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Gegraphical coverage - reference period 

Extract from the annex to the LFS/LLL regulation: 

Member States and regions concerned: all 

The reference period is 2003.  All variables will be provided either: 

- for at least 15% of the sample that is necessary to fulfil the conditions in article 3 of 
the Council regulation (EC) 577/98. The weeks of reference for this sub-sample are 
equally distributed throughout the year or 

 - for 100% of the sample of the 2nd quarter 2003. 

 

Structure of explanatory notes 

The explanatory notes for the variables included in the annex to the LFS/LLL 
regulation are structured in the following way: 

A) Description of the variable & its coding 

B) Specific questions on coding 

C) Suggestions for the questionnaire 

D) Combination with the core: 

a: new core (Specific implementation instruction for combined modules in 2003) 

b: old core 

 

 

This document will be updated taking into account feedback, questions and examples 
received from countries, also during the implementation phase. 



 3 

 
 
 
 
 

List of variables 
 

Coding and explanatory notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Variable Page 
 
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT........................................................................................................4 

HATFIELD..........................................................................................................................................4 

PARTICIPATION IN REGULAR EDUCATION................. ..............................................................7 

LLLSTAT ............................................................................................................................................7 

LLLLEVEL .........................................................................................................................................9 

LLLFIELD.........................................................................................................................................10 

PARTICIPATION IN COURSES, SEMINARS, CONFERENCES ETC.  OUTSIDE THE 
REGULAR EDUCATION SYSTEM..................................................................................................12 

LLLCOURATT .................................................................................................................................12 

SELECTION AND ORDERING OF ACTIVITIES..........................................................................................15 

LLLCOURLENP ...............................................................................................................................16 

LLLCOURPURP ...............................................................................................................................17 

LLLCOURFIELD..............................................................................................................................20 

LLLCOURWORH.............................................................................................................................23 

LLLCOURLEN .................................................................................................................................25 

PARTICIPATION IN INFORMAL LEARNING ................. ............................................................27 

LLLINFORATT ................................................................................................................................27 

 



 4 

 

Educational attainment 
 

HATFIELD 

 
Variable Column code  Filter/comments 
HATFIELD 240/242 3 

digits 
Field of highest level of education or training 
successfully completed 

Everybody aged 15 
years or more 

   Field of study according ISCED '97   
  000 General programmes  
  100 Teacher training and education science  
  200 Humanities, languages and arts  
  222 Foreign languages  
  300 Social sciences, business and law  
  400 Science, mathematics and computing (no 

distinction possible) 
 

  420 Life science (including Biology and 
Environmental science) 

 

  440 Physical science (including Physics, 
Chemistry and Earth science) 

 

  460 Mathematics and statistics  
  481 Computer science  
  482 Computer use  
  500 Engineering, manufacturing and construction  
  600 Agriculture and veterinary  
  700 Health and welfare  
  800 Services  
  900 Unknown  
  999 Not applicable  
  Blank  No answer   
     
     

 
A) Description of the variable & its coding 
 
Field is coded according to the manual on "Fields of Education and Training", 
EUROSTAT 19992. 
 
Fields of Education 
ISCED 97 contains 25 two-digit fields of education. The classification used here goes 
up to a three-digit code in a hierarchical system for classifying fields of education, 
where the two-digit level is the ISCED 97 fields of education3. It is mainly the first 
two digits that are used in international data collection. However, the third digit gives 
a more flexible system, and other aggregations based on the third digit may be used in 
ad hoc data collections to suit specific purposes.  

 

                                                 
2 http://forum.europa.eu.int/Public/irc/dsis/edtcs/library?l=/public/measuring_lifelong/classifications/isced97_fields 
3 A few small changes compared to ISCED 97 in the names of the fields of education has been made in order to try to clarify the 
content of these fields. Fields at 3-digit level are still not part of ISCED.  
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There are 9 broad fields, (1-digit), 25 narrow fields, 2-digit) and about 80 detailed 
fields (3-digit). 
 
The coding used here is in broad fields (1 digit) except for foreign languages within 
‘Humanities, languages and arts’ (200) 1 and a few fields of particular policy 
relevance under ‘Science, mathematics and computing’ (400) where 2 and 3 digits 
are used. The rule is that the field should be coded at the most detailed level and only 
once. 
 
