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Crime - historical data (until 2007)
(crim_h)

Reference Metadata in Euro SDMX Metadata Structure (ESMS)
Compiling agency: Eurostat, the statistical office of the

European Union

Eurostat metadata
Reference metadata

1. Contact 
 2. Metadata update 

 3. Statistical presentation 
 4. Unit of measure 

 5. Reference Period 
 6. Institutional Mandate 

 7. Confidentiality 
 8. Release policy 
 9. Frequency of dissemination 

 10. Accessibility and clarity 
 11. Quality management 

 12. Relevance 
 13. Accuracy 

 14. Timeliness and punctuality 
 15. Coherence and comparability 

 16. Cost and Burden 
 17. Data revision 

 18. Statistical processing 
 19. Comment 

 Related Metadata 
 Annexes (including footnotes)

For any question on data and metadata, please contact: EUROPEAN STATISTICAL DATA SUPPORT Download 

1. Contact Top

1.1. Contact organisation Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union
1.2. Contact organisation unit F4: Quality of Life
1.5. Contact mail address 2920 Luxembourg LUXEMBOURG

2. Metadata update Top

2.1. Metadata last certified 20/01/2014
2.2. Metadata last posted 20/01/2014
2.3. Metadata last update 20/01/2014

3. Statistical presentation Top

3.1. Data description
Annual data on crime and criminal justice are now collected through the joint Eurostat-UNODC data collection and
data for 2008 onwards are available in the following Eurobase data sets: crim_off_cat, crim_hom, crim_just,
crim_crt and crim_pris. 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/help/support
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/estat-navtree-portlet-prod/BulkDownloadListing?file=metadata/crim_h_esms.sdmx.zip
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The data in Eurobase data set crim_h relate to national data on crime up to 2007 (offences recorded by the police -
total crime, homicide, violent crime, robbery, domestic burglary, theft of a motor vehicle, drug trafficking), the
number of police officers and the prison population are available at country level for European Union Member
States, EFTA countries, EU Candidate countries, and EU Potential Candidates. Data on homicide is also available by
capital cities (police areas) in these countries. The data in crim_h were collected from EU Member States using a
different Eurostat questionnaire and different definitions. As a result the figures are not directly comparable with the
national data published from 2008.  
Data for the United Kingdom (England & Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland) appears separately owing to the
existence of three separate jurisdictions.
The data come from official sources in the countries such as the National Statistics Office, the National Prison
Administration, the Ministries of the Interior or Justice and the Police.
Calendar year or national financial year data are provided in absolute numbers. No statistical adjustments are carried
out.
 
National data sets:
Crimes recorded by the police (crim_gen)
Crimes recorded by the police: homicide in cities (crim_hom_city)
Crimes recorded by the police: historical data (total crime) 1950-2000 (crim_hist)
Police officers (crim_plce)
Prison population (crim_pris)
Prison population: historical data 1987-2000 (crim_pris_hist)
 
Regional data set:
For 2008, 2009 and 2010 only, data on domestic burglary, homicide, robbery and theft of motor vehicle are available
at a regional level. The data were collected from countries using the definitions in the previous Eurostat
questionnaire. The data are available for the European Union Member States, EFTA countries, EU Candidate
countries and EU Potential candidates. Please note that unless otherwise specified, the reference metadata apply to
both regional and national metadata.
Crimes recorded by the police – NUTS 3 regions 2008-2010 (crim_gen_reg)
3.2. Classification system
Figures are requested on the basis of a standard definition as agreed by the Directors of Social Statistics at their
meeting on 28 - 29 September 2005. The definitions used for the national data up to 2007 and the regional data for
2008-2010 are specified in section 3.4. They are not fully compliant with the new International Classification of
Crime for Statistical purposes (ICCS) which was endorsed by the United Nations Statistical Commission in 2015.
Regional data for 2008-2010 are available at NUTS level 3. The territorial classification of regional data is broken
down according to the NUTS classification. http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/nomenclatures/index.cfm?
TargetUrl=LST_CLS_DLD&StrNom=NUTS_33&StrLanguageCode=EN.
3.3. Coverage - sector
Not applicable.
3.4. Statistical concepts and definitions
Contact persons in each country were asked to adhere to a standard definition (for offences, police officers and the
prison population) as far as possible and to provide details of any identified divergence. Details of any divergence
from the standard definition are described in Annex A "Historical statistics on crime and the criminal justice system"
at the bottom of this page. They are not fully compliant with the new International Classification of Crime for
Statistical purposes (ICCS) which was endorsed by the United Nations Statistical Commission in 2015.
The standard definitions for crime, police officers and the prison population are:
CRIMES RECORDED BY THE POLICE
Total crime 

 Definition: These figures include offences against the penal code or criminal code. Less serious crimes
(misdemeanours) are generally excluded.

