
COMMISSION DECISION

of 24 February 2006

on introducing preventive vaccination against highly pathogenic avian influenza H5N1 and related
provisions for movements in France

(notified under document number C(2006) 632)

(Only the French text is authentic)

(2006/148/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 2005/94/EC of 20
December 2005 on Community measures for the control of
avian influenza and repealing Directive 92/40/EEC (1), and in
particular, Article 57(2) thereof;

Whereas:

(1) Avian influenza is an infectious viral disease in poultry
and birds, causing mortality and disturbances which can
quickly take epizootic proportions liable to present a
serious threat to animal health and under certain circum-
stances to human health. There is a risk that the disease
agent might be spread to other holdings thus reducing
sharply the profitability of poultry farming, to wild birds
and from one Member State to other Member States and
third countries through the international trade in live
birds or their products.

(2) Highly pathogenic avian influenza A virus of subtype
H5N1 has been isolated from wild birds in certain
parts of the Community and in third countries adjacent
to the Community or populated by migratory birds
during winter. The likelihood of virus introduction with
wild birds is increasing during the forthcoming migratory
season.

(3) Early detection systems and biosecurity measures to
reduce the risk of transmission of avian influenza to
poultry flocks are in place in France.

(4) In its opinion on ‘Animal health and welfare aspects of
avian influenza’ of 20 September 2005 the Animal
Health and Welfare Panel of the European Food Safety
Authority (EFSA) recommends that preventive vacci-
nation can be considered if a high risk of virus intro-
duction is identified in densely populated poultry areas.

However, such a practice should not jeopardise the strict
biosecurity and other measures that should be in force in
such areas aimed at eradicating any introduction of virus.

(5) On 21 February 2006, France has submitted to the
Commission for approval a plan for preventive vacci-
nation in the light of the particular risk of introduction
of avian influenza in certain areas of its territory. The
Commission has immediately examined this plan in
collaboration with France and deems that after certain
adaptations it is in conformity with the relevant
Community provisions. It appears therefore appropriate
to approve this plan.

(6) According to this plan France intends to vaccinate ducks
and geese against highly pathogenic avain influenza
H5N1. This should be considered as a ‘pilot project’
since there is limited experience with preventive vacci-
nation in these species.

(7) Only vaccines authorised in accordance with Directive
2001/82/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 6 November 2001 on the Community code
relating to veterinary medicinal products (2) or Regulation
No 726/2004 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 31 March 2004 laying down Community
procedures for the authorisation and supervision of
medicinal products for human and veterinary use and
establishing a European Medicines Agency (3) should be
used.

(8) Where preventive vaccination is carried out in France
monitoring on vaccinated and unvaccinated poultry
flocks and movement restrictions for vaccinated birds
have to be implemented.

(9) The measures provided for in this Decision are in
accordance with the opinion of the Standing
Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health,
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HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

Subject matter, scope and definitions

1. This Decision lays down certain measures to be applied in
France where preventive vaccination is carried out in certain
poultry holdings in defined areas at particular risk for intro-
duction of highly pathogenic avian influenza H5N1 including
provisions for movements of vaccinated poultry and certain
products derived thereof.

2. For the purpose of this Decision the definitions in Article
2 of Council Directive 2005/94/EC shall apply as appropriate.

Article 2

Approval of the vaccination programme

1. The plan for preventive vaccination against highly
pathogenic avian influenza H5N1, submitted by France to the
Commission on 21 February 2006, is approved (‘the preventive
vaccination plan’).

The preventive vaccination shall be carried out with inactivated
heterologous vaccine of avian influenza subtypes H5 authorised
by France in ducks and geese in the areas listed in the Annex
(‘the preventive vaccination areas’).

2. Intensive monitoring and surveillance, as set out in the
preventive vaccination plan shall be carried out in the
preventive vaccination areas.

3. The preventive vaccination plan shall be implemented effi-
ciently.

4. The Commission shall publish the preventive vaccination
plan.

Article 3

Provisions for movements of live poultry, hatching eggs,
day-old chicks, fresh poultry meat, minced meat, meat
preparations, mechanically separated meat and meat

products

Provisions for movements of live poultry and hatching eggs
coming from and/or originating from holdings in which

preventive vaccination is carried out and on movement of
day-old chicks and fresh poultry meat, minced meat, meat
preparations, mechanically separated meat and meat products
derived from poultry vaccinated in accordance with the
preventive vaccination plan shall meet the requirements laid
down in Article 4 to 9 of this Decision.

Article 4

Provisions for movements and dispatch of live poultry,
hatching eggs and day-old chicks

1. The competent authority shall ensure that vaccinated
poultry may only be moved from its holding to:

(a) other holdings where vaccination is carried out; or

(b) other holdings where only vaccinated poultry are kept; or

(c) other holdigns where complete separation between
vaccinated and non vaccinated poultry can be ensured; or

(d) a slaughterhouse for immediate slaughter,

within France.

2. No vaccinated live poultry, hatching eggs and day-old
chicks originating from such poultry shall be dispatched from
France.

3. No live poultry, hatching eggs and day-old chicks origi-
nating from holdings where vaccination has been carried out or
from the holdings referred to in paragraph 1(a), 1(b) or 1(c)
shall be dispatched from France.

Article 5

Health certification for intra-Community trade for
consignments of live poultry, day-old chicks and hatching

eggs

Health certificates for intra-Community trade in live poultry,
day-old chicks and hatching eggs from France shall include
the words:

‘The consignment consists of live poultry/day-old chicks
/hatching eggs originating from holdings where no vacci-
nation against avian influenza has been carried out’.
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Article 6

Provisions for dispatch of fresh meat of poultry, minced
meat, meat preparations, mechanically separated meat and

meat products

1. The competent authority shall ensure that fresh meat
derived from vaccinated poultry in France is only placed on
the market provided that the meat comes from poultry
which:

(a) originate from holdings which have been regularly inspected
and tested with negative results for highly pathogenic avian
influenza H5N1 in accordance with ‘the preventive vacci-
nation plan’, with particular attention paid to sentinel birds;

(b) originate from flocks which have been clinically inspected
by an official veterinarian within 48 hours before loading,
with particular attention paid to sentinel birds;

(c) are kept separated from other flocks which do not comply
with Article 4 and with this Article; and

(d) that the meat has been produced in accordance with Annex
II and Sections II and III of Annex III to Regulation (EC) No
853/2004 (1) and controlled in accordance with Sections I,
II, III, and Chapters V and VII of Section IV of Annex I to
Regulation (EC) No 854/2004 (2);

2. The competent authority shall ensure that minced meat,
meat preparations, mechanically separated meat and meat
products containing meat derived from vaccinated ducks and
geese flocks is only dispatched from France if the meat complies
with paragraph (1) and are produced in accordance with
Sections V and VI of Annex III to Regulation (EC) No
853/2004.

Article 7

Commercial documents for fresh meat of poultry, minced
meat, meat preparations, mechanically separated meat and

meat products

France shall ensure that fresh meat of poultry, minced meat,
meat preparations, mechanically separated meat and meat

products complying with the conditions set out in Article 6 is
accompanied by commercial documents stating:

‘The consignment complies with the animal health conditions
laid down in Commission Decision 2006/148/EC.’

Article 8

Information to Member States

France shall inform in advance the central veterinary authority
in the Member State of destination on movements of
consignments referred to in Article 7.