The rule for coding is that the respondents should be coded with the most detailed 
code possible and only with one code. 
 
The broad field 200: ‘Humanities, languages and arts’ includes the detailed fields 
‘Foreign languages’ with code 222.  
So respondents having ‘Foreign languages’ as their field should be coded with 222, 
and not with code 200.  
All other respondents with field of attainment within ‘Humanities, languages and 
arts’  should be coded with 200. 
 
Similarly the broad field 400 : ‘Science, Mathematics and Computing’ includes the 
narrow fields: ‘Life science’ (including ‘Biology and Environmental science’) with  
codes 420, ‘Physical science’ (including ‘Physics, Chemistry and Earth science’) 
with code 440, ‘Mathematics and statistics’ with code 460 and the detailed fields: 
‘Computer science’ with code 481 and: ‘Computer use’ with code 482. 
So all respondents having any of those narrow or detailed fields as their attainment 
field should be coded with the corresponding code.  
All other respondents with field of attainment within ‘Science, mathematics and 
computing’ should b coded with 400. 
 
Respondents with field of attainment in any other broad field should be coded with 1 
digit + ‘00’. 
 
B) Specific questions on coding 
 

Inter-disciplinary programmes 
‘Inter-disciplinary programmes’ has here the meaning of programmes combining 
(generally two) fields of education and training. For these programmes (see example 1 
to 4), the ‘majority rule’ should be used, that is the subject that dominates decides into 
which field the programme should be classified. The criteria for dominating is 
normally the time used on the subject. 
 
Example 1:  A programme consisting of both Computer science (481) and Computer 
use (482) should be classified according to which of the subjects dominates, that is on 
which subject most of the time is spent. 

                                                 
1 In the present coding the following pattern is applied: 1-digit code 2 is coded 200 & 2-digit code 44 is 
coded 440 
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In Example 2 subjects fall into the same broad field but in two different narrow fields. 
Also in this example, use the majority rule. The programme is not broad enough to be 
considered as a ‘broad programme’. 
Example 2: A programme combining study of life science with study of physical 
science should be classified according to which of the fields dominates; 420 ‘Life 
science’ or 440 ‘Physical science’. 
In Example 3 below subjects fall into two different broad fields (3 and 8). Use the 
majority rule; you are more or less obliged to do that as there is no other solution 
(except 999). 
 
Example 3: A programme that mainly includes subjects within the area of social 
sciences should be allocated to field 300 (‘Social sciences, Business and Law’) even if 
a certain amount of services within environmental protection technology (field 851 
‘environmental protection technology’) is included. 
Programmes aiming at one specific vocational field consisting also of supporting 
subjects from other fields are not considered as broad programmes in this context. 
 
Example 4: In a programme in physics, more time may be devoted to other supporting 
subjects (language, mathematics, statistics etc.) than the intended subject. However, 
this programme should be classified as 440 ‘Physical science’ and not as a broad 
programme. 
 
C) Suggestions for the questionnaire 
 
In order to be sure that the most detailed field is found in case both broad and 
narrow/detailed fields are possible codes, the most detailed codes could precede the 
less detailed ones in the questionnaire. 
If the interviewer can not code the answer with one of the 15 codes an open answer 
and post-coding is recommended.  
 
D) Combination with the core: 
 
The field refers to the highest level attained. If there are several programmes at the 
same level, the field of the most recent one should be chosen. 
 
a: new core  
The variable is the same as HATFIELD in the new module on education and training 
(included in the main LFS (LFS-E module). 
 
 Specific implementation instruction for combined modules in 2003 
In 2003 the reply will be used to code both HATFIELD in the LLL-module (240/242) 
and HATFIELD in the new LFS-E module (122/124). 
 
b: old core 
There is no Field of Attainment in the old LFS-E module. 
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Participation In regular education 
 
LLLSTAT 

Variable Column code  Filter/comments 
LLLSTAT 248 1 digit During the last 12 months has been a student 

or an apprentice in regular education  
Everybody aged 15 
years or more 

     
  1 Has been a student or an apprentice   
  2 Has not been a student or an apprentice  
  9 Not applicable (child less than 15 years)  
  Blank No answer  
     

 
A) Description of the variable & its coding 
 
This variable only covers the regular education system (formal education, including 
schools, colleges and universities) and which the respondent has attended sometime 
during the last 12 months. 
 
