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Air passenger transport in the EU28 

Record number of air passengers carried at 
more than 840 million in 2013 
London/Heathrow continued to be the busiest passenger airport 
 
In 2013, 842 million passengers1 travelled by air in the EU28, a rise of 1.7% compared with 2012. Looking back 
over a longer period, air passenger transport fell to 753 million passengers in 2009 following the financial crisis. 
Since then it has steadily risen. 

In 2013, intra-EU transport represented 43.3% of total air passenger transport in the EU28, followed by extra-EU 
transport (38.6%), while national transport accounted for fewer than 1 in every 5 passengers (18.1%). 

 

These figures come from a publication2 issued by Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union. 

 

Air passenger transport in the EU28, in million passengers 
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Largest increase in air passenger transport in Luxembourg, largest fall in Estonia 

In 2013, the highest numbers of air passengers were recorded in the United Kingdom (210 million, +3.6% 
compared with 2012), Germany (181 mn, +1.2%), Spain (158 mn, -1.3%), France (138 mn, +2.3%) and Italy (115 
mn, -0.7%). On average across the EU28, the number of air passengers rose by 1.7% between 2012 and 2013, 
with the largest increases in Luxembourg (+14.5%), Malta (+10.5%) and Lithuania (+10.0%), while decreases 
were observed in six Member States: in Estonia (-11.1%), Cyprus (-4.3%), Spain (-1.3%), Austria (-0.8%), Italy  
(-0.7%) and Slovakia (-0.4%). 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Air_transport_statistics�


Air passenger transport, 2013 

 
Total air passenger transport National Intra-EU28 Extra-EU28 

Passengers, 
000s 

% growth 
2013/2012 

Passengers, 
000s 

Passengers, 
000s 

Passengers, 
000s 

EU28* 842 220 1.7 152 275 364 625 325 320 

Belgium 26 387 1.8 40 18 506 8 291 

Bulgaria 7 078 3.8 182 4 911 1 985 

Czech Republic 11 892 1.3 83 7 987 3 822 

Denmark 27 453 3.5 1 890 17 955 7 608 

Germany 180 782 1.2 22 617 93 635 64 530 

Estonia 1 959 -11.1 19 1 481 458 

Ireland 24 604 4.3 57 21 118 3 429 

Greece 33 621 6.5 5 111 21 305 7 205 

Spain 157 732 -1.3 28 599 103 814 25 319 

France 138 085 2.3 28 730 60 038 49 317 

Croatia 5 722 5.5 441 4 286 995 

Italy 115 272 -0.7 28 416 63 836 23 019 

Cyprus 7 011 -4.3 - 4 829 2 182 

Latvia 4 782 0.6 0 3 328 1 454 

Lithuania 3 482 10.0 0 2 811 671 

Luxembourg 2 169 14.5 1 1 803 365 

Hungary 8 441 0.1 0 6 859 1 582 

Malta 4 032 10.5 0 3 544 487 

Netherlands 58 077 4.3 1 34 199 23 877 

Austria 25 750 -0.8 621 17 095 8 034 

Poland 23 274 6.8 1 217 17 188 4 869 

Portugal 29 694 5.3 2 838 21 108 5 748 

Romania 10 017 3.5 566 8 201 1 251 

Slovenia 1 266 8.4 - 713 553 

Slovakia 1 557 -0.4 20 1 213 324 

Finland 16 565 0.6 2 440 10 300 3 826 

Sweden 31 443 3.6 7 064 18 372 6 007 

United Kingdom 210 469 3.6 21 318 121 036 68 114 

Iceland** 3 199 16.7 0 - - 

Norway 36 684 6.1 15 010 - - 

Switzerland 44 217 2.3 600 - - 

* Double counting is excluded in the intra-EU and total aggregates by taking into consideration only departure declarations.  
** Data concern only Keflavik airport 
- Not applicable 
0 Less than 500 passengers recorded 

London/Heathrow, Paris/Charles de Gaulle and Frankfurt/Main: top 3 passenger airports in the EU28 

London/Heathrow remained the EU’s busiest passenger airport in 2013, with 72 million passengers handled, up 
by 3.4% compared with 2012. Paris/Charles de Gaulle (62 mn, +0.8%) and Frankfurt/Main (58 mn, +1.1%) were 
the second and third busiest airports, followed by Amsterdam/Schiphol (53 mn, +3.0%), Madrid/Barajas (40 mn, 
-12.1%) and München (39 mn, +0.9%). 24 of the top 30 airports registered increases in the number of passengers 
handled in 2013, with the highest rises in Warszawa/Chopina (+11.3%), Berlin/Tegel (+7.9%) and Edinburgh 
(+6.3%). Falls were observed in Madrid/Barajas (-12.1%), followed by Athens (-3.1%), Milano/Malpensa (-3.0%), 
Roma/Fiumicino (-2.2%), Hamburg (-1.4%) and Wien/Schwechat (-0.7%). 

