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Under its motto “Everyone is responsible”, the First
International Conference on Animal Welfare Educa-
tion took place on 1-2 October. Organised by the Eu-
ropean Commission and the Belgian Presidency of
the EU, it brought together 400 academics, officials,
teachers, veterinarians and NGO representatives.
The aim was to widen access to information about
animal welfare, and to increase awareness of the
important role that education can play in improving
responsible involvement.

Animal welfare in the European Union has come a
long way. The first Animal Welfare Action Plan (2006-
2010) did not explicitly allude to the role of education
in animal welfare. Today, there is wide agreement
that educating children, students and citizens is cru-
cial in improving awareness and responsibility for
animal welfare.
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- getting the message across

The Treaty of Lisbon, which came into force in
December 2009, recognises animals as sentient be-
ings, and the European Union’s 2020 strategy focuses
on the crucial place of education for our future. The
combination of the two in the October conference
made a strong link between core political targets and
responsible choices by consumers.

The conference highlighted the political importance
now placed both upon animal welfare and upon ed-
ucation. Many innovative projects showed how, for
instance, the use of open source teaching methods
and the social media in improving animal welfare
knowledge and responsibility. They all underlined
that education is a key element in securing and im-
proving animal welfare in the European Union.
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The Commission has initiated an evaluation of the cur-
rent EU policy on animal welfare, looking in particular
at the overall costs/benefits of animal welfare legisla-
tion. The evaluation is due to be completed in Decem-
ber, and will be the basis for an EU strategy on animal
welfare to be adopted in December 2011.

This future strategy will assess the possibility of pro-
posing a general EU animal welfare law, of setting up
a European Network of Reference Centres, as sug-
gested by the European Parliament. The strategy will
also consider how education on animal welfare could
be improved. Education is central to future EU policies
for improving understanding of EU legislation on animal
welfare, and for boosting the level of its acceptance and
enforcement. It should, consequently, be incorporated
at the heart of the future European strategy.

As part of the First International Conference on Animal
Welfare Education, the European Commission invited
children to submit drawings inspired by the motto “How
to Make Animals Happy”. Over 1,500 children from all
over the European Union participated and 10 drawings
were selected. The Commission invited the winners and
their parents to take part in the Conference, at which
Prince Laurent of Belgium awarded them their prizes.

Enforcing the rules on pigs

Pigs deserve better treatment - and the EU is deter-
mined to see that its rules on pigs work effectively. So
a workshop, organised in Parma, Italy, by the European
Commission and Europass', focused achieving better
implementation of EU legislation on November 11. This
was the second workshop of its kind, and it built on
the workshop on pig welfare that was held in Brussels
in 2009.

! http://www.europass.parma.it/
Europass is an organisation working with the European Food
Safety Authority in order to disseminate scientific knowledge
in the Region of Parma.

The drawing contest was the second Commission
initiative designed to bring children closer to the issue
of animal welfare. The interactive game “Farmland”,
started in 2008, aims at increasing awareness for ani-
mal welfare to children between 9 and 13 years old.

The winners and further information can be found on
the conference website:

The follow-up workshop was deemed necessary because
Member States continue to face problems with the
implementation of EU requirements. Among the im-
provements that have been sought to improve the wel-
fare of pigs was the avoidance of routing tail docking,
the continued use of proper enrichment material, and
the insurance of adequate diets to dry pregnant sows.
The upcoming implementation - in 2013 - of rules on
group housing of sows and gilts was also discussed.

For further information please visit: http://ec.europa.
eu/food/animal/welfare/seminars/index_en.htm
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International activities
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Seminar on animal welfare on the farm, Santiago de Chile

The European Commission, the Chilean Agricultural and
Livestock Service and the Universities of Chile organ-
ised a seminar on “Animal welfare and intensive pro-
duction systems,” in Santiago, the capital of Chile, on
13-14 September.

Chile has recently adopted a law on the protection of
animals, and the seminar provided a good opportunity
to discuss further proposals on the welfare of produc-
tion animals.

The seminar took place during an important phase in
Chile’s legislative development in this area, as a posi-
tive trend regarding animal welfare can currently be
detected in public opinion and among legislators. The
seminar also represented a unique opportunity to
exchange opinions, launch discussions and analyse the
local and international trends in animal welfare.

For further information, please visit: http://ec.europa.
eu/food/animal/welfare/seminars/index_en.htm
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Latest news

The Belgian Presidency
focuses on animal welfare

Since it took over the rotating Presidency of the EU in
July, Belgium has put two animal welfare topics on the
agenda. One of the priorities selected is the castration
of piglets without anaesthesia. Belgium is now leading
the work on a joint declaration of principle between
European consumer associations, agricultural organi-
sations, animal welfare associations, distributors and
scientists. The first meeting of the pilot group to prepare
the declaration was held in Brussels on 2 September
2010. Participants agreed to pool resources in creating
a partnership right along the pig-meat chain to promote
alternatives at EU level.

The Belgian presidency has [P —

also initiated discussions \ Y

among Member States on the
Thelcarodog

welfare of dogs and cats. A
“u/eb site

The debate developed within “_:

the EU Member States identi- e

fied the areas where the EU
could help improving the wel-
fare of pet animals. The pri-
orities agreed by the Member
States where fixed in a political document adopted by
the Council on 29 November 2010. In this document,
the Council calls the Commission to study and possibly
propose options on the breeding and the EU trade of
dogs and cats, their identification and registration as
well as on non curative surgical interventions (except
for neutralisation). It also asks to consider appropriate
EU actions to promote and support education concern-
ing responsible dog and cat ownership.

Making dog ownership more responsible
in Europe

A conference on more responsible dog ownership
in Europe took place in Brussels on 4-5 October.
Organised by VIER PFOTEN and Instituto G. Capo-
rale, it achieved a broad consensus among more than
100 participants from over 25 countries, representing
European and national institutions, international
organisations, NGOs, private sector and veterinarian
organisations.

It was concluded that animal welfare is a multidisci-
plinary issue, embracing ethical, scientific, economic,
legal and social aspects. Positive human-animal rela-
tions are an important source of comfort, social con-
tact and cultural identification for the vast majority of
European citizens, and responsible ownership is one of
the most important goals.

Conclusions were also reached on canine overpopula-
tion, notably urging a sustainable approach to stop-
ping canine overpopulation in Europe through system-
atic EU-wide birth control, educational strategies and
programmes. Additionally, the conference called for
compulsory identification and an effective and reliable
system of dog registration, not only to reunite stray
dogs with their owners, but also to help prevent illegal
puppy trading and to promote responsible ownership.
The CAROdog website (www.carodog.eu) should be
used, the conference agreed, as a platform to share
information and expertise, and to launch initiatives
implementing these actions.
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Enforcing EU horse transport rules

A “Forum on horse transport” was held in Brussels
on 29 November 2010. It was instigated by FVE - the
Federation of Veterinarians of Europe - and BEVA -
the British Equine Veterinary Association - and the
initiative was welcomed and supported by the Euro-
pean Commission DG Sanco Unit Animal Welfare, the
European Economic and Social Committee, and World
Horse Welfare.

The Forum reviewed the enforcement of EU rules on
the transport of horses for slaughter and for other
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purposes. The aim was to see where practical im-
provements might be made, with a focus on applying
current legislation, and on how vets could help protect
the welfare of horses in transit. The conference looked
at critical control points, effective control systems and
good practices, as well as at trade flows, animal health
risks, horse identification and the effects of closing
horse slaughterhouses.

For further information please visit: http://ec.europa.
eu/food/animal/welfare/seminars/index_en.htm
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