the NOEL of
4.6 mg/kg bw/day from the 122-week carcinogenicity study in CFY rats and applying a safety factor of
1000 could be established.

Results from residue studies

On the basis of the residue levels of DMZ + DMZ-OH calculated after a 6-day withdrawal period
following a therapeutic treatment of DMZ (553 mg/l drinking water for 2 weeks)(see Table 1), the
theoretical maximum daily intake (TMDI) of residues for the consumer would be 0.086 mg/person (see
Table 2). This figure takes into account the measurement of the residual amounts resulting from the
daily consumption of 300 g muscle, an evaluation of the residual contribution of 100 g liver and 10 g
kidney assuming that the concentration in these tissues would be three times higher than that measured
in the muscle, and the residual contribution of 90 g skin/subcutaneous fat calculated from the
regression equations established from the available data covering the all withdrawal period.� The
theoretical maximum daily intake of residues (0.086 mg/person) (see Table 2) will represent 30.7% of
the ADI.
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7DEOH� �.  Tissue residue levels (ng/g) of dimetridazole (DMZ) and its main metabolite 2-
hydroxymethyl-1-methyl-5-nitroimidazole (DMZ-OH) in the turkey, following the
administration of DMZ (Emtryl) (553 mg/l drinking water per day, for 15 days).

:LWKGUDZDO

����3HULRG

���������������������������0XVFOH��QJ�J� �������������6NLQ�VXEFXWDQHRXV�IDW��QJ�J�

����������������'0= �������������'0=�2+ ������������������'0= ��������������'0=�2+

2 hours 5260 ± 4140   (10/10)� 8320 ±  9070  (10/10)� 12000 ± 4340   (8/10)� 87400 ± 18500  (8/10)�

1-day 87.4 ± 124       (6/10)� 198 ± 432       (10/10)� 1610 ± 1470   (10/10)� 5200 ± 7770    (10/10)�

2-day 11.5 ± 11        (10/10)� 6.6 ± 6.3         (10/10)� 1220 ± 522      (5/10)� 2160 ± 1020      (5/10)�

3-day 4.1 ± 4             (8/10)� 2.0 ± 2.1          (9/10)� 1750 ± 986     (10/10)� 1460 ± 631        (3/10)�

��GD\ 0.5 ± 0.4          (8/10)� 1.9 ± 1.5         (10/10)� 33.7 ± 21.3      ( 3/10)�

������

20.6 ± 1.7          (3/10)�

������

9-day 0.7 ± 1.0          (6/10)� 1.2 ± 0.7         (10/10)� 115 ± 186        (7/10)� 93.5 ± 153.5      (7/10)�

12-day 0.3 ± 0.2          (4/10)� 0.6 ± 0.2         (10/10)� 39.3 ± 24.9      (8/10)� 28.1 ± 13.7        (9/10)�

Control < 0.2               (10/10)� < 0.2               (10/10)� < 8.31 ± 14.2  (10/10)� 0.3 ± 0.4          (10/10)�

Control < 0.2               (10/10)� < 0.2               (10/10)� <0.7                (10/10)� <0.2                 (10/10)�

� (…/…): number of samples analysed/total number of samples available (one sample per bird)
�  values calculated from the regression equations established from the data of the all withdrawal period

7DEOH���  Theoretical Maximum Daily Intake (TMDI) of DMZ residues at 6-day withdrawal.

������7LVVXH�UHVLGXH�OHYHOV��QJ�J�

������������'0=���'0=�2+�

���'DLO\�LQWDNH��J� �7RWDO�UHVLGXHV��QJ�

0XVFOH 0.5 + 1.9 = 2.4 300 720

6NLQ���IDW 485 + 454 = 939 � 90 84510

/LYHU 2.4 x 3 = 7.2 � 100 720

.LGQH\ 2.4 x 3 = 7.2 � 10 72

70', =�����
��values calculated from the regression equations established from the available
data covering the all withdrawal period

��values calculated on the basis of 3 times the residual levels measured in muscle
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