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Purpose of tercet 

tercet is an interactive search tool for the support of European Statistics on regional level. The tool offers the 
correspondence to NUTS regions (Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics) for:  

 NUTS3 (Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics)

 LAU (Local Administrative Units, i.e. municipalities or equivalents)

 Postal codes

 Railway station names and codes

 Airports

In addition, the tool allows for distance calculation between airports and NUTS regions. 

This tool is provided by Eurostat to support the NSI (National Statistical Institutes) of the Member States and Candidate 

http://europa.eu/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
mailto:oliver.heiden@ec.europa.eu
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/WebILSE/help.do
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/region_cities/introduction
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/nuts_nomenclature/introduction
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/nuts_nomenclature/local_administrative_units
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/nuts_nomenclature/correspondence_tables/postcodes_and_nuts
http://ec.europa.eu/geninfo/legal_notices_en.htm


Countries of the European Union as well as the NSI of the EFTA Countries (European Free Trade Association) with the 
fulfilling of the following tasks:  

 Coding of loading and unloading places of road freight to NUTS-3 regions as required by Council Regulation 
1172/98. 

 Aggregation of passenger and freight flows between railway stations to flows between NUTS-2 as required by 
Regulation 91/2003 of the European Parliament and the Council. 

 Compilation of the European Union modal split indicators, in particular, post-processing of road freight and air 
transport statistics. 

With the exception of the LAU-Postal codes links, all contents of the database are also available in text files that may be 
used directly in the statistical production systems of the reporting countries or other systems.  
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System Requirements  

tercet is a web application. The user needs a web browser, (tercet is done for Internet Explorer, other web browser may 
be not supported) with cookies and java script enabled.  
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Data sources used  

The Oracle database, on which the tercet application is based, is built with information available at Eurostat. The sources 
are:  

 NUTS2013 classification valid from 1 January 2015, Source: Eurostat 
 LAU (Local Administrative Units) classification containing municipalities or equivalent administrative units as of 

1 January 2011, Sources: BELGIUM: SPF Economie Direction générale Statistique et Information 
économique/FOD Economie Algemene directie Statistiek en Economische informatie, BULGARIA: 
Национален Статистически Институт (National Statistical Institute Bulgaria), CZECH REPUBLIC: Český 
statistický úřad, DENMARK: Danmarks Statistik, GERMANY: Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland, 
ESTONIA: Eesti Statistikaamet, IRELAND: Central Statistics Office Ireland, GREECE: Ελληνική Στατιστική 
Αρχή (Hellenic Statistical Authority), SPAIN: Instituto Nacional de Estadística España, FRANCE: Institut 
national de la statistique et des études économiques , ITALY: Istituto nazionale di statistica Italia, CYPRUS: 
Στατιστική Υπηρεσία της Κυπριακής Δημοκρατίας (Statistical Service of the Republic of Cyprus), LATVIA: LR 
Centrālā statistikas pārvalde, LITHUANIA: Lietuvos statistikos departamentas, LUXEMBOURG: Service 
Central de la Statistique et des Études Économiques Luxembourg, HUNGARY: Központi Statisztikai Hivatal, 
MALTA: National Statistics Office Malta, NETHERLANDS: Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek, AUSTRIA: 
Statistik Austria, POLAND: Główny Urząd Statystyczny, PORTUGAL: Instituto Nacional de Estatística 
Portugal, ROMANIA: Institutul Naţional de Statistică Romania, SLOVENIA: Statistični urad Republike 
Slovenije, SLOVAKIA: Štatistický úrad Slovenskej republiky, FINLAND: Tilastokeskus Suomi, SWEDEN: 
Statistiska centralbyrån, UNITED KINGDOM: Office for National Statistics UK. 