Formal education is defined as education and training with the following 
characteristics: 
- purpose and format are predetermined.  
- provided in the system of schools, colleges, universities and other educational 
institutions  
- it normally constitutes a continuous ladder of education.  
- it is structured in terms of learning objectives, learning time and learning support 
- it is normally intended to lead to a certification recognised by national authorities 
qualifying for a specific education/programme).  
- corresponds to the programmes covered by the UOE-questionnaires. 
The list of national programmes covered by the UOE-questionnaire is found at the 
address:  
http://forum.europa.eu.int/Public/irc/dsis/edtcs/library?l=/public/unesco_collection/pr
ogrammes_isced97/school_1999_2000 
 
These lists may be updated by countries.4  
 
B) Specific questions on coding 
 
Some specific cases 
If the interviewee is enrolled as a student or an apprentice in a programme within the 
regular education system the answer is code 1.  
This includes modules (short programmes/courses) which may be part of a longer 
regular education programme and are taken and completed, giving to their graduates 
the corresponding academic credit, independent of whether the person continues to 

                                                 
4 If any differences from this list are found, please inform EUROSTAT. If there are problems (mistakes 
etc) in this list for your country please contact Eurostat, so that you can have the contact details of the 
provider of this information. 
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complete the full programme or not. The field and level of the short 
programmes/courses will be the same as the programme of which they form part. 
For apprentices who in the past 12 months are in a period of only 'on-the-job training' 
or alternate ‘on-the-job’ and ‘in-school learning’ within the framework of an alternate 
(e.g. dual) programme, the answer is code 1, since the person is enrolled in a 
qualifying programme. 
 
C) Suggestions for the questionnaire 
Instead of using a general statement, the corresponding national names should be used 
to make the question more recognisable. 
A national list of widely known educational programmes or schools, colleges, 
universities and institutions providing formal education could be used for asking this 
question. 
 
D) Combination with the core: 
a: new core  
Corresponds to the variable EDUCSTAT except for the reference period.  
 
Specific implementation instruction for combined modules in 2003 
In 2003 the question of EDUCSTAT should be asked first as a ‘Yes’ will indicate a 
‘Yes-reply’ to LLLSTAT as well, whereas a ‘No’ to EDUCSTAT will require the 
question of LLLSTAT to be asked. 
 
b: old core 
Does not correspond to the old INEDUC (col. 102) as this variable from the old LFS-
E module includes all kind of education and training including 
EDUCSTAT/LLLSTAT, COURATT/LLLCOURATT and LLLINFORATT and as the 
reference period is only 4 weeks. 
INEDUC could be derived by ‘adding’ the answers from the questions covering the 
2(3) variables mentioned. 
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LLLLEVEL 

Variable Column code  Filter/comments 
LLLLEVEL 249 1 digit Level of this education or training LLLSTAT=1 
  1 ISCED 1   
  2 ISCED 2   
  3 ISCED 3   
  4 ISCED 4   
  5 ISCED 5   
  6 ISCED 6   
  9 Not applicable   
  Blank No answer  
     

 
A) Description of the variable & its coding 
 
Level refers to the programme mentioned in Col. 248 
Level is coded according to the International Standard Classification of Education 
1997 and consists of only levels without destination (educational or labour market: A-
C ) or orientation (general, pre-vocational, vocational).  
 

- ISCED 1 Primary education 
- ISCED 2 Lower secondary education 
- ISCED 3 Upper secondary education 
- ISCED 4 Post secondary education, non-tertiary 
- ISCED 5 Tertiary education 
- ISCED 6 Postgraduate education 

 
If the respondent has been enrolled in several educational programmes during the 
reference period he or she should only give information on the most recent 
educational programme. 
 
B) Specific questions on coding 
Level 4 may not exist in some countries. Please check your ISCED-Mapping 
 
C) Suggestions for the questionnaire 
The questionnaire could consist of detailed list of national names of the programmes 
which would imply a post-coding the answers to make them corresponding to the 
LLLLEVEL. 
  
D) Combination with the core: 
a: new core  
The variable corresponds to the EDUCLEVEL except for the reference period. 
 
