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1
 The questionnaire was launched after the November 2012 meeting of National Accounts Working 

Group (NAWG). Results were presented to the May 2013 NAWG and approved for publication on 

Eurostat’s dedicated national accounts section.  
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AUSTRIA 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, only if new annual accounts are published and transmitted in July it takes 

1½ month to update the flash estimates of quarterly national accounts (15
th

 

August). 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent.  

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, for all tables (except employment measured in persons). 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

No, seasonally adjusted series are not constrained by the annuals. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

No, the direct seasonal adjustment is applied. Only real variables like 

employment or hours worked add up exactly 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

Unadjusted flash estimates always revise series backwards till the first quarter 

of the year for which no genuine annual estimates were published. These 

estimates replace all other whether published as flash estimates or regular ones. 

 

  



BELGIUM 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Every time annual data is revised quarterly series are provided in the first 

release following the yearly publication. 

Note that since 2012, for the purpose of EDP, there are newS13 yearly series 

published at the end of March. Quarterly and yearly tables 

0101/0102/103/…/0121 are updated where needed and are therefore consistent. 

The revision of S13series and all derived aggregates are however not integrated 

in the detailed annual tables; so there might be inconsistency between ESA files 

related to table 1and the other yearly tables in the recent years. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, for quarterly accounts, every time data is revised, all affected series 

(components or totals) are adapted and tables are transmitted to Eurostat to 

ensure that the overall quarterly dataset remains consistent; 

For yearly series, see remark in point 2. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, in all tables, but only for series where they have found to be significant 

(note that for employment measured in persons and deflators, we impose no 

calendar effects). 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series (computed by temporal disaggregation). 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Starting in July 2012 we will systematically benchmark seasonally adjusted 

series on yearly raw series if there is no calendar effects and on yearly series 

corrected for calendar effects if these last have been found to be significant. 

We do so to follow the guidelines set in the "Guidelines on seasonal adjustment 

by Task force on seasonal adjustment of QNA endorsed by the CMFB" (2008)"  

(see. recommendation 3 (j))) and because consistency is appreciated by users. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

 

First release at T+30 days. Flash estimate is limited to the seasonally and 

calendar-adjusted growth rate of GDP in volume.  

Second release at T+70 days including major output, expenditure and income 

components.  

Third release at T+120 days. Note that the T+120 revision coincides with the 

T+30 flash estimate for the 'new' quarter. 

Each successive release integrates updated monthly and quarterly indicators.  



BULGARIA 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, for all tables. 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

No 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

No. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

 

First release at T+45 days including major output and expenditure components; 

previous quarters are revised (at 1Q – changing model). 

 

Second release at T+66 days; previous quarters are revised (at 4Q – going from 

preliminary quarterly constructed previous year to a final one). 

 

  



CYPRUS 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

 Annual Overlap 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, but with the exception of the transmission of the 3rd quarter. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, but only for the variables on the production approach. 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Monthly indicators. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Yes. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

 

First release at T+45 days only for GDP in volume (in both seasonally and non-

seasonally adjusted), previous quarters are  also  revised. Second release at 

T+70 days. 

  



CZECH REPUBLIC 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

From 2013 revised quarterly data will be published on the same day as  

corresponding annual data. Revision to annual accounts will be made twice a 

year – in 2013 on 30 April and 30 September.  

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, selected series are subject to working-day correction. Direct adjustment is 

made for output and intermediate consumption, household final consumption 

expenditure, gross fixed capital formation, exports and imports of goods. 

Following aggregates are derived indirectly: gross domestic product, changes 

in inventories, gross operating surplus and mixed income. 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Since December 2012 the calendar effects have been calculated from monthly 

indicators. Original QNA series have been disaggregated into monthly values 

using available indicators for the purpose of more accurate working-day 

correction. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

When working-day correction is made, consistency is ensured between annual 

sums of seasonally (and working-day) adjusted series and annual sums of pure 

working-day corrected series. In the other cases, consistency is forced between 

seasonally adjusted series and the original annual series. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

 

First release at T+45 days only for GDP in volume seasonally adjusted, 

previous quarters are not revised. Second release at T+70 days (at T+65 days 

for quarters of 2013). 