Article 9

Washing and disinfection of packaging and means of
transport

France shall ensure that the following measures are taken on
holdings, located in areas as listed in the Annex, where
preventive vaccination is carried out:

(a) only disposable packaging material, or packaging material
which can be effectively washed and disinfected, is used for
the collection, storage and transport of hatching eggs and
day-old chicks;

(b) all means of transport used for transporting live poultry,
hatching eggs, day-old poultry, fresh poultry meat, minced
meat, meat preparations, mechanically separated meat and
meat products and poultry feedstuff are cleaned and disin-
fected immediately before and after each transport with
disinfectants and methods of use approved by the
competent authority.

Article 10

Penalties

France shall lay down the rules on penalties applicable to infrin-
gements of provisions of this Decision and shall take all the
measures necessary to ensure that they are implemented. The
penalties provided for must be effective, proportionate and
dissuasive. France shall notify those provisions to the
Commission by 7 March 2006 at the latest and shall notify
the Commission of any subsequent amendments thereof.

Article 11

Reports

France shall submit a report containing information on the
effectiveness of the preventive vaccination plan to the
Commission within one month from the date of application
of this Decision and give monthly reports at the Standing
Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health starting as
from 7 March 2006.
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Article 12

Review of measures

The measures shall be reviewed in the light of the development of the epidemiological situation and new
information becoming available.

Article 13

Addressee

This Decision is addressed to the French Republic.

Done at Brussels, 24 February 2006.

For the Commission
Markos KYPRIANOU

Member of the Commission
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ANNEX

AREAS WHERE PREVENTIVE VACCINATION AGAINST AVIAN INFLUENZA IS
CARRIED OUT IN CERTAIN DUCK AND GEESE HOLDINGS

List of communes

DÉPARTEMENT DES LANDES

AIRE-SUR-L'ADOUR

ANGRESSE

ARBOUCAVE

ARTASSENX

ARTHEZ-D'ARMAGNAC

AUBAGNAN

AUDIGNON

BAHUS-SOUBIRAN

BASCONS

BAS-MAUCO

BATS

BÉNESSE-MAREMNE

BENQUET

BETBEZER-D'ARMAGNAC

BIARROTTE

BIAUDOS

BISCARROSSE

BORDÈRES-ET-LAMENSANS

BOSTENS

BOUGUE

BOURDALAT

BRETAGNE-DE-MARSAN

BUANES

CAPBRETON

CASTANDET

CASTELNAU-TURSAN

CAZÈRES-SUR-L'ADOUR

CLASSUN

CLÈDES

COUDURES

CRÉON-D'ARMAGNAC

DUHORT-BACHEN

DUMES

ESCALANS

ESTIGARDE

EUGÉNIE-LES-BAINS

EYRES-MONCUBE

FARGUES

FRÈCHE (LE)

GABARRET

GAILLÈRES

GEAUNE

GRENADE-SUR-L'ADOUR

HAGETMAU

HAUT-MAUCO

HERRÉ

HONTANX

HORSARRIEU

LABASTIDE-CHALOSSE

LABASTIDE-D'ARMAGNAC

LABENNE

LACAJUNTE

LACQUY

LACRABE

LAGLORIEUSE

LAGRANGE

LARRIVIÈRE

LATRILLE

LAURET

LOSSE

LUSSAGNET

MANT

MAURIES

MAURRIN

MAUVEZIN-D'ARMAGNAC

MAZEROLLES

MIRAMONT-SENSACQ

MOMUY

MONGET

MONSÉGUR

MONT-DE-MARSAN

MONTÉGUT

MONTGAILLARD

MONTSOUÉ

MORGANX

ONDRES

ORX

PARLEBOSCQ

PAYROS-CAZAUTETS

PÉCORADE

PERQUIE

PEYRE

PHILONDENX

PIMBO

PORT-DE-LANNE

POUDENX

POUYDESSEAUX

PUJO-LE-PLAN

PUYOL-CAZALET

RENUNG

RIMBEZ-ET-BAUDIETS

SAINT-AGNET

SAINT-ANDRÉ-DE-SEIGNANX

SAINT-BARTHÉLEMY

SAINTE-COLOMBE

SAINT-CRICQ-VILLENEUVE

SAINT-ÉTIENNE-D'ORTHE

SAINTE-FOY

SAINT-GEIN

SAINT-JEAN-DE-MARSACQ

SAINT-JULIEN-D'ARMAGNAC

SAINT-JUSTIN

SAINT-LAURENT-DE-GOSSE

SAINT-LOUBOUER

SAINTE-MARIE-DE-GOSSE

SAINT-MARTIN-DE-HINX

SAINT-MARTIN-DE-SEIGNANX

SAINT-MAURICE-SUR-L'ADOUR

SAINT-PIERRE-DU-MONT

SAINT-SEVER

SAINT-VINCENT-DE-TYROSSE

SAMADET

SANGUINET

SARRAZIET

SARRON

SAUBION

SAUBRIGUES

SERRES-GASTON

SOORTS-HOSSEGOR

SORBETS

TARNOS

URGONS

VIELLE-TURSAN

VIGNAU (LE)

VILLENEUVE-DE-MARSAN
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DÉPARTEMENT DE LA LOIRE-ATLANTIQUE

ARTHON-EN-RETZ

ASSÉRAC

AVESSAC

BASSE-GOULAINE

BAULE-ESCOUBLAC (LA)

BATZ-SUR-MER

BERNERIE-EN-RETZ (LA)

BESNÉ

BIGNON (LE)

BLAIN

BOUAYE

BOUÉE

BOUGUENAIS

BOURGNEUF-EN-RETZ

BOUVRON

BRAINS

CAMPBON

CARQUEFOU

CHAPELLE-DES-MARAIS (LA)

CHAPELLE-GLAIN (LA)

CHAPELLE-LAUNAY (LA)

CHAPELLE-SUR-ERDRE (LA)

CHAUVÉ

CHEIX-EN-RETZ

CHÉMÉRÉ

CHEVROLIÈRE (LA)

CONQUÉREUIL

CORDEMAIS

CORSEPT

COUËRON

CROISIC (LE)

CROSSAC

DONGES

DREFFÉAC

FAY-DE-BRETAGNE

FÉGRÉAC

FRESNAY-EN-RETZ

FROSSAY

GÂVRE (LE)

GENESTON

GRIGONNAIS (LA)

GUÉMÉNÉ-PENFAO

GUENROUET

GUÉRANDE

HERBIGNAC

INDRE

JUIGNÉ-DES-MOUTIERS

LIMOUZINIÈRE (LA)

LAVAU-SUR-LOIRE

MACHECOUL

MALVILLE

MARNE (LA)

MARSAC-SUR-DON

MASSÉRAC

MESQUER

MISSILLAC

MONTAGNE (LA)

MONTOIR-DE-BRETAGNE

MOUTIERS-EN-RETZ (LES)

NANTES

NOTRE-DAME-DES-LANDES

ORVAULT

PAIMBOEUF

PELLERIN (LE)

PIERRIC

PIRIAC-SUR-MER

PLAINE-SUR-MER (LA)

PLESSÉ

PONT-CHÂTEAU

PONT-SAINT-MARTIN

PORNIC

PORNICHET

PORT-SAINT-PÈRE

POULIGUEN (LE)