Specific implementation instruction for combined modules in 2003 
The answer ‘Yes’ to EDUCSTAT will lead to the question of EDUCLEVEL, which 
will be implemented also as LLLLEVEL. . In case of ‘No’ answer to EDUCSTAT and 
‘Yes’ answer to LLLSTAT, the EDUCLEVEL will be coded ‘9’ and the LLLLEVEL 
question will be asked. 
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b: old core 
Except for the fact that INEDUC covers both EDUCSTAT/LLLSTAT, 
COURATT/LLLCOURATT and INFORATT(dropped)/LLLINFORATT this is a 
simplified version of ‘Level of this education or training’ (Col. 104) in the old LFS-E 
module. 
 
LLLFIELD 

Variable Column code  Filter/comments 
LLLFIELD 250/252 3 

digits 
Field of this education or training LLLSTAT=1 and 

LLLLEVEL=3-6  
  000 General programmes  
  100 Teacher training and education science  
  200 Humanities, languages and arts  
  222 Foreign languages  
  300 Social sciences, business and law  
  400 Science, mathematics and computing (no 

distinction possible) 
 

  420 Life science (including Biology and 
Environmental science) 

 

  440 Physical science (including Physics, 
Chemistry and Earth science) 

 

  460 Mathematics and statistics  
  481 Computer science  
  482 Computer use  
  500 Engineering, manufacturing and construction  
  600 Agriculture and veterinary  
  700 Health and welfare  
  800 Services  
  900 Unknown  
  999 Not applicable  
  Blank  No answer   
     

 
A) Description of the variable & its coding 
The field should refer to the same programme as in Col. 248 and 249. 
For the coding of LLLFIELD see HATFIELD Col. 240/242  
If the respondent has been enrolled in several educational programmes during the 
reference period he or she should only give information on the most recent 
educational programme.  
 
B) Specific questions on coding 
See under HATFIELD 
 
C) Suggestions for the questionnaire 
See under HATFIELD 
A question on this variable could be: "Which was the main subject/content of the 
educational programme".  
The subject/content of the educational programme is coded to the field of 
education/training that applies. 
If the interviewer can not code the answer with one of the 15 codes an open answer 
and post-coding is recommendable.  
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D) Combination with the core: 
a: new core  
The variable corresponds to the EDUCFIELD except for the reference period. 
 
Specific implementation instruction for combined modules in 2003 
The answer ‘Yes’ to EDUCSTAT will lead to the question of EDUCFIELD, which 
will be implemented also as LLLFIELD. In case of ‘No’ answer to EDUCSTAT and 
‘Yes’ answer to LLLSTAT, the EDUCFIELD will be coded ‘9’ and the LLLFIELD 
question will be asked. 
 
b: old core 
There is no Field of ‘This education or training’ (Current education or training) in the 
old LFS-E module. 
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Participation in courses, seminars, conferences etc.  
outside the regular education system 

 
LLLCOURATT 

Variable Column code  Filter/comments 
LLLCOURATT 253 1 digit Did you attend any courses, seminars, 

conferences or received private lessons or 
instructions outside the regular education 
system (hereafter mentioned as taught 
activities) within the last 12 months? 

Everybody aged 15 
years or more 

     
  1 Participated in one (1) taught activity  
  2 Participated in two (2) taught activities  
  3 Participated in three (3) taught activities  
  4 Participated in more than three taught 

activities 
 

  5 Didn’t attend any taught activities during the 
previous 12 months 

 

  9 Not applicable (child less than 15 years)  
  Blank No answer  

 
A) Description of the variable & its coding 
This variable covers all organised learning activities outside the regular education.  
This is what may be called non-formal education and training. 
 
An non-formal learning activity is defined as being organised like a course, a 
conference or seminar for which the interviewee has applied and has participated in. 
It could be for a short or a longer period also with minor breaks.  
 
(National examples: ???) 
 
Normally you have to register for each activity. This means that if you attend a series 
of courses (modular) each module is considered a separate activity if you can join each 
of them independently and have to register (apply) for each of them to attend them. If 
you on the contrary only can attend all of the modules as a whole and only have to 
register (apply) once for the whole series of modules they are all considered as one 
activity. 
 