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/nomenclatures/index.cfm?TargetUrl=LST_CLS_DLD&StrNom=NUTS_33&StrLanguageCode=EN
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Homicide (country and city) 
 Definition: This is defined as intentional killing of a person, including murder, manslaughter, euthanasia and

infanticide. Causing death by dangerous driving is excluded, as are abortion and help with suicide. Attempted
(uncompleted) homicide is also excluded. The counting unit for homicide is normally the victim (rather than the
case).
Violent crime 

 Definition: This includes violence against the person (such as physical assault), robbery (stealing by force or by
threat of force), and sexual offences (including rape and sexual assault).
Robbery 

 Definition: Robbery is a sub-set of violent crime (see above). It is defined as stealing from a person with force or
threat of force, including muggings (bag-snatching) and theft with violence. Pick-pocketing, extortion and
blackmailing are generally not included.
Domestic burglary 

 Definition: Domestic burglary is defined as gaining access to a dwelling by the use of force to steal goods.
Theft of a motor vehicle 

 Definition: Motor vehicles include all land vehicles with an engine that run on the road which are used to carry
people (including cars, motor cycles, buses, lorries, construction and agricultural vehicles, etc.).
Drug trafficking 

 Definition: Drug trafficking includes illegal possession, cultivation, production, supplying, transportation, importing,
exporting, financing etc. of drug operations which are not solely in connection with personal use.
POLICE OFFICERS
Number of police officers 

 Definition: In most cases these figures include all ranks of police officers including criminal police, traffic police,
border police, gendarmerie, uniformed police, city guard, and municipal police. They exclude civilian staff, customs
officers, tax police, military police, secret service police, part-time officers, special duty police reserves, cadets, and
court police.
PRISON POPULATION
Prison population 

 Definition: Total number of adult and juvenile prisoners (including pre-trial detainees) at 1 September (or nearest
availabe date). Including offenders held in Prison Administration facilities, other facilities, juvenile offenders'
institutions, drug addicts' institutions and psychiatric or other hospitals. Excluding non-criminal prisoners held for
administrative purposes (for example, people held pending investigation into their immigration status).
3.5. Statistical unit
Crime - the offence recorded by the police.

 Police officer - the number of police officers (for Lithuania, England and Wales, Scotland from 2003, and Norway
from 2005, the figures are expressed in terms of full-time equivalents).

 Prison population - the prisoner.
3.6. Statistical population
Crime - offences recorded by the police in the country according to national statistical rules.

 Police officer - police personnel excluding civilians.
 Prison population - all prisoners including pre-trial detainees but excluding those held for administrative reasons.

3.7. Reference area
European Union Member States

 EU Candidate countries (the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Montenegro, Serbia)
 Selected EU Potential Candidate countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo)

 EFTA/EEA countries (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland)
3.8. Coverage - Time
Total crime - time series are available from 1950 for some countries (Denmark, Germany, Estonia, France, Ireland,
the Netherlands, Poland, Finland, UK: England & Wales) and from 1980 for most other countries.

 Specific offences - time series are available from 1993.
 Police officers - time series are available from 1993.

 Prison population - time series are available from 1987.
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3.9. Base period
Not applicable.

4. Unit of measure Top

See above,  3.5 Statistical units.

5. Reference Period Top

Crime - the standard reference period is the calendar year.
 Police officers - any available date in the reference year.

 Prison population - the standard reference date is 1 September.

6. Institutional Mandate Top

6.1. Institutional Mandate - legal acts and other agreements
Countries submit data and metadata to Eurostat in compliance with a mandate to develop crime statistics established
through:
a) The 2004 Hague Programme November: Strengthening freedom, justice and security in the European Union.
The Hague Programme, OJ C 53 of 3.3.2005, p.11 at
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOIndex.do?year=2005&serie=C&textfield2=53&Submit=Search
 
b) The Communication of the Commission of 7 August 2006, "Developing a comprehensive and coherent EU
strategy to measure crime and criminal justice: an EU Action Plan 2006 – 2010".
COM/2006/437 final at
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/lex/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52006DC0437:EN:NOT
 
c) The 2009 Stockholm Programme: An open and secure Europe serving and protecting citizens. 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:115:SOM:EN:HTML
 
At their meeting on 28 – 29 September 2005 the Directors of Social Statistics agreed on the list of variables and
designated contact persons in their countries responsible for providing Eurostat with the required information. A
Eurostat Working Group on Crime and Criminal Justice Statistice meets annually.
 

