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Total
0 1-9 10-49 50-249 250+ Number

of units*
NACE 24 enterprises 31,5 37,0 19,6 8,0 3,9 35,7

total employment 0,7 3,1 8,4 16,4 71,4 1,9
turnover 1,4 1,3 6,7 16,7 74,0 408,0

NACE 25 enterprises 31,0 38,0 23,5 6,4 1,2 55,6
total employment 1,4 7,6 22,2 26,5 42,2 1,3
turnover 0,7 5,4 20,1 29,3 44,6 140,8

NACE C to E enterprises 35,4 45,2 15,3 3,3 0,8 2 042,2
total employment 2,4 11,6 19,4 19,4 47,2 33,4
turnover 1,3 5,4 13,8 20,4 59,1 4 428,2

*enterprises in thousands
 total employment in millions
 turnover in billions of ecus Source: Eurostat - SME database

Breakdown by size class of employees %
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In 1994, more than 90 000 businesses in the European Union were engaged
in the manufacture of chemical products (NACE 24) and of rubber and
plastics products (NACE 25).  Together these two sectors employ more than
three million people and account for almost one in ten jobs in the industry and
energy sectors (NACE Sections C to E).

In total, more than one million jobs in chemicals, rubber and plastics industries
are in enterprises with fewer than 250 workers, but the size structure varies
considerably between the two Divisions of NACE.  While NACE 24 is
dominated by large enterprises accounting for over two-thirds of the jobs in
the sector, NACE 25 has a sizeable number of SMEs.  These are mainly
small and medium-sized units (10-249 employees) employing almost 50% of
rubber and plastics industry workers in the EU.

Finally, there is a particularly high proportion of SMEs in the chemicals sector
in southern Europe (Spain, Italy and Portugal) and in Belgium, Denmark and
Sweden.  There are fewer such SMEs in Germany and the Netherlands, while
the remaining countries are close to the EU average.
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Overall, enterprises in Divisions 24
and 25 of NACE, whether SMEs or
large enterprises, are an important
component of manufacturing indu-
stry, in terms of both employment
and value added.

The chemicals industry proper

(NACE 24) accounts for between
3% and 9.7% of employment in the
various countries and generates
between 5% and 25% of value
added.

The rubber and plastics industry
(NACE 25), on the other hand, is of

less importance in all countries apart
from Luxembourg and, to some
extent, Austria. The percentages
vary from 2.4% to 12.6% for
employment and from 2.5% to
16.4% for value added.
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A detailed examination of the
various Groups (3-digit level of
NACE Rev.1) which make up
Division 24 shows that in most of the
countries for which data are
available, employment is concen-
trated in the manufacture of basic
chemicals (NACE 24.1) and the

manufacture of pharmaceuticals,
medicinal chemicals and botanical
products (NACE 24.4). The manu-
facture of soap and deter-gents,
cleaning and polishing preparations,
perfumes and toilet preparations
(NACE 24.5) and the manufacture of
paints, varnishes and similar

coatings, printing ink and mastics
(NACE 24.3) are also fairly
important in employment terms.

Division 25 is dominated by the
manufacture of plastic products
(NACE 25.2), which accounts for
between 63% and 89% of jobs.
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SME database: data broken down by size
class collected in the framework of SME
statistics, for all the market activities covered
by Sections C to K and M to P of NACE
Rev.1.  The figures for the European Union
have been estimated by Eurostat using the
country data.

SBS database: data collected in accordance
with the Regulation on structural business
statistics (Regulation (EC, Euratom) No
58/97 of 20 December 1996 (OJ L 14,
17.1.97, p.1)). The Regulation concerns the
transmission of data to Eurostat on the
market activities covered by Sections C to K
of NACE Rev.1, from 1995 reference year.

7RWDO�HPSOR\PHQW

The total employment is the number of
persons employed.  It includes the
employees and unwaged persons working
for the unit being considered, including
absent persons (for a set period) or on
strike, and part-time workers.

9DOXH�DGGHG�DW�IDFWRU�FRVW

Value added at factor cost is the gross
income from operating activities after

adjusting for operating subsidies and indirect
taxes. It can be calculated from turnover
plus capitalised production, plus other
operating income, plus or minus the
changes in stocks, minus the purchases of
goods and services, minus other taxes on
products linked to turnover but non
deductible, minus the duties and taxes
linked to production.

6WDWLVWLFDO�XQLW

The enterprise.

6L]H�FODVVHV

The size classes, expressed in terms of the
number of employees, are the size classes
given in the Commission Recommendation
concerning the definition of small and
medium-sized enterprises (Commission
Recommendation No 96/280/EC of 3 April
1996): "0" (no employees; sole
proprietorships), "1 to 9" (very small
enterprises), "10 to 49" (small enterprises),
"50 to 249" (medium-sized enterprises) and
250 and over (large enterprises).

&ODVVLILFDWLRQ�RI�DFWLYLWLHV

The classification used is NACE Rev.1, the
statistical nomenclature of economic

activities in the European Community.

Explanation of the NACE codes used.

C Mining and quarrying
D Manufacturing
E Electricity, gas and water supply
24 Manufacture of chemicals and

chemical products
24.1 Manufacture of basic chemicals
24.2 Manufacture of pesticides and other

agro-chemical products
24.3 Manufacture of paints, varnishes

and similar coatings, printing ink and
mastics

24.4 Manufacture of pharmaceuticals,
medicinal chemicals and botanical
products

24.5 Manufacture of soap and detergents,
cleaning and polishing preparations,
perfumes and toilet preparations

24.6 Manufacture of other chemical
products

24.7 Manufacture of man-made fibres
25 Manufacture of rubber and plastic

products
25.1 Manufacture of rubber products
25.2 Manufacture of plastic products

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� �� ���� ���� ��

B 37,3 c 6,9 22,0 9,0 16,7 c 100,0 15,8 84,2 100,0
DK 21,2 c 10,5 44,0 12,8 7,3 c 100,0 12,3 87,7 100,0
D 45,2 0,8 8,9 19,3 12,3 9,5 4,2 100,0 24,6 75,4 100,0
EL 22,5 4,3 8,4 30,1 25,1 4,4 5,2 100,0 10,8 89,2 100,0
EL 25,2 1,8 10,7 30,2 17,9 9,6 4,6 100,0 30,7 69,3 100,0
F 27,8 2,6 7,1 31,9 18,4 11,3 1,0 100,0 36,6 63,4 100,0
IRL 26,9 0,7 4,0 32,1 13,3 n.a. n.a. 100,0 26,3 73,7 100,0
A 31,6 c 13,6 33,8 10,1 8,3 c 100,0 18,9 81,1 100,0
P 9,9 n.a. 15,4 30,9 13,5 n.a. 2,5 100,0 26,5 73,5 100,0
FIN 43,8 c 9,6 32,8 4,1 6,1 c 100,0 18,9 81,1 100,0
S 35,4 c 10,4 39,9 5,3 8,0 c 100,0 28,5 71,5 100,0
UK 28,7 2,6 10,0 28,5 16,6 11,0 2,6 100,0 22,3 77,7 100,0
n.a.: not available data In %
c: confidential data Source: Eurostat - SBS database

NACE  codes
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