An non-formal learning activity may exceed the reference period (starting before or 
finishing later)   
 
It includes the following activities: 
 
(National examples are welcome illustrating the follow paragraphs) 

• Attending a course or a seminar to get or to improve skills, knowledge and 
competence. This includes both courses leading to certificates and courses not 
leading to certificates. The courses can be attended to improve job related 
knowledge or improve skills for social and personal purposes. 
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• Attending a seminar, a course or a lecture to gain vocational guidance and to 
give a first step to working life, which isn’t leading to a recognised 
qualification. This includes measures which show and analyse the labour 
market, his or hers needs and possibilities and which help to choose a job and 
also measures which improve basic skills/key skills in public or private 
institutions. The training is taught and within a group on full time basis (or 
maybe part time) for a shorter period. 

• Attending a correspondence course, a tele-teaching or a comparable measure 
of teacher-supported distance learning to improve skills, knowledge or 
competence. 

• Private lessons to improve skills, knowledge and competence, especially as a 
supplement to formal education. This includes supplementary course by a 
private tutor. Leisure classes for example studying a language for ‘leisure’ 
purposes, even if the qualifications achieved may correspond to (part of) A-
level the attendance should be considered as a non-formal 'course'.  

 
 
It is recommended that the operational definition contain examples from the national 
learning environment. Below follows some examples; 

• Taught courses in job-related skills provided by the employer at the workplace 
or in other units belonging to the employer. Attending a course, seminar, 
conference provided by the employer at the workplace or in any of the 
employer's premises. 

• Courses, seminars etc provided by an external enterprise (not the employer) 
with education as its main activity  

• Courses, seminars etc provided by an external enterprise (not the employer) 
which main activity is production of goods and services (????). 

• Participation in study circles. The study circle is defined as a small group of 
people who meet regularly over a long period of time, plan and organise their 
studies under the guidance of an approved leader. It can also be provided by 
adult education associations. 

• Participating in preparatory labour market training as part of a labour market 
policy programme. 

• Attending a course, seminar conference provided by trade unions or employers' 
associations 

• Attending labour market training provided by the Employment Service Agency 
• Attending an foreign language course 
• Attending correspondence courses provided by correspondence institutes 
• Attending art courses, piano lessons, courses in Chi gong, riding lessons etc. 

(courses for personal/social reasons). 
• Music school, driving school or provider of courses in parenthood, hobby 

activities for example weaving and sports. 
• Received instructions or private lessons from a teacher, tutor or adviser 
• Other educations, courses, seminars or conferences 

 
B) Specific questions on coding 
---- 
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C) Suggestions for the questionnaire 
A national list of widely known courses or institutions providing non-formal 
education could be used for asking this question (e.g. Adult education institutions). 
This could be completed with a reference to well known national examples of 
seminars, conferences etc. 
 
D) Combination with the core: 
a: new core  
LLLCOURATT is equivalent to COURATT except for the reference period. 
 
Specific implementation instruction for combined modules in 2003 
The answer ‘No’ to LLLCOURATT is implemented as a ‘No-reply ’ to COURATT 
and a ‘Yes’ to LLLCOURATT will be followed up with a question of COURATT.  
 
b: old core 
There is no direct correspondence to LLLCOURATT in the old LFS-E module, as 
INEDUC covers both EDUCSTAT/LLLSTAT, COURATT/LLLCOURATT and 
LLLINFORATT.  
Also the reference period differs. 
However INEDUC in combination with the variable ‘Type of instruction’ Col. 103 
replies 1. (Class-room instruction) or 3. (Instruction combining both work experience 
and complementary class-room instruction (including any form of ‘dual-system’ or 
‘sandwich courses’) some approximate comparisons can be made. 
 
So with some reservations including different reference piriods ‘Participation in 1,2,3 
or more activities’ corresponds to ‘1 Received some education or training in 
combination with ‘1,3  Type of instruction’.  
 
Old core LLL-module 
1 Received some education or training 
(Combined with ’Type of instruction’ 
=1,3)  

1. Participated in one (1) taught activity 

1 Received some education or training 
(Combined with ’Type of instruction’ 
=1,3)  

2. Participated in two (2) taught activities 

1 Received some education or training 
(Combined with ’Type of instruction’ 
=1,3)  

3. Participated in three(3) taught activities 

1 Received some education or training 
(Combined with ’Type of instruction’ 
=1,3)  

4. Participated in more than three taught 
activities 

0. Received no education or training 5. Didn’t attend any taught activities 
during the previous 12 Months 
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Selection and ordering of activities 

 
The idea is to collect information on as many activities as necessary and no more. 
As a very little minority attends more than 3 activities within 12 months only exact 
information of up to the 3 most recent activities and no more is wanted. 
The activities may exceed the reference period so the most recent may be ongoing and 
not finalised yet. 
And the first one in the period may be have started before the beginning of the 
reference period. 
 