London/Heathrow (43 million) continued to handle in 2013 the most passengers on extra-EU transport and  
Amsterdam/Schiphol (29 mn) the most on intra-EU transport, while Paris/Orly (14 mn) overtook Madrid/Barajas 
as the first passenger airport for national transport. 



Top airports* in the EU in terms of total passengers carried, 2013 

1000's of passengers in 2013 and % growth 2013/2012 

Rank Airport 
Total air passenger transport National Intra-EU28 Extra-EU28 

000s 
Growth 

2013/2012 
000s 000s 000s 

1 UK London/Heathrow 72 332 3.4 5 006 24 569 42 756 

2 FR Paris/Charles de Gaulle 61 890 0.8 5 821 24 317 31 752 

3 DE Frankfurt/Main 57 878 1.1 6 536 22 955 28 387 

4 NL Amsterdam/Schiphol 52 543 3.0 0 29 202 23 341 

5 ES Madrid/Barajas 39 661 -12.1 11 919 15 827 11 916 

6 DE München 38 518 0.9 9 318 17 780 11 419 

7 IT Roma/Fiumicino 35 938 -2.2 10 864 15 037 10 036 

8 UK London/Gatwick 35 427 3.5 3 771 21 757 9 899 

9 ES Barcelona 35 177 0.3 10 175 18 460 6 542 

10 FR Paris/Orly 28 249 3.9 14 185 7 898 6 166 

11 DK København/Kastrup 23 970 3.2 1 768 15 253 6 948 

12 ES Palma de Mallorca 22 741 0.6 4 882 16 410 1 449 

13 AT Wien/Schwechat 22 041 -0.7 617 13 954 7 471 

14 DE Düsseldorf 21 196 1.9 4 471 9 969 6 756 

15 UK Manchester 20 680 5.2 2 250 12 156 6 274 

16 SE Stockholm/Arlanda 20 675 5.0 4 869 10 991 4 814 

17 IE Dublin 20 136 5.5 56 17 021 3 059 

18 DE Berlin/Tegel 19 576 7.9 7 584 8 131 3 862 

19 BE Bruxelles/National 18 985 0.9 1 11 776 7 208 

20 UK London/Stansted 17 844 2.2 1 096 15 576 1 172 

21 IT Milano/Malpensa 17 781 -3.0 3 003 8 659 6 119 

22 PT Lisboa 16 025 4.6 1 947 9 513 4 566 

23 FI Helsinki/Vantaa 15 271 2.8 2 430 9 155 3 686 

24 DE Hamburg 13 482 -1.4 5 120 5 583 2 778 

25 ES Malaga 12 871 2.8 1 931 9 843 1 097 

26 EL Athens 12 470 -3.1 4 288 5 657 2 526 

27 FR Nice/Côte d’Azur 11 540 3.2 4 448 4 975 2 117 

28 CZ Praha/Ruzyne 10 950 1.6 29 7 505 3 416 

29 PL Warszawa/Chopina 10 694 11.3 1 136 6 793 2 765 

30 UK Edinburgh 9 775 6.3 4 681 4 491 602 
        

41 HU Budapest/Ferihegy 8 441 0.1 0 6 859 1 582 

44 RO Bucuresti/Henri Coanda 7 607 7.3 549 5 903 1 155 

62 LV Riga 4 782 0.6 0 3 328 1 454 

74 MT Malta/Luqa 4 032 10.5 0 3 544 487 

84 BG Sofia 3 497 1.2 178 2 854 465 

95 LT Vilnius international 2 657 20.4 0 2 042 615 

104 HR Zagreb/Pleso 2 286 -1.3 400 1 443 443 

109 LU Luxembourg 2 169 14.5 1 1 803 365 

111 CY Pafos 2 157 -2.7 -  757 400 

123 EE Tallinn/Lennart Meri 1 959 -11.1 19 1 481 458 

139 SK Bratislava/M R Stefanik 1 340 -1.3 19 1 054 267 

144 SI Ljubljana/Brnik 1 266 8.4 - 713 553 

* The 30 busiest airports in 2013 in terms of total passengers carried and the top airport in each of the 12 Member States which have no 
airport among the top 30. 

- Not applicable 
0 Less than 500 passengers recorded 



1. Air passenger figures have been calculated excluding double counting of national and intra-EU passenger transport, i.e. not 
counting the same passengers twice, once reported by the origin airport as departures and once by the partner airport as 
arrivals. Since the EU aggregate excludes double counting on intra-EU traffic, Member States' figures do not add up to the 
EU aggregate. For example, a person flying from Paris to London will be counted in France as a ‘departure passenger’ and 
in the United Kingdom as an ‘arrival passenger’ but only once at EU level.  
Air transport at airports in the Member States with a total transport of more than 150 000 passengers carried in 2013 is 
covered. 

2. Statistics Explained article on the Eurostat website: 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Air_transport_statistics 
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Eurostat news releases on the internet: http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat 

Follow Eurostat on Twitter: http://twitter.com/EU_Eurostat  
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