PRÉFAILLES

PRINQUIAU

QUILLY

REZÉ

ROUANS

SAINT-AIGNAN-GRANDLIEU

SAINT-ANDRÉ-DES-EAUX

SAINTE-ANNE-SUR-BRIVET

SAINT-BRÉVIN-LES-PINS

SAINT-COLOMBAN

SAINT-ÉTIENNE-DE-MONTLUC

SAINT-GILDAS-DES-BOIS

SAINT-HERBLAIN

SAINT-HILAIRE-DE-CHALÉONS

SAINT-JEAN-DE-BOISEAU

SAINT-JOACHIM

SAINT-JULIEN-DE-VOUVANTES

SAINT-LÉGER-LES-VIGNES

SAINTE-LUCE-SUR-LOIRE

SAINT-LUMINE-DE-COUTAIS

SAINT-LYPHARD

SAINT-MALO-DE-GUERSAC

SAINT-MARS-DE-COUTAIS

SAINT-MÊME-LE-TENU

SAINT-MICHEL-CHEF-CHEF

SAINT-MOLF

SAINT-NAZAIRE

SAINT-NICOLAS-DE-REDON

SAINTE-PAZANNE

SAINT-PÈRE-EN-RETZ

SAINT-PHILBERT-DE-GRAND-LIEU

SAINTE-REINE-DE-BRETAGNE

SAINT-SÉBASTIEN-SUR-LOIRE

SAINT-VIAUD

SAUTRON

SAVENAY

SÉVERAC

SORINIÈRES (LES)

TEMPLE-DE-BRETAGNE (LE)

TREILLIÈRES

TRIGNAC

TURBALLE (LA)

VAY

VERTOU

VIGNEUX-DE-BRETAGNE

VUE
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DÉPARTEMENT DE LA VENDÉE

AIGUILLON-SUR-MER (L')

AIGUILLON-SUR-VIE (L')

ANGLES

AUZAY

AVRILLÉ

BARBÂTRE

BARRE-DE-MONTS (LA)

BEAUVOIR-SUR-MER

BENET

BERNARD (LE)

BESSAY

BOIS-DE-CÉNÉ

BOISSIÈRE-DES-LANDES (LA)

BOUILLÉ-COURDAULT

BOUIN

BREM-SUR-MER

BRÉTIGNOLLES-SUR-MER

BRETONNIÈRE (LA)

CHAILLÉ-LES-MARAIS

CHAILLÉ-SOUS-LES-ORMEAUX

CHAIX

CHAIZE-GIRAUD (LA)

CHAPELLE-ACHARD (LA)

CHAMPAGNÉ-LES-MARAIS

CHAMP-SAINT-PÈRE (LE)

CHASNAIS

CHÂTEAU-D'OLONNE

CHÂTEAU-GUIBERT

CHÂTEAUNEUF

CLAYE (LA)

CORPE

COUTURE (LA)

CURZON

DAMVIX

DOIX

ÉPINE (L')

FAUTE-SUR-MER (LA)

FENOUILLER (LE)

FONTAINES

FONTENAY-LE-COMTE

GIROUARD (LE)

GIVRAND

GIVRE (LE)

GROSBREUIL

GRUES

GUÉ-DE-VELLUIRE (LE)

GUÉRINIÈRE (LA)

ÎLE-D'ELLE (L')

ÎLE-D'OLONNE (L')

JARD-SUR-MER

JONCHÈRE (LA)

LAIROUX

LANDEVIEILLE

LANGON (LE)

LIEZ

LONGÈVES

LONGEVILLE-SUR-MER

LUÇON

MAGNILS-REIGNIERS (LES)

MAILLÉ

MAILLEZAIS

MAREUIL-SUR-LAY-DISSAIS

MAZEAU (LE)

MONTREUIL

MOREILLES

MOTHE-ACHARD (LA)

MOUTIERS-LES-MAUXFAITS

MOUTIERS-SUR-LE-LAY

MOUZEUIL-SAINT-MARTIN

NALLIERS

NIEUL-LE-DOLENT

NIEUL-SUR-L'AUTISE

NOIRMOUTIER-EN-L'ÎLE

NOTRE-DAME-DE-MONTS

OLONNE-SUR-MER

ORBRIE (L')

OULMES

PÉAULT

PERRIER (LE)

PETOSSE

PISSOTTE

POIRÉ-SUR-VELLUIRE (LE)

POIROUX

POUILLÉ

PUYRAVAULT

ROSNAY

SABLES-D'OLONNE (LES)

SAINT-AUBIN-LA-PLAINE

SAINT-AVAUGOURD-DES-LANDES

SAINT-BENOIST-SUR-MER

SAINT-CYR-EN-TALMONDAIS

SAINT-DENIS-DU-PAYRÉ

SAINT-ÉTIENNE-DE-BRILLOUET

SAINTE-FOY

SAINTE-GEMME-LA-PLAINE

SAINT-GERVAIS

SAINT-GILLES-CROIX-DE-VIE

SAINTE-HERMINE

SAINT-HILAIRE-DE-RIEZ

SAINT-HILAIRE-DES-LOGES

SAINT-HILAIRE-LA-FORÊT

SAINT-JEAN-DE-BEUGNÉ

SAINT-JEAN-DE-MONTS

SAINT-JULIEN-DES-LANDES

SAINT-MARTIN-DE-FRAIGNEAU

SAINT-MATHURIN

SAINT-MICHEL-EN-L'HERM

SAINT-MICHEL-LE-CLOUCQ

SAINTE-PEXINE

SAINT-PIERRE-LE-VIEUX

SAINTE-RADEGONDE-DES-NOYERS

SAINT-RÉVÉREND

SAINT-SIGISMOND

SAINT-URBAIN

SAINT-VINCENT-SUR-GRAON

SAINT-VINCENT-SUR-JARD

SALLERTAINE

SÉRIGNÉ

TABLIER (LE)

TAILLÉE (LA)

TALMONT-SAINT-HILAIRE

TRANCHE-SUR-MER (LA)

TRIAIZE

VAIRÉ

VELLUIRE

VIX

VOUILLÉ-LES-MARAIS

XANTON-CHASSENON
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Council Directive 2005/94/EC of 20 December 2005 on Community measures for the 
control of avian influenza and repealing Directive 92/40/EEC considers (in the 20th recital) 
that : 

 
(20) (...) Current knowledge suggests that vaccination may be useful not only as a 
short-term measure in emergencies but also as a long-term measure to prevent 
disease in situations of higher risk of introduction of avian influenza viruses from 
wild life or other sources. Provisions should therefore be established for both 
emergency and preventive vaccination. 
 

Article 56, paragraph 1, which deals with preventive vaccination of poultry and other 
captive birds, provides: 
 

“Member States may introduce preventive vaccination in poultry or other captive 
birds as a long term measure in accordance with this Section where they deem that 
on the basis of a risk assessment certain areas of their territory, type of poultry 
husbandry or certain categories of poultry or other captive birds or the poultry or 
other captive birds compartments are exposed to the risk of avian influenza.” 

 
The second paragraph of the same Article stipulates:  
 

“Where a Member State intends to introduce preventive vaccination, as provided for 
in paragraph 1, it shall submit a preventive vaccination plan to the Commission for 
its approval”. 
 

In accordance with Council Directive 2005/94/EC, the French authorities wish to submit to 
the Commission this preventive vaccination plan for certain categories of poultry in 
France. 
 