The most recent activity is called A in the following. 
The second most recent activity is called B in the following. 
The third most recent activity is called C in the following. 
So: 
 
If 1 activity (LLLCOURATT=1) ask on this activity as activity A, 
if 2 activities (LLLCOURATT=2) ask on these 2 activities as A & B,  
if 3 activities (LLLCOURATT=3) ask on these 3 activities as A, B &C and  
if 4 or more activities (LLLCOURATT=4), ask on the 3 most recent ones as A, B 
&C starting from the most recent one (i.e. activity A is the most recent one) 
 
As a number of variables (LLLCOURLENA/B/C, LLLCOURPURPA/B/C, 
LLLCOURFIELDA/B/C, LLLCOURWORHA/B/C) are concerning the last three non-
formal activities A,B,C it is recommended to start  asking for the content/names of the 
last activities which may be either 3, 2 or 1 and then ask for all variables concerning 
the last activity A, then the second last activity B and finally the third last activity C. 
 
The information to be collected is the following (the order of the columns is not 
important): 
 
 LLLCOURLEN LLLCOURPURP LLLCOURFIEL

D 
LLLCOURWORH 

Last activity A     
Second last act. B     
Third last act. C     

 
The opening question in this part of the questionnaire could be put like this : 
 
Thinking back for the last 12 months did you attend any courses, seminars, 
conferences or received private lessons within this period?  
 
Which of them was the last (most recent)?  (write down =A) 
If you participated in more than one, which was the second last ? (write down = B) 
If you participated in more than two, which one was  the third last ? (write down = C) 
(If more activities are attended simultaneously the one started latest should be 
considered the most recent.) 
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LLLCOURLENP 

Variable Column code  Filter/comments 
LLLCOURLENP 254/265 12 

digits 
Duration in number of taught hours for taught 
activity. Only time spent during the previous 
12 months should be included 

 

LLLCOURLENA  4 
digits 

Number of taught hours for the most recent 
activity 

LLLCOURATT=1, 2, 
3, 4 

     
LLLCOURLENB  4 

digits 
Number of taught hours for the second most 
recent activity 

LLLCOURATT= 2, 3, 
4 

     
LLLCOURLENC  4 

digits 
Number of taught hours for the third most 
recent 

LLLCOURATT=3, 4 

     

 
A) Description of the variable & its coding 
The variable covers the length of the 1, 2 or 3 most recent activities indicating number 
of hours spent on courses, seminars, conferences etc. By convention corresponding to 
LLLCOURLENA (the most recent activity), LLLCOURLENB (the second most 
recent activity) and LLLCOURLENC (the third most recent activity): codes 1, 2 and 3 
in the variable Col: 253. 
Only the time included in the reference period should be given. 
 
So the length of other activities in case of more than 3 have been attended are not 
covered here.  
The overall time is captured through the variable LLLCOURLEN which is the total 
amount of hours within the last 12 months. 
Use of data: 
The information is needed for receiving good quality in the estimates of the average 
amount of taught hours spent in courses, seminars, conferences etc. by the individual.  
 
B) Specific questions on coding 
Duration in number should reflect the number of taught hours only. 
The definition of total time spent in taught learning by the individual is the total 
number of hours that the individual has spent on participating in classes, seminars, 
conferences, lectures, tutorials etc. or receiving instruction or advice. Only the hours 
of instruction should be included in the total time spent in taught learning, which 
means that travelling time and homework should be excluded. 
 
C) Suggestions for the questionnaire 
 
How much time did you spend on the <last activity A> (name it), when we only count 
the hours spend on the activity itself, not homework and not transport?  
 
The same for the <second last activity B>. 
 
The same for the <third last activity C>. 
 