 

  



GERMANY 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised, consistent quarterly series are provided, 

too. The only exception is in January, when we transmit annual series for the 

preceding year at t+15 days without revised quarterly data. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, in general the overall dataset is always consistent. There are only two small 

exceptions as there might be inconsistencies between the sums and components 

of GDP and employment for a few days (as the total is transmitted a few days 

before the components). 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, for all tables (except income and employment measured in persons). 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Monthly indicators. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Yes. The sum of seasonally adjusted quarterly data is equal to unadjusted annual 

data and the sum of seasonally and calendar adjusted quarterly data is equal to 

calendar adjusted annual data. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

First release at T+45 days only for GDP, previous quarters are revised, if 

necessary. Second release at T+55 days, including all components. 

  



DENMARK 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised, quarterly series are provided in the first 

release following the yearly publication. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

No (only Easter effect where significant). 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Yes. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

No flash estimate. First release at T+60 days, second release at T+90 days.  

  



ESTONIA 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised quarterly series are provided. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, for all requested tables if calendar effect is statistically significant.  GDP 

and GVA are calculated both seasonally and calendar adjusted and separately 

calendar adjusted. 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Yes, we force consistency between the seasonally adjusted series and the 

original annual total. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

No, we use a direct approach to all series including GDP. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

 

First release at T+42 days only for GDP growth (for chain linked as well as for 

seasonally adjusted GDP), previous quarters are not revised. Second release at 

T+70 days. 

  



SPAIN 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes.  

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes. 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Yes, because the calendar effect is negligible in annual series and consistency is 

very appreciated by users. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes; for the three approaches:  production, expenditure and income. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

 

No flash estimate. First release at T+60 days, second release at T+90 days.  

  



FINLAND 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, most of the time. However, updates in source data will revise QNA data so 

that at certain dates QNA data transmitted to Eurostat may not be consistent 

with previously transmitted ANA data. Year t-1 in Q1 QNA release in June is not 

necessarily consistent with the Feb/March transmission of ANA as the source 

data for year t-1 has been updated. Exports and imports in QNA are always 

updated with the latest source data, so they are not necessarily consistent with 

previously released ANA. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, for all tables if statistically significant (except employment measured in 

persons). 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Yes, because the calendar effect is very small and consistency is appreciated by 

users. Also, the final report of the Eurostat/ECB Task Force on Seasonal 

Adjustment of Quarterly National Accounts (presented in the CMFB meeting 

I/2008) specifically recommends benchmarking the SA series. We use the 

proportional Denton method for the benchmarking. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes, but for the expenditure approach to GDP we report a statistical 

discrepancy. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

First release at T+45 days only for GDP in volume seasonally adjusted, 

previous quarters are revised. Second release at T+65 days including major 

output, expenditure and income components, previous quarters are revised. 

  



FRANCE 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, except for a very specific case. The compilation of quarterly and annual 

data is managed by different teams and every year, for six weeks after the end of 

March (EDP at T+ 3 months), quarterly data for general government (QFAGG) 

transmitted to Eurostat are not fully consistent with annual data sent few days 

later. The inconsistencies disappear at the mid-May, with the first dissemination 

of quarterly data consistent with the rest of new annual accounts disseminated at 

the same time. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, most of series are”working day and seasonally adjusted” (adjustment code 

= Y). There are some exceptions for employment measured in persons or when 

calendar effects are not significant - for example wages-; in these cases series 

are just “seasonally adjusted” (code = S). When it is required we also send 

“working-day adjusted, not seasonally” (code = W). 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Monthly or quarterly indicators 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Yes, for the seasonally series (but not working day adjusted) we force 

consistency but we do not force consistency for the working day (and seasonally) 

adjusted series. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

First release at T+45 days including GDP in volume seasonally adjusted, major 

output expenditure and income components; previous quarters are revised. 

Second release before T+70 days, only for wages, employment and some other 

income components. Third release before T+90 days, consistent with quarterly 

sector accounts (QSA), with new information for all components.  



GREECE 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data are revised, quarterly figures are benchmarked to 

the corresponding annuals. Annual data are estimated and transmitted to 

Eurostat at T+3 and T+9 months. In the first estimates (T+3), both sets of data 

(annual and quarterly) are transmitted simultaneously. In the second annual 

estimates (T+9), revised annual data are transmitted at the end of September, 

while the consistent quarterly figures are transmitted in November (regular 

transmission of the Q3 of the current year). 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Components are always consistent with aggregates as far as data transmitted at 

T+70 days are concerned. 

At T+45 days transmission of GDP, previous quarters may be revised. However 

since only GDP figures are transmitted, at that point the revised GDP figures 

are not consistent with the previously transmitted components. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, for all tables (except employment measured in persons); however, since 

2011Q3 we do not transmit SA series due to a break in the general government 

data series. 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series  

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Yes, because the calendar effect is very small and consistency is appreciated by 

users. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

 

First release at T+45 days only for GDP in value and volume non-seasonally 

adjusted, previous quarters are revised. Second release at T+70 days. 

