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Consultation on feasibility and advisability of presenting a legislative proposal 
enabling EFSA to receive feed for processing authorisation files 
 

Dear Sir, 

I am pleased to present you with COPA and COGECA’s reaction to the consultation DG 
SANCO launched on feasibility and advisability of presenting a legislative proposal enabling 
EFSA to request fees for processing authorisation files. 

COPA and COGECA represent European agricultural organisations and their co-operatives 
and have always been supportive of the creation of an independent food safety authority to 
contribute to the public authorities’ overall responsibility to protect public / consumer health. 

Although COPA and COGECA acknowledge the fact that EFSA’s current resources are 
limited we consider it paramount that adequate public – and not private - resources be 
allocated. EU legislation has constantly been increasing EFSA’s responsibilities without 
analysing the cost that these might incur. COPA and COGECA are of the opinion that it is not 
the private sector’s role to compensate the lack of public funding of an Authority that was 
established in order to preserve public health.  

Moreover, COPA and COGECA are concerned that if a system of fees is to be put in place 
the public perception of independence of EFSA might be challenged. Although we are aware 
that the ongoing consultation results from a legal requirement (article 45 Reg 178/2002), we 
believe that consumer’s trust in the opinions expressed by EFSA needs to be consolidated. 
Time is a key factor in trust building. Three year of functioning is quite short in the life of an 
Authority as is EFSA. If a system were to be put in place it could generate a disproportionate 
amount of administrative burden and all the benefit could go to self financing the system and 
no more. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
       Franz-Josef FEITER 
       Secretary General 