For courses over a long period of time the following questions could be asked; 
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- How many weeks did you spend on the course? 
- How many days on average for one week did you spend on the course? 
- How many hours on average for one day did you spend on the course? 
- The total amount of hours will be xxx hours; does this seem to be correct? Yes/No 
 
 
D) Combination with the core: 
a: new core  
Specific implementation instruction for combined modules in 2003: 
 
It does not have direct correspondence. However in the case of  one or more activities, 
which all take place within the last 4 weeks  the correspondence will be:  
LLLCOURLENP or LLLCOURLEN = COURLEN (yet as the reference period for the 
LFS-E is 4 weeks it can not be more than 100 hours in that case (= 4 weeks of  5 days 
of 5 hours)).  
 
b: old core 
There is no correspondence in the old core. 
 
LLLCOURPURP 

 
Variable Column code  Filter/comments 
LLLCOURPURP 266/268 3 

digits 
What were the main reasons for participating 
in this taught activity? 

 

     
LLLCOURPURPA  1 digit For the most recent activity; 1 = Mainly job 

related reasons, 2 = Mainly personal/social 
reasons, 9 = Not applicable, Blank = No 
answer 

LLLCOURATT=1, 2, 
3, 4 

     
LLLCOURPURPB  1 digit For the 2nd most learning activity; 1 = 

Mainly job related reasons, 2 = Mainly 
personal/social reasons, 9 = Not applicable, 
Blank = No answer 

LLLCOURATT= 2, 3, 
4 

     
LLLCOURPURPC  1 digit For the 3rd most recent activity; 1 = Mainly 

job related reasons, 2 = Mainly 
personal/social reasons, 9 = Not applicable, 
Blank = No answer 

LLLCOURATT=3, 4 

 
A) Description of the variable & its coding 
The variable covers the purpose to participate in the 3 most recent taught activities (A, 
B and C), codes 1, 2 and 3 in the variable Col: 253. 
 
The information is classified according to the following categories: 

- Mainly job related/professional reasons 
- Mainly personal/social reasons 
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The following definitions apply5: 
 
Job-related (professional): the respondent takes part in this activity in order to obtain 
knowledge and/or learn new skills for a current or a future job, increase earnings, 
improve job- and/or carrier opportunities in a current or another field and generally 
improve his/her opportunities for advancement and promotion. 
 
Non job-related (personal/social): the respondent take part in this activity in order to 
develop competencies required for personal, community, domestic, social or 
recreational purposes. 
 
B) Specific questions on coding 
Code 9 = Not applicable should only be used if the answer to LLLCOURATT is ‘No’. 
In case of hesitation on the question of the Main reason for participating in the course 
(Purpose of the course) the coding where the answer to the variable 
LLLCOURWORH is ‘Only’ or ‘Mostly during paid hours’ should be 1= ‘Mainly job 
related reasons’ and where the answer to the variable LLLCOURWORH is ‘Only’ or 
‘Mostly outside paid hours’ the coding should be 2 = ‘Mainly personal/social 
reasons’. (This may not be valid when the respondent is a student or out of work.) 
 
C) Suggestions for the questionnaire 
 
See ‘Selection and ordering of activities’ concerning the recommendations on  how 
to organise the 4 variables concerning the (3) most recent activities (LLLCOURATT). 
 
The specific question on this variable could be: 
 
Was the main reason or motive for participating in this <activity A>   (name it) mostly 
related  
 
1) to a job that you do or may do in the future? 
2) to personal and/or social needs? 
 
 
The same for the second last <activity B>. 
 
The same for the third last <activity C>. 
 
 
 
 
 
D) Combination with the core: 
a: new core 
 
It does not have direct correspondence. However in the case of just one activity in the 
last 12 Months the correspondence will be: LLLCOURPURPA =  COURPURP. 

                                                 
5 Adapted from the Manual for Better Training Statistics, OECD, 1999. 
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In case of more than one activity it is still reasonable to assume: LLLCOURPURPA = 
COURPURP if the answer to COURATT is ‘Yes’. 
 
Specific implementation instruction for combined modules in 2003 : 
In case the answer on the question COURATT in the new core is ‘Yes’ it will be 
acceptable to assume that COURPURP = LLLCOURPURPA. 
 
b: old core 
Corresponds to the variable ‘Purpose of this education and training’ Col: 105 although 
the old core is much more specified in the content. So with some reservations: ‘1 
Main job related professional’ corresponds to 2,3,4 and 5 in the old core variable and 
‘2  Mainly personal/social’ corresponds to ‘6  General interest’. 
The difference in the reference period should also be taken into consideration. 
 
