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Outcome of the meeting 
1. Trans-placental route of transmission: 

• CRL presented the preliminary results of BBSRC to investigate trans-
placental and persistent infection with BTV. Apart from the incident in 
Northern Ireland data on 54 calves in 20 farms show that 1/3 of the calves 
were trans-placentally infected. The preliminary conclusions indicate that 
trans-placental transmission ob BTV-8 occurs and it does so frequently but 
it has to be confirmed if this is the major means of over-wintering in 
Northern Europe. 

• The conclusions of the report presented by Belgium indicate that trans-
placental transmission in cattle is proven for BTV-8 but so far no proof yet 
of trans-placental transmission in sheep. Immune-competent and immune-
tolerant calves are born from infected dams. 

• Data from the Netherlands confirm that BTV-8 in found in newborn calves 
indicating trans-placental transmission. 

• The preliminary results of the Spanish investigations under the trans-
placental transmission protocol prepared by the CRL data from 17 farms 
and 88 dams and 93 calves in the seasonally free period of a highly BTV-1 
infected zone did not identify any case of trans-placental transmission. 

• Slovakia reported on one case of trans-placental transmission of BTV-8 in 
a heifer imported into SK from NL. 
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• Similar events indicating trans-placental transmission in cattle have been 
found in 4 MSs for BTV-8 but not for BTV-1 

2. Surveillance 
• The current surveillance activities based on the minimum requirements for 

monitoring and surveillance programmes laid down in Annex I to 
Regulation (EC) No 1266/2007 were discussed. 

• Major drawbacks identified were: 
i. Difficulties to find adequate sentinel animals  
ii. Mass vaccination policy being implemented without a DIVA test 

available 
iii. Divergent views on the relative usefulness of the passive clinical 

surveillance and sentinels. 

• Further reflection is needed on the objectives to be achieved by monitoring 
and surveillance and consequently a rationalization of the measures in 
place could be necessary 

3. Conlusions: 
• Trans-placental transmission of BTV occurs at least for BTV-8. The 

protective measures recently in force (Regulation (EC) No 384/2008) 
appear to be necessary and proportionate. An amendment simplifying the 
provisions as regards the safety of vaccinated animals independently of 
the type of vaccine used (MLV or inactivated) could be needed. 

• An amendment of Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 1266/2007 could be 
needed once the objectives of the surveillance/monitoring, the surveillance 
tools (passive, active, sentinels, serological/virological/entomological) and 
the intensity of surveillance is further developed. 
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