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BSE - Written Information by the Commission

Agriculture Council 26 May 2003

1 Postponement of the end of the transitional measures

The Commission adopted on 5 March 2003 a proposal for a Regulation of the
European Parliament and of the Council amending Article 23 of Regulation (EC)
999/2001 laying down rules for the prevention, control and eradication of certain
transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (COM(2003)103 final). Its purpose is to
postpone the end of transitional measures established under article 23 of that
Regulation, until 1 July 2005.

The Economic and Social Committee has already delivered a favorable opinion to the
proposal. The Parliamentary Committee of Environment, Public Health and Consumer
Policy gave a favorable opinion on the proposal on 21 May 2003, which should lead
to an adoption at first reading in June 2003.

2 SRM list bovine animals

A Commission proposal amending the list of specified risk material of bovine and
ovine animals (tonsils and ileum of sheep and goats) and introducing specific
provisions for harvesting tongue and head meat received a favourable opinion in the
Standing Committee on Food Chain and Animal health on 20-21 May 2003. The
proposal will now be submitted for formal adoption.

3 Surveillance
During the first 3 months of 2003, a total of 2,5 million BSE tests were carried out,
387 of which were positive. 87 BSE cases were found by passive surveillance, so
more than 3/4 of the BSE cases were found by active monitoring. Most of these cases
were found in the so-called risk animals (mainly fallen stock and emergency
slaughter). Around 350,000 tests were carried out in this target group, 239 of which
were positive (less than 1/1,400). Some 2,1 million tests were carried out in healthy
slaughtered animals, 58 of which were positive (less than 1/35,000). The results of the
monitoring on cattle in March 2003 and the cumulative figures for the first three
months of this year are summarised in Annexes I and II respectively.

The experience gained through the extensive testing should be used to evaluate the
performance and efficiency of the current rapid tests. 

The BSE prevalence is declining or stable in most Member States. 
The Acceding Countries have been invited to forward on a voluntary basis monthly
reports on BSE testing to the Commission. Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta and
Slovakia have started to send reports.
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On 20 May 2003, Canada announced their first BSE case. According to the current
rules in place, specified risk materials are removed from meat imported from Canada
since 31 March 2001. No additional measures are therefore needed at this stage. 

4 Feed ban
The absence of validated tests to differentiate between ruminant and non-ruminant
proteins makes it appropriate to maintain the basis for the current feed ban. 

The Commission has proposed to introduce the current provisions into Annex IV of
the TSE Regulation whereby the legal situation also becomes clearer. The proposal
will be presented for a vote during the meeting of the Standing Committee on the
Food Chain and Animal Health in June 2003. 

The provisions can be reconsidered in the light of new scientific evidence, of the
availability of reliable tests and of improved control measures in the Member States.
Reports of Member States on the control of the feed ban in 2002 are favourable and
reliable tests, in particular with regard to fishmeal, may be validated in the short term.
In June 2003, the Commission will forward to the Council and the Parliament a
Commission working document on the state of play with regard to the feed ban. 

5 Implementation of Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 on animal by-
products

 
 The Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health adopted on 16 April a
series of transitional and permanent implementing measures as preparation for the
application of the Animal By-Products Regulation on 1 May this year. Following
rigorous safety evaluations, specific exemptions have been granted from the general
standards. The Regulation lays down clear rules on what must and what may be done
with animal materials that are excluded from the food chain. 
 
 The entry into force of this Regulation is a major achievement that will help control
deficiencies in the feed sector to prevent future feed-borne crises such as BSE or
dioxin contamination. The Regulation sets out a transparent, comprehensive and
directly applicable legal framework. The transitional and permanent measures adopted
will facilitate its swift implementation.
 
 Perspectives
 
 The Commission is now focussing on other implementing measures. To this end a
number of proposals are being prepared covering (i) approval of alternative disposal
and/or uses of animal by-products, (ii) other uses of milk and milk based products and
former dairy foodstuffs, (iii) application of organic fertilisers and soil improvers to
land, (iv) review of the provisions on import and trade and (v) rules for marking
agents (dye) for certain animal by-products intended for disposal or recycling or
certain uses.
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6 BSE and Enlargement

The Acceding States have made progress in setting up BSE controls but important
efforts are still necessary to achieve full compliance with EU requirements.

The Commission’s Food and Veterinary Office has carried out two series of BSE
inspections in all Acceding States. The inspections have indicated that in all of them
important steps have been taken to establish control measures. However, in some
countries, weaknesses observed raised some concern as to the actual protection levels
and major efforts are required to fill the existing gaps. The final reports and the
general report have been distributed to the Member States.

Four Acceding States have now reported BSE. In the Czech Republic there have been
five cases since June 2001, in Slovakia eleven cases since September 2001, in
Slovenia two cases since November 2001 and in Poland five cases since May 2002.

Commissioner Byrne and high level officials have initiated an intensive series of
meetings with the Acceding Countries Ministers and Administrations to alert them on
the necessity to improve rapidly the situation in order that the full Acquis be
implemented on the date of Accession to guarantee the protection of the Consumer
and the proper functioning of the Internal Market. 


	BSE - Written Information by the Commission
	Agriculture Council 26 May 2003
	Postponement of the end of the transitional measures
	SRM list bovine animals
	Surveillance
	Feed ban
	Implementation of Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 on animal by-products
	BSE and Enlargement