2. CRITERIA JUSTIFYING USE OF PREVENTIVE VACCINATION 
 

2.1. Epidemiological situation 
 
- Avian influenza is an infectious viral disease of poultry and birds causing heavy mortality 
or serious symptoms, which on account of its contagiousness, can present a serious 
threat to animal health and public health and drastically reduce the profitability of poultry 
husbandry. 
 
- It has now been verified that the avian influenza virus has been spread from central Asia 
by migrating birds, and that the two main migration routes that affect France could 
present a potential risk of introducing the virus, both in the autumn and in winter when the 
flow of birds is pushed westwards by cold fronts, and in spring when birds that wintered in 
Africa, possibly infected by birds coming from Asia, return to France. 
 
- France is actually located at the crossroads of several migration paths, and has many 
resting and visiting places for a large range of species of migratory birds. Thus infected 
migrating birds could infect the commercial poultry sector through direct or indirect 
contact. On account of the large-scale poultry farms in certain regions, the introduction of 
a highly pathogenic influenza virus could lead to a very rapid spread of the disease to 
  -Page 2 sur 20 



many farms, causing many outbreaks and henceforth considerable economic loss, along 
the lines of what happened in the Netherlands in 2003. 
 
- Outbreaks of highly pathogenic avian influenza, caused by influenza virus A sub-type 
H5N1, have appeared in Romania, Turkey, Ukraine and Russia since autumn 2005. 
 
- Dead wild birds, infected with the highly pathogenic H5N1 virus, have been found since 
the beginning of 2006 in several EU countries including France.  
 
- It is of the utmost importance to protect domestic poultry from any direct or indirect 
contact with wild birds. Keeping poultry in confinement is the means that should be 
preferred to avoid contacts between the two bird populations. However, on account of the 
husbandry methods for certain categories of French poultry (raised in open air) and of the 
fact that it is not always possible to keep poultry indoors for long periods because of 
welfare animal, use of vaccination may represent one measure in the fight that will allow 
controlling the risk of contamination from infected wild birds. 
 
- For these reasons, France wishes to submit a vaccination programme for certain 
categories of non-confinable poultry, to reduce the risk of the introduction and spread of 
avian influenza virus sub-type H5N1 from wild birds, and in particular from water fowl, in 
application of Commission decision 2005/744/EC1 of 21 October 2005. Birds affected are 
those that on account of their life style are raised in the open and cannot be adequately 
protected from direct and indirect contact with wild birds. 
 
 

2.2. Opinion of the French Agency for Food Safety (AFSSA)  
 
The French Agency for Food Safety (AFSSA) was on 10 February 2006 requested by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries to re-evaluate the previous opinions it had given, 
having regard to the latest events in the epidemiological situation of avian influenza. 
 
Taking into account the increased risk of infection to French birds, AFSSA, in its opinion 
submitted on 14 February, has formulated several recommendations. 
 
In particular, it recommends the following measures to the French authorities: 
 

- Compliance with bio-safety measures throughout the country (favouring the 
confinement of poultry when such is practicable), 
 
- The use of total confinement of poultry in wetlands considered at risk as well as 
the “Départements” of Landes (40), Loire-Atlantique (44) and Vendée (85) 
(“Départements” with a very high density of anatidea farms), 
 
- the preventive vaccination of duck and geese species, if their confinement 
cannot be carried out in the at risk wetlands of the “Départements” of Landes 
(40), Loire-Atlantique (44) and Vendée (85), 
 
- To start vaccination as soon as possible, bearing in mind the time required for its 
implementation and the development of post-vaccination immunity. 
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3. OBJECTIVES OF THE VACCINATION PLAN 
 
Vaccination will reduce the sensitivity and susceptibility of poultry to AI.  
It protects against the clinical expression of the disease. It reduces the susceptibility of 
the vaccinated poultry (the dose required for infection from a wild strain is much larger 
amongst vaccinated birds than non-vaccinated ones).  
Further, vaccination considerably reduces viral excretion if vaccinated birds are infected 
by a wild strain. 
These elements contribute to considerably preventing and reducing the spread of the 
virus.  
 
The objective of the French vaccination plan is thus to reduce the risk of infection to 
poultry and the spread of the virus by them, by offering farmers an alternative to 
confinement, when such is impracticable to implement. 
 
The purpose of targeted vaccination of ducks and geese is besides the prevention of the 
first outbreak, the limiting of the risk of the possible spread of the HP H5N1 virus, since 
the lower sensitivity of these birds might lower the probability of early detection. 
 
Based on the recommendations of AFSSA and Article 56 of Directive 2005/94/EC, the 
French authorities submit the programme for preventive vaccination against avian 
influenza as detailed below to the Commission for its approval. 
 
 
4. THE VACCINATION PLAN 
 
4.1 Legal and regulatory basis for the vaccination of ducks and geese against avian 
influenza in France 
 
Council Directive 2005/94/EC of 20 December 2005 on Community measures for the 
control of avian influenza and repealing Directive 92/40/EEC ; 
 
Commission Decision of 24 February 2006 on introducing preventive vaccination against 
highly pathogenic avian influenza H5N1 and related provisions for movements in France ; 
 
Title II of Book II of the Rural Code, in particular Articles L. 221-1, L. 221-11, L, 221-12, D. 
223-22, R. 228-1 and R. 228-7 ; 
 
Title II of Book II of the Rural Code, in particular Articles L. 221-1, L. 221-11, L. 221-12, D. 
223-22, R. 228-1 and R. 228-7 ; 
 
Ministerial Order of 8th June 1994 as modified setting the measures for the control of 
avian influenza ; 
 
Ministerial Order of 24 October 2005 for the application of Article L. 221-1 of the Rural 
Code ; 
 
Ministerial Order of 16 February 2006 modifying the Order of 24 October 2005 in respect 
of protective measures for birds against avian influenza ; 
 
Order of 24 February 2006 in respect of the preventive vaccination of ducks and geese 
raised in certain at risk regions, against avian influenza ; 
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Opinion of the French Agency for Food Safety dated 14 February 2006 concerning the 
risk of introduction into the country by migrating birds of virus H5N1 HP, the applicable 
bio-safety measures for domestic birds, the sanitary risk connected to concentrations of 
domestic or pet birds, and the opportunity of using vaccination.  
 
4.2. Geographic areas affected by the programme 
 
The vaccination programme will affect ducks and geese farms in the at risk areas of 3 
“Départements” as specified in AFSSA’s opinion. 
 
3 vaccination areas are defined: 
 

- in the “Département” of Landes (40): 125 municipalities 
- in the “Département” of Loire-Atlantique (44): 134 municipalities 
- in the “Département” of Vendée (85): 128 municipalities 

 
(Cf. Appendix I, the list of “Départements” and municipalities affected, and in Appendices 
II and III maps of the vaccination areas). 
 
4.3 Types of farms and species affected 
 
The vaccination programme will only affect farms raising ducks and geese for which 
confinement is not possible. These are open-air farms, without buildings or with buildings 
that are not large enough to allow the confinement of all the poultry kept in the farm. 
 
Small flocks under 100 poultry (backyards flocks) must be confined, and will therefore not 
be involved in the vaccination programme. 
 
