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First Meeting on

Friday 3'd of
June 2011

Mind Map

What do we want
to know about
each of the five
clusters?
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First step: Identification of the EHEC contaminated Food
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41 well described outbreak
clusters have been delivered
with sprouts from the FBO in

Lower Saxony
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Revised Consumption Advice:
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Second step: Find the source of EHEC 0104

Personnel Risk-oriented control of FBOs

Travel history, investigation of stool Trace back, personnel, water, pest control,
samples, other possible exposrue other animals, environmental sources
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Trace back

Microbiological investigation
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( start on June 39; end on July 5t)

- Up to the beginning of June 2011 there were no satisfying results given to the
clarification of the outbreak by the food safety side

- Up to now the pathogen E.coli O104:H4 in food of plant origin can not be detected and
confirmed by food laboratories

- Establishment of the Task Force at BVL on June 3 with experts of BVL, BfR, RKI and
the Federal States; support of the Task Force by scientists from EFSA on June 5%

- The Task Force presents the first results on June 9" fracing backward and forward
proves the connection between 26 outbreak clusters and the suspicious sprout
producer in Lower Saxony; sprouts are probably respongible for the outbreak

- OnJune 10 the Task Force starts with the second task of identifying the source of
infection; working hypothesis are. the contamination is caused either by seeds, by
water or by the employees in the sprout producing company

- For more evidence the connection between the suspicious sproud producer and 41
outbreak clusters was confirmed on June 13%

- On June 15" the outbreak in France was known, caused by E.coli O104:H4, too

- On June 23 the link between the French and the German outbreak was confirmed.
Fenugreek seeds were involved in both cases. Tracing back leads to a German
importer in Northrhine-Westfalia

-  On July 5%, the German EHEC Task Force was closed. The group successfully
identified the food and the source of infection

BVL_FO_04_0035_000_V1.0 BVL 12”‘ of July 2011 - Page 16



% Bundesamt fiir
Verbraucherschutz und

Lebensmittelsicherheit MeaSUFGS taken by the aUthOI'ItIeS

BVL_FO_04_0035_000_V1.0 BVL e 12th of July 2011 - Page 17




R | Verancrrschutz und Federal Office of
Consumer Protection and Food Safety

Lebensmittelsicherheit

Thank you for your attention !
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