 

  



CROATIA 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method? 

Annual overlap is applied for calculation of quarterly chain-linked volume 

measures. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised quarterly series are provided in the first 

release following the yearly publication. Quarterly and annual data are not 

consistent just for few days in the period between publication of annual national 

accounts and publication of quarterly figures. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, for quarterly accounts, every time data is revised, all affected series 

(components or totals) are adapted and tables are transmitted to Eurostat to 

ensure that the overall quarterly dataset remains consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, the seasonally adjusted series includes a calendar adjustment for all tables 

although for some series effect is not significant. 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series are the basis for the calculation of calendar effects.  

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

There is no such restriction in results of seasonally adjusted series 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

No, seasonally adjusted series in current prices are no additive. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

Croatia publishes the flash estimate of the QGDP (real growth rates) at t+60 

days after the end of the quarter. 

 

Croatia published the second estimate in regular release:”Quarterly Gross 

Domestic Product”. The estimation of the quarterly gross domestic product 

(GDP ) includes output components (A10 level) and major expenditure 

components at current prices, constant prices of previous year, constant prices 

of a referent year (2005=100) and real growth rates. Real growth rates 

published in flash estimates are revised in second estimate. 

 

Closing with IV.Q 2012, first releases had been regularly published at t+80 

days. From I.Q 2013 first releases are going to be published at t+70 days.  

 

Every time annual data is revised, quarterly series are provided in the first 

release following the yearly publication. 

  



HUNGARY 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

At certain dates quarterly and annual data transmitted to Eurostat is not 

consistent. Annual data is compiled t+9 months and the consistent quarterly 

data is published and sent to Eurostat at  t+11, together with  the third quarter 

of current year. Another crucial point is end of March when EDP is compiled 

and new data is available for government sector. There is no revision in national 

accounts at that time, that is why these EDP data are not taken into account in 

national accounts. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, but only  some series on the production approach; because in the case of 

other series, calendar effects are not significant.   

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Yes, in most of the series that has no calendar effect.. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

No, we use a direct approach to all series including GDP. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

 

First release at T+45 days only for GDP in volume original and seasonally 

adjusted, previous quarters are not revised. Second release is at T+70 days. 

Annual data of the previous year is the sum of the four quarters. According to 

the revision policy of QNA, data can be revised backwards in every quarter for 

the quarters that do not have annual results based on annual data sources. This 

is usually the quarters of the current year and sometimes that of the preceding 

year. 

 

  



IRELAND 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised quarterly series are provided 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

No. The quarterly seasonally adjusted time series are correctly labelled, at 

present, as NOT calendar (working day) adjusted.  During 2012, we expect to 

transmit data to Eurostat on a calendar (working day) adjusted basis following 

a planned changeover from X-11 to X-12 Seasonal Adjustment. 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Not applicable 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

No, seasonally adjusted series are not constrained by the annuals  

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

No, we use a direct approach to all series including GDP. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

 

No flash estimate. First release at T+60 days, second release at T+90 days.  

  



ICELAND 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised quarterly series are provided 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, for all tables (except employment measured in persons)  

The calendar effect is almost non existing in the Icelandic QNA 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Yes, because the calendar effect is very small and consistency is appreciated by 

users 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

No flash estimate. First release at T+67 days 

  



ITALY 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised quarterly series are provided; in addition 

every time annual data is revised a new calendar adjusted annual data is 

produced. Quarterly adjusted data are consistent with the adjusted annual data. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, for all tables for which there is a statistical evidence (except employment 

measured in persons). 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Monthly or quarterly indicators 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Seasonally adjusted series and the original series are consistent by construction 

as seasonal adjustment is performed on indicators prior to quarterly 

disaggregation. Quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the annual 

calendar adjusted series. The latter differ from original annual data only when 

significant calendar effects are removed from original data. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

First release at T+45 days including major output and expenditure and income 

components. Second release at T+70 days. 

The previous four years are revised (together with the current year) when new 

annual data are available (T+3) or the recent annual data are revised (T+9). 

The previous two years (together with the current year) are revised when annual 

data do not change. 

  



LITHUANIA 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised quarterly series are provided 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, for all tables (only for the variables for which calendar effects are 

significant) 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Seasonally adjusted series are consistent by the calendar adjusted annuals. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

First release at T+30 days only for GDP in current prices and chain linked 

volume seasonally adjusted, previous quarters are revised. Second release at 

T+60 days: production, expenditure and income components. 