In sum, vaccination will only affect ducks and geese and will be limited to certain parts of 
three “Départements” (with high density of poultry farms), corresponding to the at risk 
wetlands: 
 

“Département” 
 

Number of 
municipalities

Estimated number of 
farms to be vaccinated

Estimated number of 
animals in these farms

40 125 120 600,000 
44 134 30 150,000 
85 128 30 150,000 
Total 387 180 900,000 

 
4.4 Vaccines employed 
 
The vaccines likely to be used in the programme will be inactivated, oily, heterologous 
vaccines that can provide protection against the H5N1 virus and that will receive the 
government approvals required through the National Agency for Veterinary Medicine 
(temporary approval for sale to professionals (ATVAP) and a temporary usage approval 
(ATU)). 
 
Two vaccines against IA H5N1 now have ATVAP/ATU approvals in France: 

- Nobilis H5N2 vaccine, manufactured by Intervet, Boxmeer in the Netherlands 
- H5N3 vaccine from Fort Dodge Animal Health, USA 

A third vaccine (Merial) is being tested in the light of the latest data provided. 
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Since the H5N3 vaccine from Fort Dodge is not currently available, only the Nobilis H5N2 
will be used as part of this programme. 



 
Approvals for other vaccines are undergoing preliminary examination by AFSSA (National 
Agency for Veterinary Medicine). These vaccines might be used at a later stage, in which 
case the French authorities will inform the Commission accordingly. 
 
All the vaccines likely to be used in France will have to allow the detection of possible 
viral spread, especially through the differentiation of post-vaccination antibodies from 
those that follow an infection (DIVA system). 
 
The inactivated Nobilis Influenza H5N2 vaccine (from Intervet) is provided in a 500 ml. 
bottle. It is administered subcutaneously in 1 ml. doses. 
Two shots are required at an interval that depends on the type of production (see 
following table): 
 

 Minimum age for 
first injection 

 

Second shot 

 
Duck ready for 
foie gras 
production 
 

 
3 weeks 

 
4 weeks later 

 
Geese 
 

 
4 weeks 

 
3 weeks later 

 
Other ducks 
 

  
 3 weeks 

 
4 weeks later 

Notes: 
 

The first injection is not given to the 
birds in the month prior to their 
departure from the farm. 
 
The second shot is not carried out 
on birds due to leave the farm during 
the week scheduled for the second 
shot 
  

 
Note: outline of animal husbandry steps of foie gras production 
 

 Before foie gras production 
 Post hatching period 

(confined building) 
Free range period, with no 
sufficient shelter to allow 
permanent confinement 

 
Foie gras production

Duck for foie gras 
production 

0 – 3 weeks 4 – 12 weeks 13 – 15 weeks 

Geese for foie gras 
production 

0 – 3 weeks 4 – 13 weeks 14 – 16 weeks 

 
4.5 Organisation and methods of vaccination 
 
Species targeted: Anatidae 
All species of geese and ducks (Carina moschata, Anas sp. and Anser sp.) and 
crossbreeds belonging to flocks for which confinement is not practicable, in the at risk 
zones in the “Départements” of Landes, Loire-Atlantique and Vendée. 
 
Age for vaccination: 
In accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations, generally in animals from 3 or 4 
weeks (cf. table above). 
 
Supervision 
Vaccination will be carried out at the responsibility of the farmer’s vet, who will directly 
supervise the vaccination team placed under his authority. 
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The keeper of the birds must facilitate the work of the team responsible for capture, 
restraint and administration of the vaccine. He must also ensure restraint of the birds 
during monitoring. 



 
Bio-security measures:  
The breeders involved in the vaccination plan must comply with the provisions of the 
guide for good sanitary practice.  
 
Timetable 
The first shots should be carried out as soon as possible. 
The second shots should take place between 20 March and 1st April 2006. 
At the time of the second shot, those ducks and geese present that have by then reached 
the minimum age required shall receive their first injection. The second shot will be 
carried out on the birds in accordance with the previous table. 
 
Delivery of the vaccine 
The supply and distribution of vaccines to the operators will be carried out under the 
supervision of the Director of “Départemental” Veterinary Services (DDSV) of each of the 
three “Départements”. 
Each delivery of vaccines will be recorded together with details of the vet responsible for 
the vaccinations, the quantities delivered, the farms in question and the breeding 
population at each. 
 
Vaccination report 
After the vaccination, the vet shall report to the head of the Director of “Départemental” 
Veterinary Services (DDSV) on the vaccinations carried out by sending in a report that 
identifies the farms, flocks, number of poultry vaccinated and date of vaccination. 
The residual, unused vaccine doses must be destroyed by the vets and be recorded. 
A vaccination certificate is provided to the keeper of the animals. It states the 
requirements with which the latter must comply. 
 
 
5. MONITORING OF VACCINATED FARMS 
 
Vaccination will be systematically accompanied by the implementation of a post-vaccination 
monitoring plan for vaccinated farms, for which the methods (inspection, sampling, type of 
analyses to be carried out, use of sentinel birds, monthly inspections by the vet, etc.) are 
specified below. 
 
5.1 Objectives of monitoring 
 
Specific surveillance of vaccinated flocks is implemented in order to identify the possible 
contamination by highly pathogenic influenza virus, with clinical signs or not. 
 
This monitoring is based on clinical investigations, monitoring of alert criteria and virological 
tests. 
Laboratory tests are carried out on non-vaccinated sentinel birds (virological tests). 
Note: the DIVA method has not been validated on ducks and geese since the kinetics of the 
antibodies is not fully known in these species. 
 
This surveillance is carried out by both the keeper of the birds and the vet, in accordance 
with methods stipulated below. 
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5.2 Methods of monitoring 
 
5.2.1 Clinical monitoring 
 
First inspection, day of vaccination 
Prior to the start of vaccinations, the vet shall inspect all the poultry and birds on the farm. 
He shall make a precise count of the bird population (cf. Appendix V). 
Vaccination is only carried out if all the birds appear to be in good health. 
 
Daily and monthly inspections 
The holder must check every day certain performance criteria on his farm, and warn the 
vet within 24 hours if any of these criteria reach the alert threshold (cf. Appendix IV, Alert 
Criteria). 
The vet shall visit and inspect the farm once a month. During his visits he shall check the 
farm register, the staff, the state of health of the birds and carry out the specified 
sampling. 
He shall verify that the possible deaths of control birds and alert criteria have been 
properly declared to him if needs be. He shall count the sentinel birds present. 
 
Alert criteria 
When it has been noted at a farm that there has been a reduction in water or food 
consumption, a drop in egg laying or deaths beyond the alert thresholds defined in the 
appendix, the vet must check out the causes and takes the necessary samples for an AI 
virological test by RT-PCR. He informs the Director of “Départemental” Veterinary 
Services (DDSV) accordingly and submits a visit report (cf. appendix). 
 
Sentinels 
The sentinel birds are identified by a colour ring for easy identification. 
These are birds in good health. When vaccination is carried out on flocks of birds of 
varied ages, the sentinel birds are selected from among the youngest birds that are in 
age to be vaccinated. 
 
 
Table: Number of sentinel birds in relation to the number of birds of same age (or per 
farm if several age groups): 
 

Less than 100 head 100 – 500 head  
500 – 3,000 

Over 3,000 

No vaccination 
(confinement 
obligatory) 

10% of population 50 100 

 
 
The keeper must report any deaths of sentinel birds to the vet within 24 hours, and keep 
the corpse between 0°C et + 4°C in order to facilitate a post mortem exam. 
The vet shall carry out a post mortem and in the event that no evident cause of death is 
diagnosed during the examination, samples will be systematically taken in order to carry 
out virological test by RT-PCR at one of the laboratories shown in the appendix. 
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5.2.2 Virological surveillance of sentinel birds 
 
Sampling of sentinel birds 
 
For farms of ducks and geese for foie gras production, each same age group is sampled 
in the week prior to leaving the farm. 
For other flocks of under 500 birds: the sentinel birds are sampled every two months; for 
flocks of over 500 birds, sentinels are sampled every month. 
 