6.2. Institutional Mandate - data sharing
Not applicable.

7. Confidentiality Top

7.1. Confidentiality - policy
Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 on European statistics (recital 24 and Article 20(4)) of 11 March 2009 (OJ L 87, p.
164), stipulates the need to establish common principles and guidelines ensuring the confidentiality of data used for
the production of European statistics and the access to those confidential data with due account for technical
developments and the requirements of users in a democratic society.
7.2. Confidentiality - data treatment
Not applicable.

8. Release policy Top

8.1. Release calendar

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOIndex.do?year=2005&serie=C&textfield2=53&Submit=Search
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOIndex.do?year=2005&serie=C&textfield2=53&Submit=Search
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/lex/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52006DC0437:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/lex/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52006DC0437:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:115:SOM:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:087:0164:0173:En:PDF
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In general, data are released approximately 18 months after the reference year.
8.2. Release calendar access
Not applicable.
8.3. Release policy - user access
In line with the Community legal framework and the European Statistics Code of Practice Eurostat disseminates
European statistics on Eurostat's website (see item 10 - 'Accessibility and clarity') respecting professional
independence and in an objective, professional and transparent manner in which all users are treated equitably. The
detailed arrangements are governed by the Eurostat protocol on impartial access to Eurostat data for users.

9. Frequency of dissemination Top

Annual.

10. Accessibility and clarity Top

10.1. Dissemination format - News release
Ad hoc news releases when required.
10.2. Dissemination format - Publications
"Trends in Crime and Criminal Justice" - Statistics in Focus Issue 18/2013

 published 01 August 2013
"Crime and Criminal Justice" - Statistics in Focus Issue 6/2012

 published 18 January 2012
"Crime and Criminal Justice" - Statistics in Focus Issue 58/2010

 published 29 November 2010
"Crime and Criminal Justice" - Statistics in Focus Issue 36/2009

 published 29 May 2009
"Crime and Criminal Justice" - Statistics in Focus Issue 19/2008 

 published 12 March 2008
"Crime and Criminal Justice" - Statistics in Focus Issue 15/2007 

 published 23 November 2007
10.3. Dissemination format - online database
Historical tables showing data at a national level up to 2007 are available on-line covering offences recorded by the
police (total crime, homicide, violent crime, robbery, domestic burglary, theft of a motor vehicle, drug trafficking),
the number of police officers and the prison population. Tables on homicide are also available by capital cities.
Historical regional data are available for 2008, 2009 and 2010 only, for homicide, robbery, domestic burglary and
theft of a motor vehicle.
Data for the United Kingdom (England & Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland) appear separately owing to the
existence of three separate jurisdictions.
10.4. Dissemination format - microdata access
Not applicable.
10.5. Dissemination format - other
The "Statistics Explained" pages on the Eurostat website give information on general trends in crime and criminal
justice: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Category:Crime
10.6. Documentation on methodology
All the data come from official sources within each country such as the National Statistics Office, the Ministries of
the Interior or Justice and the police. All countries have procedures in place for the collection of crime statistics but
there are many differences between the systems used.

10.7. Quality management - documentation
Not applicable. 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/quality/documents/CoP_October_2011.pdf
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/IMPARTIAL_ACCESS_2012_OCT/EN/IMPARTIAL_ACCESS_2012_OCT-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/product_details/publication?p_product_code=KS-SF-13-018
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/product_details/publication?p_product_code=KS-SF-12-006
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/product_details/publication?p_product_code=KS-SF-10-058
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/product_details/publication?p_product_code=KS-SF-09-036
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/product_details/publication?p_product_code=KS-SF-08-019
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/product_details/publication?p_product_code=KS-SF-07-015
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Category:Crime
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11. Quality management Top

11.1. Quality assurance
Data are provided to Eurostat by a network of national contact persons designated by each country. The contact
persons are responsible for collating the data from various national sources and conducting some basic checks.
Eurostat then performs additional validations checks on the final data.
11.2. Quality management - assessment
All the data come from official sources within each country. The quality of the data is affected by the different legal
definitions and systems, counting methods, rates at which crimes are reported and recorded and reference dates.

12. Relevance Top

12.1. Relevance - User Needs
The need to provide information on the development of crime in the European Union was recognised in the Hague
Programme adopted by the European Council in 2004. A more comparable system of crime and criminal justice
statistics is being developed, as outlined in the Commission Communication of 18 January 2012, "Measuring crime
in the EU: Statistics Action Plan 2011-2015” COM/2011/713 final at http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0713:FIN:EN:PDF
12.2. Relevance - User Satisfaction
Following an evaluation of the implementation of the "EU Action Plan 2006 - 2010" ongoing user requirements were
incorporated into the Statistics Action Plan 2011-2015 (see 13.1 above). Users, including researchers and policy
makers, participate in the Eurostat Working Group on Statistics on Crime and Criminal Justice Statistics, which
meets on an annual basis.
12.3. Completeness
The historical data cover a limited group of criminal offences and there are no disaggregations by gender or age.
Additional offences and disaggretions based on gender, age, nationality and pre-trial status of prisoners are available
from 2008 in the data sets crim_off_cat, crim_hom, crim_just, crim_crt and crim_pris. 