  



LUXEMBOURG 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised quarterly series are updated. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, for all tables (except employment measured in persons)   

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

No. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

No, we use a direct approach to all series including GDP 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

No flash estimate. Only second QNA release at T+90 days.  

  



LATVIA 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual Overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised quarterly series are provided 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, for all tables (except employment measured in persons) 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

No, seasonally adjusted series are not constrained by the annuals. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

No, we use a direct approach to all series including GDP 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

First release from T+40 till T+45 days only for GDP in volume seasonally 

adjusted, previous quarters are not revised. Second release at T+70 days. 

  



MALTA 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised quarterly series are provided; 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent; 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Calendar adjustment is done for all the series (except employment measured in 

persons).  

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original quarterly National Accounts series. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

No, seasonally adjusted series are not constrained by the annuals. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes in case of GDP and its components in current prices. All series are directly 

adjusted independently and reconciled in the process of allocating the 

discrepancy between GDP components.  

In case of GNI (Transmission table 107) indirect adjustment is applied. GNI is 

calculated as the sum of the seasonally adjusted components. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

 

No flash estimate. First release at T+60 days, second release at T+90 days.  

  



NETHERLANDS 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Over the Year for original series and Annual Overlap for seasonally adjusted 

series. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised quarterly series are provided. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, for all tables but only if calendar effects are significantly present in the 

time-series). 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series, monthly indicators. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Yes, for seasonally adjusted series. No, for seasonally and calendar effect 

adjusted series. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

No, we use a direct approach to all series including GDP. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

First release at T+45 days including a breakdown of output, expenditure and 

income components. Second release at T+90 days. 

  



NORWAY 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual overlap 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised quarterly series are provided 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

It is performed calendar adjustments on all series showing significant and 

plausible calendar effects   

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Seasonally adjusted series in the QNA are not required to sum up to the annual 

raw figures 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

No flash estimates. First release at T+50 days, which contains all data. No 

further release other than revisions when publishing the following quarters. 

 

  



POLAND 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual overlap 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

The compilation of quarterly and annual accounts is managed by the different 

teams. The quarterly data is always revised with comparison to annual accounts 

but a transmission to Eurostat can be done with a few days delay. It takes places 

at t+9 when the annual data (t year) for GDP series is provided whereas 

quarterly data is available 3 weeks later. It is a time needed for a compilation of 

quarterly data for a year t and two quarters for a year t+1. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, for all tables (except employment measured in persons)  

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

No, seasonally adjusted series are not constrained by the annuals. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

No, we use a direct approach to all series including GDP. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

First flash estimate of GDP growth rates at t+45 produced for 2013Q1.
2
 

First release at t+61 days including all major GDP output and expenditure 

components  

Volumes, growth rates, seasonally and non-seasonally adjusted data. Previous 

quarters are not revised with the exception of seasonally adjusted data which 

are revised for the whole series when a new observation is added.  

  

                                                 
2
 Information added by Eurostat to reflect the latest developments. 



PORTUGAL 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised, quarterly series are also revised. All 

affected series (components or totals) and tables are transmitted to Eurostat to 

ensure that the overall dataset remains consistent. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. This is also true for GDP appearing in the EDP notification tables, 

which is revised if there are important revisions in General Government data 

(notably final consumption expenditures). 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

No. Calendar effects on GDP are likely not significant. 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

NotApplicable 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Yes, consistency is guaranteed. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes. In the case of GDP and expenditure components, we use the indirect 

approach. In the case of production approach, there is a statistical discrepancy 

between the sum of GVA and taxes less subsidies on products and GDP. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

Flash estimates (t+45 days) are published through a press release, containing 

only the q-o-q and y-o-y quarterly growth rates of GDP (seasonally adjusted), in 

real terms. A revision of the results of the regular estimates of the previous 

quarters is carried out. 

Regular QNA are disseminated at t+70 days in seasonally adjusted format and 

contain a complete set of quarterly data both at current prices and in chain-

linked volume measure (including expenditure and output components; 

population and employment data; and disposable income, saving, net 

lending/borrowing).The results of the flash estimates are replaced by the regular 

publication. At each release, data are allowed to change, both for raw and 

seasonal adjusted data.  

The regular QNA results can be revised at t+90 days in order to guarantee full 

consistency with the QSA (notably for including the revision for year t-1 based 

on the biannual EDP notification). For this reason, estimates for GDP on 

income side are disseminated at t+90 days. 