 Railway station names and codes, Source: International Railway Union (UIC) 

 Airport distances based on great-circle distance calculation between the most common airport pairs 

 Postal code lists, Sources with reference time and level of detail: BELGIUM: www.bpost.be [Sub LAU2, 
October 2011], BULGARIA: Национален Статистически Институт (National Statistical Institute Bulgaria) 
[LAU2, February 2010], CZECH REPUBLIC: Český statistický úřad [Sub LAU2, January 2011], DENMARK: 
Danmarks Statistik [Sub LAU2, January 2010], GERMANY: Deutsche Post Direkt GmbH [LAU2, April 2005], 
ESTONIA: Eesti Statistikaamet [LAU2, April 2011], IRELAND: no postal codes, GREECE: www.elta-net.gr 
[NUTS3, January 2010], SPAIN: Data not available, FRANCE: Data not available, ITALY: Poste Italiane, 
S.p.A. [LAU2, April 2005], CYPRUS: Στατιστική Υπηρεσία της Κυπριακής Δημοκρατίας (Statistical Service of 
the Republic of Cyprus) [Sub LAU2, June 2011], LATVIA: LR Centrālā statistikas pārvalde [LAU2, January 
2010], LITHUANIA: AB Lietuvos pastas [LAU1, April 2005], LUXEMBOURG: Service Central de la Statistique 
et des Études Économiques Luxembourg [Sub LAU2, January 2012], HUNGARY: www.posta.hu [Sub LAU2, 
November 2011], MALTA: MaltaPost p.l.c. [LAU2, April 2005], NETHERLANDS: Centraal Bureau voor de 
Statistiek [LAU2, July 2011], AUSTRIA: Statistik Austria [LAU2, January 2010], POLAND: Data not available, 
PORTUGAL: Data not available, ROMANIA: Poșta Română [LAU2, April 2005], SLOVENIA: Statistični urad 
Republike Slovenije [Sub LAU2, January 2011], SLOVAKIA: Štatistický úrad Slovenskej republiky [LAU2, 



March 2012], FINLAND: Tilastokeskus Suomi [NUTS3, January 2012], SWEDEN: Data not available, UNITED 
KINGDOM: Office for National Statistics UK [LAU2, January 2010] 
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Data availability  

This release of the tercet application contains the following data:  

 Correspondence to NUTS regions 
o LAU to NUTS-3 

o Postcode to NUTS-3 (in selected countries also to LAU or Sub-LAU) 

o Railway station name and code to national, NUTS-1, NUTS-2 or NUTS-3 level, depending on data 
availability 

 Distances between selected airports 

 Distances between NUTS regions (national, NUTS-1, NUTS-2 and NUTS-3 level) 
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Contact  

Contact: 
Regional Statistics: estat-regio@ec.europa.eu 
Transport Statistics: estat-transport@ec.europa.eu 
Developed by GIM Geographic Information Management NV 
© European Commission 2008  
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Menu overview  

Preferences: To select the language of the graphical user interface (English, French or German) and the version of the 
NUTS classification. 
NUTS/LAU/Post code search: Search for postal codes, LAU names and railway station codes, mapping these codes 
and names to NUTS-3 or NUTS-2 regions. 
Distance search: Search for distances between airport-pairs, as well as for distances between NUTS regions. 
Flat files: Download the information as flat files.  
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Preferences  

The choice of the language and the NUTS version is saved as a cookie on your personal computer. A cookie is a 
harmless small text file that is stores in a temporary internet files' folder on your computer. The contents of a cookie from 
tercet look as follows:  

tercet_language 

en 

<server>/tercet/ 

1024 

http://www.gim.be/


4182926976 

29975169 

2222414816 

29969129 

* 

tercet_NUTS_version 

NUTS-2010 

<server>/tercet/ 

1024 

4182926976 

29975169 

2222414816 

29969129 

* 
You need to save the preferences each time you change your computer or work from with a different one.  
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Flat files  

With exception of the LAU-Postal codes links, the contents of the tercet database are made available also in flat files (for 
each NUTS version) after each update. The purpose of these files is to provide those countries which wish to integrate the 
contents of tercet in their statistical production system with a simple and stable data source. 
There are groups of flat files:  