13. Accuracy Top

13.1. Accuracy - overall
All the data come from official sources within each country. The quality of the data is affected by the different legal
definitions and systems, counting methods, rates at which crimes are reported and recorded and reference dates.
13.2. Sampling error
Not applicable.
13.3. Non-sampling error
Not applicable.

14. Timeliness and punctuality Top

14.1. Timeliness
Data are available within two years of the reference year.
14.2. Punctuality
Nearly all of the European Union Member States, the EFTA countries, EU Candidate countries and EU Potential
Candidates are able to meet the request for data to be provided in the year following the reference year.

15. Coherence and comparability Top

15.1. Comparability - geographical
It is not advisable to compare crime levels across countries based on absolute figures since they may be affected by
many factors, including:

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0713:FIN:EN:PDF
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·         different legal and criminal justice systems
 ·         rates at which crimes are reported to the police and recorded by them (recording and reporting rates)

 ·         differences in the point at which crime is measured (for example, report to the police, identification of suspect,
etc.)

 ·         differences in the way multiple offences are counted (differences in counting rules)
 ·         differences in the types of offences included in the overall crime figures.

Figures for the prison population may also be affected by many factors, including:
 ·         number of cases dealt with by the courts

 ·         the percentage receiving a custodial sentence
 ·         the length of the sentences imposed

 ·         the size of the population on remand
 ·         the date of the survey, especially in those countries where amnesties apply.

For the above reasons, direct comparisons of crime levels in different countries should be avoided. As a general rule,
comparisons should be based upon trends rather than upon levels, on the basis that the characteristics of the recording
system within a country remain fairly constant over time.
For regional data, comparability of regional data over time will be affected by breaks in the NUTS classification.
15.2. Comparability - over time
As a general rule, comparisons should be based upon trends rather than upon levels, on the basis that the
characteristics of the recording system within a country remain fairly constant over time (see also 16.1 above).
15.3. Coherence - cross domain
Figures are requested on an annual basis for specific crimes recorded by the police, the number of police officers and
the prison population. The data have been cross-checked with a number of sources including:

 · national websites
 · Council of Europe publications on prisons and alternatives

 · United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime for results from the surveys on crime trends and the operations of
criminal justice systems

 · European Sourcebook of Crime & Criminal Justice Statistics especially in relation to the methodology that has been
developed (since 1993) to define and measure criminal offences.

15.4. Coherence - internal
National vs. regional coherence: 
The Netherlands: In a number of cases the town/rural district where the crime was committed is unknown. These
cases are excluded in the regional figures for 'Domestic Burglary'.
United Kingdom: For the 2010 data return two rounds of data were submitted: one in May 2012 and one in
November 2012. Police forces are continually revising their data as more information comes to light, and as a result
of this, revision totals may not agree with those previously submitted. Also, national and regional data for motor theft
were collected at different time points and the totals do not therefore match.

16. Cost and Burden Top

The main burden is on the countries providing the data and the national contact persons who collate the data from
various sources.

17. Data revision Top

17.1. Data revision - policy
Revisions to the historical data are possible at any time.

17.2. Data revision - practice
Revisions are incorporated into the database as required.

18. Statistical processing Top

18.1. Source data

http://www.coe.int/prison
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/index.html
http://www.europeansourcebook.org/index.html
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The Directors of Social Statistics designated contact persons in their respective countries. These contact persons are
responsible for collecting data and metadata from administrative sources, mainly from records maintained by the
police, prison system and Ministries of Justice or the Interior.
18.2. Frequency of data collection
Annual.
18.3. Data collection
The designated contact persons in each country submit the data via eDAMIS for transmission to Eurostat.
18.4. Data validation
In general the data provided by national authorities are final data. Validation checks are applied by Eurostat and
where inconsistencies in the data are identified, these are raised with the countries concerned. Eurostat does not make
estimates.
18.5. Data compilation
General trends for the EU are based on data from countries which have consistent series over a specific time period.
18.6. Adjustment
No adjustments or estimates are made.

19. Comment Top

None.

Related metadata Top

Annexes Top

Historical metadata at country level 
 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/estat/spe/metaconv/downloadMetadataFileAnnexe.htm?typologyConceptId=0&metadataFileAnnexeIdentifier=9873