  

file://netfiles-lsb/areas/LSB/DEM_CNT/Conta_30Dias/Relatório/Flash%20estimates%20at%2030%20days%20_Final%20report.doc%23


ROMANIA 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

In national accounts there are used: “Over the year” and “Annual overlap” 

techniques  

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Annual data is finished and transmitted at T+3 (provisional, when annual is 

made of sum of quarters, being consistent), T+11 months (semi-final version) 

and T+21 months (final version); annual routine revisions of quarterly data 

(quarters raw data made consistent to annual) at T+3, T+15 and irrespectively 

T+27 months when ready are sent to Eurostat (meaning in March each year all 

quarters are made consistent to annual data). 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. GDP is also revised based on EDP notification tables for the first 

and third quarters.  

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

No, calendar effects are not significant.  

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Calendar effects are calculated from QNA series, but there is no significant 

effect (row data is the same with adjusted series for calendar effect) 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

No, seasonally adjusted series are not constrained by the annuals. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

No, we use a direct approach to all series including GDP. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

 

First release at T+45 days only for quarterly GDP in volume seasonally 

adjusted and over-the-year growth rate based on raw and seasonally adjusted 

data GDP being obtained by production approach. Previous quarters are not 

revised. Second release at T+70 days, quarterly GDP being compiled by 

production and expenditure approaches. For the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 quarters there is 

issued a third release of GDP at T+90 days, due to inclusion of EDP data 

 

  



SWEDEN 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised quarterly series are provided 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes. 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Number of working days. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

No, seasonally adjusted series are not constrained by the annuals. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

We do not seasonally adjust series in current prices 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

 

Flash estimate is produced for second quarter only due to the following 

preparation of the government budget. 

 

Flash release at t+30. Almost full calculation, except detailed activities in 

manufacturing industries. No sector accounts and no data on compensation of 

employees. No revisions of previous quarters. Second release at t+75 for second 

quarter.  

 

For other quarters no flash estimate. First release at t+60. 

  



SLOVENIA 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, every time annual data is revised quarterly series are provided. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, for all series for which the calendar effect is statistically significant. 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

No, seasonally adjusted series are not constrained by the annuals. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

No, a direct approach is used to all series including GDP. 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

No flash release. Only one release per quarter at T+60 days including all 

output, expenditure, income, employment and other main aggregates 

components.  

  



SLOVAKIA 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

Annual overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, consistency is most of the time ensured except the September, when annual 

data is reported but consistent quarterly data is provided with the third quarter 

delivery. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, but only for the series showing significant and plausible calendar effects 

(except employment measured in persons).  

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Original QNA series. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

No, seasonally adjusted series are not constrained by the annuals. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

First release is the Flash estimation of GDP at T+45 days in current and 

constant prices as well as seasonally adjusted figures.  The second release at 

T+70 days corrects the Flash estimation. In accordance with our revision policy 

we are revising only previous quarter. As a rule we make quarterly revisions in 

full time series only one time per year (in November) at the time when Annual 

figures were sent to Eurostat.  

  



UNITED KINGDOM 
 

1. Quarterly Chain Linking method  

One quarter overlap. 

 

2. Are quarterly and annual series consistent at all times? 

Yes, on output and publication, consistency is always ensured. 

 

3. Are components consistent with aggregates at all times? 

Yes, every time data is revised, all affected series (components or totals) and 

tables are transmitted to Eurostat to ensure that the overall dataset remains 

consistent. 

 

4. Does the seasonally adjusted series include a calendar adjustment? 

Yes, a trading day regressor is used. 

 

5. The calendar effects are calculated from: 

Monthly indicators. 

 

6. Do the quarterly seasonally adjusted series add up to the original annual series? 

Yes, the sum of the quarterly seasonally adjusted data will equal the sum of the 

quarterly unadjusted data, either on a calendar year basis or a financial year basis 

as appropriate. 

 

7. Are the seasonally adjusted series in current prices additive? 

Yes – indirect seasonal adjustment is used so series are additive 

 

8. Please describe succinctly your QNA release and revision policy of your flash 

release? 

 

Preliminary estimates are published shortly after the end of the quarter to 

which they relate (around 25 days), largely based on partial output information  

 

Second and third estimates are published one and two months later, 

respectively (around 55 and 85 days), based on fuller output information but 

presenting evidence from expenditure and income sources  

 

Benchmarked estimates are generated in the annual "Blue Book" (around 18 

months) after application of Supply and Use table balancing at detailed sectoral 

and product level. 


