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IFAH-Europe is grateful to the Commission for the possibility of sharing our views on the 
consultation paper on the feasibility and advisability of presenting a legislative proposal enabling the 
EFSA to receive fees for processing authorisation files.  

IFAH-Europe is in principle not opposed to the concept of paying a fee for a service provided.  
However we share the reservations of other stakeholders and authorities on the feasibility of such an 
approach for EFSA, as this may jeopardise the independent standing of EFSA in the public’s mind. 
This is purely a perception as opposed to a reality but may create difficulties for EFSA.  We believe 
that as EFSA is working for the general public good in a very broad range of areas, it must take every 
precaution to guard its reputation with the public and therefore it would be preferable to fund it from 
public resources. 

As regards question 4.3 IFAH-Europe would be in favour of option 1. We consider that, should fees be 
established, that part of the EFSA budget supported by the industry should be carried by all parts of 
the industry.  

In response to question 5.3 IFAH-Europe is in favour of option 1. If option 2 was selected, we would 
recommend the following mitigation options: 

- The establishment of more predictability, especially on timelines, in the Standard Operating 
Procedures of EFSA. 

- The possibility of a scientific dialogue with the experts, as was the case in the previous 
registration system thanks to the rapporteur Member States. 

- The possibility of strong and binding scientific advice in case of innovative products as is 
offered by the European Medicines Agency. 

- Benchmarking against agencies providing similar services (e.g. European Medicines Agency) 
such as in an annual review against agreed performance indicators.   

- In addition, any fees charged must be proportionate to the level of service provided and the 
value of the target market. 

Independent of which option is chosen, IFAH-Europe will be seeking formal bilateral meetings with 
EFSA twice per annum to ensure a good channel of communication. These meetings would provide an 
opportunity to discuss any difficulties either party has with the procedures and to review progress 
towards any stated objectives. 
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