Type and number of sampling 
15 tracheal swabs and 15 cloacal swabs are made on different birds (30 birds sampled in 
total, or all the control birds if less than 30). 
This sample facilitates detecting, on entirely receptive birds because they have not been 
vaccinated, a 10% prevalence with 95% probability. 
 
Analyses  
An RT-PCR analysis of the “M” gene of AI virus is carried out; in the event of positive 
result, the national reference laboratory (LNR AFSSA) carries out a test for subtype H5. 
 
Receiving laboratories are listed below: 
 

LDA 01 Site santé animale Chemin de la Miche Cénord 01012 Bourg en Bresse 
Cedex, Tel: 04 74 45 58 00, fax : 04 74 23 60 35 

LDA 21 2 ter, rue Hoche B.P. 678 - 21017 Dijon Cedex Tel: 03 80 63 67 70, fax: 
03 80 43 54 52 

LDA 22 5-7 rue du Sabot B.P. 54 - 22400 Ploufragan tel : 02 96 01 37 22,    fax : 
02 96 01 37 50 

Laboratoire de 
Touraine 

Le Bas Champeigné Parcay Meslay 37082 Tours Cedex 2            Tel.: 02 
47 49 50 80,  fax : 02 47 49 50 81  

LD 40 1 rue Marcel David - B.P. 219 - 40004 Mont de Marsan Cedex          tel 
05 58 06 0808   fax: 05 58 06 15 47 

IDAC 44 Route de Gachet BP 80603 44306 Nantes cedex 03  Tel: 02 51 85 44 44,  
fax: 02 51 85 44 50  

 
 
5.2.3 Serological surveillance to monitor antibodies 
 
In thirty flocks blood sampling will be carried out three times (the first at the first 
vaccination, the second at the second vaccination and the third 4 weeks later) on 20 
vaccinated birds and 20 sentinel birds to monitor the evolution of the serological titre of 
antibodies. 
The serological method used will be the inhibition of hemagglutination. 
 
5.2.4 Clinical surveillance of flocks of hens, chickens and turkeys located in the 
vaccination areas 
 
Clinical surveillance will be carried out on flocks of hens, chickens and turkeys located in 
the vaccination areas. 
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6 TRACEABILITY AND EVOLUTION OF VACCINATED BIRDS AND THEIR 
PRODUCTS:  
 
Each vaccinated bird could be individually marked. However, considering that: 

• the scientific data available demonstrate the complete harmlessness of the 
vaccines for the birds and their products 

• the relevance of the surveillance programme shows the absence of the 
H5N1 virus, 

• the presence of many flocks of species susceptible to the virus located in 
the vaccination areas, which, by remaining healthy, proves that the virus is 
not circulating, 

it would not seem justified in terms of the risk to carry out individual identification of the 
vaccinated birds. 
 
All vaccinated farms shall be identified and registered to facilitate traceability of the birds 
and their products.  
 
The movements of vaccinated poultry, poultry, hatching eggs and chicks from farms where 
there are vaccinated poultry and products of vaccinated poultry are subject to the provisions 
of the Ministerial Order and Instruction for the implementation of the aforementioned 
decision of the Commission dated 24 February 2006.  
 
The manure and beddings must remain on the farm. 
 
 
7. SUPERVISION AND OFFICIAL WARRANTIES 
 
The vaccination programme is carried out under the supervision and at the direct 
responsibility of the competent authority (DGAL and DDSV). 
A vet is appointed by the competent authority (DDSV) to carry out the vaccination and 
surveillance in each of the farms affected by the vaccination. 
The list of all farms vaccinated and their populations (vaccinated and non-vaccinated) is 
kept up to date by the DDSV and the national administration headquarters. 
The competent authority (DDSV) shall deliver the vaccine to the vet responsible for the 
vaccination and shall carry out the hazardous checks to verify the proper implementation 
of the vaccination programme and the correct use of the vaccine. 
The competent authority shall verify that the amount of vaccine used corresponds to the 
number of poultry declared in the vaccination report. 
 
Vaccinated poultry shall only be transported to another country with the authorisation of 
the competent French authority (DDSV) and that of the destination country. 
 
 
8. REPORTS TO THE COMMISSION AND TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE 
FOOD CHAIN AND ANIMAL HEALTH (SCoFCAH) 
 
Regular, detailed reports on the progress of operations shall be sent to the Commission 
to be submitted to the Standing Committee of the Food Chain and Animal Health 
(SCoFCAH). 
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Appendix I: List of municipalities affected by vaccination 
 

 
« DÉPARTEMENT » OF LANDES 

 
AIRE-SUR-L'ADOUR LAGLORIEUSE SAINT-MARTIN-DE-HINX 
ANGRESSE LAGRANGE SAINT-MARTIN-DE-SEIGNANX 
ARBOUCAVE LARRIVIERE SAINT-MAURICE-SUR-ADOUR 
ARTASSENX LATRILLE SAINT-PIERRE-DU-MONT 
ARTHEZ-D'ARMAGNAC LAURET SAINT-SEVER 
AUBAGNAN LE FRECHE SAINT-VINCENT-DE-TYROSSE 
AUDIGNON LE VIGNAU SAMADET 
BAHUS-SOUBIRAN LOSSE SANGUINET 
BASCONS LUSSAGNET SARRAZIET 
BAS-MAUCO MANT SARRON 
BATS MAURIES SAUBION 
BENESSE-MAREMNE MAURRIN SAUBRIGUES 
BENQUET MAUVEZIN-D'ARMAGNAC SERRES-GASTON 
BETBEZER-D'ARMAGNAC MAZEROLLES SOORTS-HOSSEGOR 
BIARROTTE MIRAMONT-SENSACQ SORBETS 
BIAUDOS MOMUY TARNOS 
BISCARROSSE MONGET URGONS 
BORDERES-ET-LAMENSANS MONSEGUR VIELLE-TURSAN 
BOSTENS MONT-DE-MARSAN VILLENEUVE-DE-MARSAN 
BOUGUE MONTEGUT  
BOURDALAT MONTGAILLARD  
BRETAGNE-DE-MARSAN MONTSOUE  
BUANES MORGANX  
CAPBRETON ONDRES  
CASTANDET ORX  
CASTELNAU-TURSAN PARLEBOSCQ  
CAZERES-SUR-L'ADOUR PAYROS-CAZAUTETS  
CLASSUN PECORADE  
CLEDES PERQUIE  
COUDURES PEYRE  
CREON-D'ARMAGNAC PHILONDENX  
DUHORT-BACHEN PIMBO  
DUMES PORT-DE-LANNE  
ESCALANS POUDENX  
ESTIGARDE POUYDESSEAUX  
EUGENIE-LES-BAINS PUJO-LE-PLAN  
EYRES-MONCUBE PUYOL-CAZALET  
FARGUES RENUNG  
GABARRET RIMBEZ-ET-BAUDIETS  
GAILLERES SAINT-AGNET  
GEAUNE SAINT-ANDRE-DE-SEIGNANX  
GRENADE-SUR-L'ADOUR SAINT-BARTHELEMY  
HAGETMAU SAINT-CRICQ-VILLENEUVE  
HAUT-MAUCO SAINTE-COLOMBE  
HERRE SAINTE-FOY  
HONTANX SAINTE-MARIE-DE-GOSSE  
HORSARRIEU SAINT-ETIENNE-D'ORTHE  
LABASTIDE-CHALOSSE SAINT-GEIN  
LABASTIDE-D'ARMAGNAC SAINT-JEAN-DE-MARSACQ  
LABENNE SAINT-JULIEN-D'ARMAGNAC  
LACAJUNTE SAINT-JUSTIN  
LACQUY SAINT-LAURENT-DE-GOSSE  
LACRABE SAINT-LOUBOUER  
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“DÉPARTEMENT” OF LOIRE-ATLANTIQUE 
 
