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Chronology I

- Begin of the epidemic disease with diarrhoea (HUS) in the second week of may

- Result of the first case study on may 25th: Food could be involved, especially tomatoes, 
cucumbers and lettuce

- RKI and BfR informed on may 25th not to eat raw tomatoes, cucumbers and lettuce 
from northern Germany

- Second case study of RKI on may 29th confirms the results of the first case study

- Recipe-based restaurant cohort study of RKI identifies sprout consumption as cause of 
disease in Lübeck restaurant

- RKI, BfR and BVL informed on June 10th that you can eat raw tomatoes, cucumbers 
and lettuce from northern Germany, but you should not eat raw sprouts

- RKI, BfR and BVL informed on July 5th about the end of the outbreak in Germany and 
the management measures taken by the German authorities 

- The authorities also retained their recommendation not to eat raw sprouts 

Chronology and Risk Communication 
of the EHEC outbreak in Germany (Food Safety)
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Analysis of Food Samples
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First conclusions

Outbreak investigation –

three possible instruments
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Structural Approach of the Investigation

EHEC
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First Meeting on Friday 3rd of June 2011

New Strategic Approach of the Task Force I 

Identification of five outbreak clusters (by RKI)
• each associated with several human EHEC cases 
• travellers and groups with exact exposure dates
• information on what was consumed

7. 8. 9
.

10. 11
.

12. 13
.

14. 15. 16
.

May  201130.4.
1 case from Bavaria

12 cases, several small Swedish groups

7 cases within a 
group of 37 women

6 cases within a group of
32 persons

1 case (traveller from NW)

Total: 27 human 
cases
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First Meeting on 

Friday 3rd of 

June 2011

New Strategic Approach of the Task Force II 

Mind Map
What do we want 
to know about 
each of the five 
clusters?
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Detailed Trace Back for Five Outbreak Clusters
Detailed information for salad ingredients and toppings

Tracing back each food lot used in the exposure time frame

Identify common foods and supply chains

Two Approaches to Identify the Food

Suspicious Sprout Producer in Lower Saxony
Detailed Trace Forward Approach

Identify all clusters being supplied by this producer 

First step: Identification of the EHEC contaminated Food
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Results of the Trace Back and Forward Approach

Sprout Producer

Distributor

Outbreak clusters at
the end of supply
Chains
(restaurants, canteens,
supermarkets, groceries)

41 well described outbreak 
clusters have been delivered 
with sprouts from the FBO in 

Lower Saxony
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01 02 050403 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Chronology at a Glance

MAY

JUNE

Strong human 
outbreak signal RKI case control 

study in Hamburg

Consumption Advice: eat no 
cucumbers, tomatoes, lettuce 

in Northern Germany 

Revised Consumption Advice: 
eat no raw sprouts EHEC Task 

Force 

Sweeping inspection of
the wholesale market 

in Hamburg

NO

!!!

Detailed report to COM 
on 5 outbreak clusters

RKI cohort study

Trace Forward Study

Trace Back Study

26 Clusters linked 
to sprout producer

41 Clusters linked 
to sprout producer
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Food Identified – Find the source 

Second step: Find the source of EHEC O104
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Further Conclusions

Reflections on the source of contamination:



BVL • 12th of July 2011 • Page 14BVL_FO_04_0035_000_V1.0BVL_FO_04_0035_000

Final Results

More evidence:
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Sprout producer

German distributor

Outbreak clusters at
the end of supply
chains
(restaurants, canteens,
supermarkets, groceries)

French distributor

Way of sprouts

Way of seeds

Seed producer

Distributor in other
member states

The link between the French and the German outbreak
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Chronology of the German EHEC Task Force
( start on June 3rd; end on July 5th )
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Measures taken by the authorities

Current situation:
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Thank you for your attention !

Federal Office of 
Consumer Protection and Food Safety