 LAU 
 Postal codes 

 Railway stations 

 Others 

LAU files exist for each country; the LAU flat file has four fields:  

 LAU_NAT_CODE: national code of the Local Administrative Unit: integer up to 15 characters 
 LAU_NAME_1: national label of the Local Administrative Unit: text up to 250 characters 

 LAU_NAME_2_LAT: alternative name of the Local Administrative Unit or transliteration of the national label 
with Latin characters: text up to 250 characters 

 NUTS_3: NUTS-3 region code: integer 5 characters 

Postal code files exist for each country with links to NUTS-3 region. Links to smaller territorial units have been removed to 
ensure copyright compliance. 
 
The structure of a PC file is as follows  

 PC: Postal code, not necessarily unique: alpha-numeric field with up to 8 characters 
 NUTS_3: NUTS-3 region code: alpha-numeric field with 5 characters 

Railway stations file includes all railway stations in Europe with the elements of a full UIC station code. The structure of 
the file is as follows:  

 CODE_IF: UIC code of the infrastructure manager: integer with 2 characters 
 CODE: UIC station code: integer up to 5 characters 

 AUTO_CTRL: control character to check the validity of a full code: integer with 1 character 

 LABEL: name of the station: text up to 255 characters 

 NUTS: NUTS code of the location of the station: text up to 5 characters 



 PROVIDER: country that has provided the information, in most cases also the country where the station is 
located: 2 text characters 

Other files include  

 A list of some airports with their ICAO codes 
 A matrix of distances between these airports 

 A matrix of distances between all NUTS regions (all levels incl. national level), calculated using the road 
network (when available) and split between countries crossed in transit. 

 There are also ZIP files bundling all LAU files, all Postal code files and all files (of this NUTS version) available. 

For further information, please contact Eurostat.  
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Search on NUTS  

 Click on NUTS3 tab. 

 Select the desired nuts version from the "NUTS version" list.(Now only NUTS-2013 version is available) 

 Select the country of your interest from the country list. The drop-down box displays all available reporting 
countries. 

 Enter the search text in the "Search string" text box. 

 Click the "Search" button to start searching. 

 Matching records are displayed. 

 The result set contains 50 records per page. 

 Depends on the number of the reults, you can change the page. The options are: Next, Previous, Last and 
First 

 You can sort the results by the desired column. Click on the arrows in the columns header to perform an 
ascent or descent sorting. 

 Check/uncheck the column "Sel." to select all rows at the same time, also you can select only the desired 
ones. 

 Click the "Export to .csv file" button to export the selected rows to a csv file. 
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Search on LAU  

 Click on LAU2 tab. 

 Select the desired nuts version from the "NUTS version" list.(Now only NUTS-2013 version is available) 

 Select the country of your interest from the country list. The drop-down box displays all available reporting 
countries. 

 Enter the search text in the "Search string" text box. 

 Click the "Search" button to start searching. 

 Matching records are displayed. 

 The result set contains 50 records per page. 

 Depends on the number of the reults, you can change the page. The options are: Next, Previous, Last and 
First 

 You can sort the results by the desired column. Click on the arrows in the columns header to perform an 
ascent or descent sorting. 

 Check/uncheck the column "Sel." to select all rows at the same time, also you can select only the desired 
ones. 



 Click the "Export to .csv file" button to export the selected rows to a csv file.

Top

Search on Postal Codes 

 Click on Postal Codes & Locations tab.

 Select the desired nuts version from the "NUTS version" list.(Now only NUTS-2013 version is available)

 Select the option Postal Code from the "Postal Code/Location" list.

 Select the country of your interest from the country list. The drop-down box displays all available reporting
countries.

 Enter the serach text in the "Search string" text box.

 Click the "Search" button to start searching.

 Matching records are displayed.

 The result set contains 50 records per page.