ARTHON-EN-RETZ LAVAU-SUR-LOIRE SAINT-LUMINE-DE-COUTAIS 
ASSERAC LE BIGNON SAINT-LYPHARD 
AVESSAC LE CROISIC SAINT-MALO-DE-GUERSAC 
BASSE-GOULAINE LE GAVRE SAINT-MARS-DE-COUTAIS 
BATZ-SUR-MER LE PELLERIN SAINT-MEME-LE-TENU 
BESNE LE POULIGUEN SAINT-MICHEL-CHEF-CHEF 
BLAIN LE TEMPLE-DE-BRETAGNE SAINT-MOLF 
BOUAYE LES MOUTIERS-EN-RETZ SAINT-NAZAIRE 
BOUEE LES SORINIERES SAINT-NICOLAS-DE-REDON 
BOUGUENAIS MACHECOUL SAINT-PERE-EN-RETZ 
BOURGNEUF-EN-RETZ MALVILLE SAINT-PHILBERT-DE-GRAND-LIEU 
BOUVRON MARSAC-SUR-DON SAINT-SEBASTIEN-SUR-LOIRE 
BRAINS MASSERAC SAINT-VIAUD 
CAMPBON MESQUER SAUTRON 
CARQUEFOU MISSILLAC SAVENAY 
CHAUVE MONTOIR-DE-BRETAGNE SEVERAC 
CHEIX-EN-RETZ NANTES TREILLIERES 
CHEMERE NOTRE-DAME-DES-LANDES TRIGNAC 
CONQUEREUIL ORVAULT VAY 
CORDEMAIS PAIMBOEUF VERTOU 
CORSEPT PIERRIC VIGNEUX-DE-BRETAGNE 
COUERON PIRIAC-SUR-MER VUE 
CROSSAC PLESSE  
DONGES PONTCHATEAU  
DREFFEAC PONT-SAINT-MARTIN  
FAY-DE-BRETAGNE PORNIC  
FEGREAC PORNICHET  
FRESNAY-EN-RETZ PORT-SAINT-PERE  
FROSSAY PREFAILLES  
GENESTON PRINQUIAU  
GUEMENE-PENFAO QUILLY  
GUENROUET REZE  
GUERANDE ROUANS  
HERBIGNAC SAINT-AIGNAN-GRANDLIEU  
INDRE SAINT-ANDRE-DES-EAUX  
JUIGNE-DES-MOUTIERS SAINT-BREVIN-LES-PINS  
LA BAULE-ESCOUBLAC SAINT-COLOMBAN  
LA BERNERIE-EN-RETZ SAINTE-ANNE-SUR-BRIVET  
LA CHAPELLE-DES-MARAIS SAINTE-LUCE-SUR-LOIRE  
LA CHAPELLE-GLAIN SAINTE-PAZANNE  
LA CHAPELLE-LAUNAY SAINTE-REINE-DE-BRETAGNE  
LA CHAPELLE-SUR-ERDRE SAINT-ETIENNE-DE-MONTLUC  
LA CHEVROLIERE SAINT-GILDAS-DES-BOIS  
LA GRIGONNAIS SAINT-HERBLAIN  
LA LIMOUZINIERE SAINT-HILAIRE-DE-CHALEONS  
LA MARNE SAINT-JEAN-DE-BOISEAU  
LA MONTAGNE SAINT-JOACHIM  
LA PLAINE-SUR-MER SAINT-JULIEN-DE-VOUVANTES  
LA TURBALLE SAINT-LEGER-LES-VIGNES  
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“DÉPARTEMENT” OF VENDEE 
 
ANGLES LE FENOUILLER SAINTE-PEXINE 
AUZAY LE GIROUARD SAINTE-RADEGONDE-DES-NOYERS 
AVRILLE LE GIVRE SAINT-ETIENNE-DE-BRILLOUET 
BARBATRE LE GUE-DE-VELLUIRE SAINT-GERVAIS 
BEAUVOIR-SUR-MER LE LANGON SAINT-GILLES-CROIX-DE-VIE 
BENET LE MAZEAU SAINT-HILAIRE-DE-RIEZ 
BESSAY LE PERRIER SAINT-HILAIRE-DES-LOGES 
BOIS-DE-CENE LE POIRE-SUR-VELLUIRE SAINT-HILAIRE-LA-FORET 
BOUILLE-COURDAULT LE TABLIER SAINT-JEAN-DE-BEUGNE 
BOUIN L'EPINE SAINT-JEAN-DE-MONTS 
BREM-SUR-MER LES MAGNILS-REIGNIERS SAINT-JULIEN-DES-LANDES 
BRETIGNOLLES-SUR-MER LES SABLES-D'OLONNE SAINT-MARTIN-DE-FRAIGNEAU 
CHAILLE-LES-MARAIS LIEZ SAINT-MATHURIN 
CHAILLE-SOUS-LES-ORMEAUX L'ILE-D'ELLE SAINT-MICHEL-EN-L'HERM 
CHAIX L'ILE-D'OLONNE SAINT-MICHEL-LE-CLOUCQ 
CHAMPAGNE-LES-MARAIS LONGEVES SAINT-PIERRE-LE-VIEUX 
CHASNAIS LONGEVILLE-SUR-MER SAINT-REVEREND 
CHATEAU-D'OLONNE L'ORBRIE SAINT-SIGISMOND 
CHATEAU-GUIBERT LUCON SAINT-URBAIN 
CHATEAUNEUF MAILLE SAINT-VINCENT-SUR-GRAON 
CORPE MAILLEZAIS SAINT-VINCENT-SUR-JARD 
CURZON MAREUIL-SUR-LAY-DISSAIS SALLERTAINE 
DAMVIX MONTREUIL SERIGNE 
DOIX MOREILLES TALMONT-SAINT-HILAIRE 
FONTAINES MOUTIERS-LES-MAUXFAITS TRIAIZE 
FONTENAY-LE-COMTE MOUTIERS-SUR-LE-LAY VAIRE 
GIVRAND MOUZEUIL-SAINT-MARTIN VELLUIRE 
GROSBREUIL NALLIERS VIX 
GRUES NIEUL-LE-DOLENT VOUILLE-LES-MARAIS 
JARD-SUR-MER NIEUL-SUR-L'AUTISE XANTON-CHASSENON 
LA BARRE-DE-MONTS NOIRMOUTIER-EN-L'ILE  
LA BOISSIERE-DES-LANDES NOTRE-DAME-DE-MONTS  
LA BRETONNIERE OLONNE-SUR-MER  
LA CHAIZE-GIRAUD OULMES  
LA CHAPELLE-ACHARD PEAULT  
LA CLAYE PETOSSE  
LA COUTURE PISSOTTE  
LA FAUTE-SUR-MER POIROUX  
LA GUERINIERE POUILLE  
LA JONCHERE PUYRAVAULT  
LA MOTHE-ACHARD ROSNAY  
LA TAILLEE SAINT-AUBIN-LA-PLAINE  
LA TRANCHE-SUR-MER SAINT-AVAUGOURD-DES-LANDES  
L'AIGUILLON-SUR-MER SAINT-BENOIST-SUR-MER  
L'AIGUILLON-SUR-VIE SAINT-CYR-EN-TALMONDAIS  
LAIROUX SAINT-DENIS-DU-PAYRE  
LANDEVIEILLE SAINTE-FOY  
LE BERNARD SAINTE-GEMME-LA-PLAINE  
LE CHAMP-SAINT-PERE SAINTE-HERMINE  
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Appendix II 
 

Map of wetlands in mainland France 
 
 
 
 
 
Green zones: municipalities with part or all of their territory located in a wetland 
Yellow zones: municipalities adjacent to green zones 
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Appendix III 
GEOGRAPHICAL SITUATION OF THE 3 FRENCH “DÉPARTEMENTS” SUBJECT TO 

VACCINATION AGAINST AVIAN INFLUENZA 
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Appendix IV 
INFLUENZA ALERT CRITERIA 

 
(thresholds expressed as percentages of reduction  

of water and feed consumption and drop in egg laying rate, 
above which the farmer must inform his vet) 

% reduction per day over 3 
consecutive days 

  

% 
reduction 
in 1 day D D+1 D+2 

Water ≥ 50 ≥ 25 ≥ 25 ≥ 25 

Feed ≥ 50 ≥ 25 ≥ 25 ≥ 25 

Drop in egg laying rate ≥15 ≥ 5 ≥ 5 ≥ 5 

Example for water consumption : 
- when the reduction is greater than or equal to 50% in 1 day, the farmer must inform his 
vet, 
- if the reduction is between 25% and 50% a day D and remains between 25% and 50% 
on D+1 and D+2, the farmer must also inform the vet. 
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Appendix IV (continued) 

INFLUENZA ALERT CRITERIA: MORTALITY % 
Thresholds above which the farmer must inform his vet 

% mortality per day over 2 
consecutive days 

  

  % mortality 
in 1 day  

D D+1 
Intended for meat 

production, in 
confinement 

≥ 4 ≥ 1 ≥ 1 

Intended for meat 
production, in open 

air 
≥ 4 ≥ 0.5 ≥ 0.5 

Future breeding 
animals ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 

TURKEYS 

Breeding animals ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 
Intended for meat 

production, in 
confinement 

≥ 4 ≥ 1 ≥ 1 

Intended for meat 
production, in open 

air 
≥ 4 ≥ 0.5 ≥ 0.5 

Future breeding 
animals ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 

Gallus gallus 
species – meat 

sector 

Breeding animals ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 
Pullets ≥ 4 ≥ 0.5 ≥ 0.5 

Laying hens ≥ 4 ≥ 0.5 ≥ 0.5 
Future breeding 

animals ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 

Gallus gallus 
species – table 

eggs production 
sector 

Breeding animals ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 
Intended for meat 

production, in 
confinement 

≥ 4 ≥ 0.5 ≥ 0.5 

Intended for meat 
production, in open 

air 
≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 

Future breeding 
animals ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 

GUINEA FOWL 

Breeding animals ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 
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Appendix IV (end) 
 

INFLUENZA ALERT CRITERIA: MORTALITY % 
Thresholds above which the farmer must inform his vet 

% mortality per day over 2 
consecutive days 

  
 

 
% mortality 

in 1 day D D+1 
Intended for meat 

production, in 
confinement 

≥ 4 ≥ 0.5 ≥ 0.5 

Intended for meat 
production, in open 

air 
≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 

Future breeding 
animals ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 

QUAIL 

Breeding animals ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 
Intended for meat 

production ≥ 2 ≥ 0.5 ≥ 0.5 

Ready for foie gras 
production ≥ 2 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 

Future breeding 
animals ≥ 2 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 

DUCKS 

Breeding animals ≥ 2 ≥ 0.5 ≥ 0.5 
Intended for meat 

production ≥ 2 ≥ 0.5 ≥ 0.5 

Ready for foie gras 
production ≥ 2 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 

Future breeding 
animals ≥ 2 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 

GEESE 

Breeding animals ≥ 2 ≥ 1 ≥ 1 

PHEASANTS Any stage ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 
Red PARTRIDGES Any stage ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 

Grey 
PARTRIDGES 

Any stage ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 

MALLARDS Any stage ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 
  Future breeding 

animals ≥ 4 ≥ 1 ≥ 1 
PIGEONS  

Breeding animals ≥ 4 ≥ 0.25 ≥ 0.25 
 
Example for farmers raising turkeys for meat production in confinement : any 
mortality above 1% in one single day is suspect :  

- when the mortality rate is greater than or equal to 4% in 1 day, the farmer must 
inform his vet, 

- if the mortality rate is between 1% and 4% a day D and remains between 1% 
and 4% on D+1, the farmer must also inform his vet. 
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Appendix V 
Inspection report of a VACCINATED farm by the veterinarian 

 
 
Vet’s name and address: 
Date of inspection: 
Name or company name of farmer and address of farm (location of premises) 
 
Purpose of inspection: 
Check before preventive vaccination    post-vaccination surveillance visit 
 
Count of birds present (only complete the last column from second visit onwards): 
 
Species If applicable: 

Identity of 
same age 
group, lot or 
building (or 
address of 
another site) 

Number Age (in 
weeks) 

Intended for2*
 

In the event of a drop in the 
population since the last 
inspection, indicate the 
reason (do not take other 
locations into account) and 
check you have a copy of 
the “laissez-passer” (special 
authorization for movement) 

      
      
      
      
      
      
 
 
Clinical inspection of vaccinated birds, 
 
Check on alert criteria, mention the origins of 
Mortality by comparison to predetermined criteria (cf. appendix) if not, number of birds 
Feed consumption: 
Consumption of drinking water: 
Growth: 
Egg laying: 
Conclusion:  Suspect farm             Non-suspect farm 
 
Check of farm register (only in respect of birds):   
Register as applicable visits by persons, deliveries (feed, eggs etc), removal of poultry of 
eggs, dead birds, manure or beddings :  YES NO 
Record of symptoms, mortality and technical breeding criteria: YES NO 
 
Check of bio-security procedures:  
Measures followed for entire farm (in accordance with the guide to good sanitary practice, 
and especially: confinement, entry screen, footbath or system for cleaning boots, hand 

                                                      
2 * Animals can be intended for: reproduction, table eggs production, meat production, foie gras production, hobby 
birds, racing pigeons,... 
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washing, protective clothing for breeders, cleaning and disinfection of wheels and chassis 
of vehicles entering the farm, protection of dead animals and stored manure). YES NO 
If “NO”: state points of progress 
 
Sampling undertaken: 
Type of 
sampling 
(swab, blood 
sample, other) 

Species 
sampled 

Lot or building 
sampled 

Number 

    
    
    
 
Discussion with farmer:  
Submit information or recommendations, questions posed etc. 
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