 Depends on the number of the reults, you can change the page. The options are: Next, Previous, Last and
First

 You can sort the results by the desired column. Click on the arrows in the columns header to perform an 
ascent or descent sorting.

 Check/uncheck the column "Sel." to select all rows at the same time, also you can select only the desired 
ones.

 Click the "Export to .csv file" button to export the selected rows to a csv file.

Top

Search on Railway station 

 Click on Postal Codes & Locations tab.

 Select the desired nuts version from the "NUTS version" list.(Now only NUTS-2013 version is available)

 Select the option Railway stations from the "Postal Code/Location" list.

 Select the country of your interest from the country list. The drop-down box displays all available reporting
countries.

 Enter the serach text in the "Search string" text box.

 Click the "Search" button to start searching.

 Matching records are displayed.

 The result set contains 50 records per page.

 Depends on the number of the reults, you can change the page. The options are: Next, Previous, Last and
First

 You can sort the results by the desired column. Click on the arrows in the columns header to perform an 
ascent or descent sorting.

 Check/uncheck the column "Sel." to select all rows at the same time, also you can select only the desired 
ones.

 Click the "Export to .csv file" button to export the selected rows to a csv file.

Top

Search on Airports 

 Click on Postal Codes & Locations tab.

 Select the desired nuts version from the "NUTS version" list.(Now only NUTS-2013 version is available)



 Select the option Airports from the "Postal Code/Location" list. 

 Select the country of your interest from the country list. The drop-down box displays all available reporting 
countries. 

 Enter the serach text in the "Search string" text box. 

 Click the "Search" button to start searching. 

 Matching records are displayed. 

 The result set contains 50 records per page. 

 Depends on the number of the reults, you can change the page. The options are: Next, Previous, Last and 
First 

 You can sort the results by the desired column. Click on the arrows in the columns header to perform an 
ascent or descent sorting. 

 Check/uncheck the column "Sel." to select all rows at the same time, also you can select only the desired 
ones. 

 Click the "Export to .csv file" button to export the selected rows to a csv file. 
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Search on Airport distances  

 Click on Distances tab. 

 Select the desired nuts version from the "NUTS version" list.(Now only NUTS-2013 version is available) 

 Select the option "Airport" from "Search on" drop-down list. 

 The first drop-down box from "Start point" row displays all countries with known aviation distances. Select a 
country from this list. 

 The second drop-down box from "Start point" row displays all airports of the selected country, with known 
great-circle distances. Select an airport from this list. 

 The first drop-down box from "End point" row displays all countries that have an airport, with known great-circle 
distances to the airport selected in step 5. Select a country from this list. 

 The second drop-down box from "End point" row displays all airports of the second country, with known great-
circle distances to the airport selected in step 5. Select an airport from this list. 

 Click the "Search" button to start searching. 

 The great-circle distance information is displayed at the bottom of the window. 
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Search on Region distances  

 Click on Distances tab. 

 Select the desired nuts version from the "NUTS version" list.(Now only NUTS-2013 version is available) 

 Select the option "Region" from "Search on" drop-down list. 

 The first drop-down box from "Start point" row displays all available EU Member States, EFTA and Candidate 
countries. Select the country of the first NUTS region from this list. 

 The second drop-down box from "Start point" row displays all NUTS regions of the selected country. Select a 
NUTS region from this list. 

 The first drop-down box from "Start point" row displays all available EU Member States, EFTA and Candidate 
countries. Select the country of the second NUTS region from this list. 

 The second drop-down box from "Start point" row displays all NUTS regions of the selected second country. 
Select a NUTS region from this list. 

 Click the "Search" button to start searching. 

 The detailed distance information is displayed at the bottom of the window. If available the breakdown of 
distances per country is shown. The distance calculation methodology that has been used is ndicated ("road" = 
distance over the road network, "bird" = as the crow flies). Please note that only the distance by road between 



the two regions is shown in "road" distances; the sea crossings to islands, for example, are not taken into 
account. 
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