Old core     LLL-module  
1 Initial education or training aiming at getting the 
skills for a job 
Continuing vocational training  + 

 

2 -to adapt to technological change, obtain 
promotion or upgrade  
acquired skills +  

1  Mainly job related professional) 

3 –training as a preparation for returning to work 
after a prolonged absence due to illness,  
maternity leave, national service, or a sabbatical 
period or unemployment +  

1  Mainly job related professional) 

4 –other adult training + 1  Mainly job related professional) 
5 Training under a specific employment measure 1  Mainly job related professional) 
6 General  interest  2 Mainly personal/social 
9 Not applicable 9 Not applicable 
bl No answer  bl No answer 
 



 20 

 
LLLCOURFIELD 

 
Variable Column code  Filter/comments 
LLLCOURFIELD 269/277 9 

digits 
Which was the subject/content of this taught 
activity? 

 

   The subject/content of the learning activity is 
coded to the field of education/training that 
applies. 

 

   Coding according to LLLFIELD   
LLLCOURFIELDA  3 

digits  
Field of education/learning for the most 
recent activity 

LLLCOURATT=1, 2, 
3, 4 

     
LLLCOURFIELDB  3 

digits  
Field of education/learning for the second 
most recent activity 

LLLCOURATT= 2, 3, 
4 

     
LLLCOURFIELDC  3 

digits  
Field of education/learning for the third most 
recent activity 

LLLCOURATT=3, 4 

     

 
A) Description of the variable & its coding 
This variable covers the field of the 3 most recent taught activities (A, B and C), codes 
1, 2 and 3 in the variable Col: 253. 
 
The subject/content of the learning activity is coded to the field of education/training 
that applies. It refers to the 3 most recent taught activities. 
-Field is coded according to the manual on Fields of Education and Training, 
EUROSTAT 1999. 
The field should refer to the same programme as in Col. 253. 
For the coding of LLLCOURFIELD see HATFIELD Col. 240/242  
 
B) Specific questions on coding 
 
Although the classification used does not cover the very broad offer of subjects in 
courses, conferences, seminars etc, it is coded in the same way as programmes under 
HATFIELD and EDUCFIELD to facilitate implementation and allow aggregation. 
 
According to the manual on fields of education and training the main subject content 
of the programme decides which field it should be classified into. "Thus, the 
distinction between fields does not take into account the personal purposes of the 
participation in the programmes (pleasure, leisure, to get a job etc.), nor is the 
intended occupation explicitly taken into account.  
 
As not many detailed codes (3 digits) and narrow codes (2 digits) are used in this 
coding the most precise code available should be used (put in brackets below) 
In the following some examples of coding courses according to the principle of the 
theoretical content as the most important criteria are shown (with the code to be used 
in this connection in brackets) in other words: the answer for each activity should be 
coded with the most detailed code possible and only with one code. 
 Courses attended for personal reasons that are not possible to allocate to specific 
codes should be coded as ‘General Programmes’ (000). 
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Do-it-your-self (unspecified): 090 (000) 
 
Tango, waltz, other dances:212 (200) 
 
Home furnishing:214 (200) 
 
Weaving (Craft) : 215 (200) 
 
Embroidery (Craft):215 (200) 
 
Needlecraft : 215 (200) 
   
Feng Shui (spiritual belief):221 (200) 
 
Basic programmes in reading, writing etc. for immigrants (for example Swedish for 
immigrants):222 
 
Foreign languages: 222   
Education in the German society, like norms, behaviour, laws etc.:310 (300) 
 
Mediation (in public conflicts etc.):313 (300) 
 
Inter-religious or inter-cultural dialogue:313 (300) 
 
Genealogy : 322 (300) 
 
Weaving (industrial) : 542 (500) 
 
Embroidery and needlework (industrial) : 542 (500)   
 
Sewing (industrial) : 542 (500) 
 
Computer science: 481 
 
Computer use (most of the activities probably has to be coded under ‘Computer use’): 
482   
 
Anti-stress, relaxation, relaxing, how to manage stress:726 (700) 
 
Courses in psychobodymental therapy not leading to an official certificate: 726 (700) 
 
Courses for parents in educational questions is to be coded as ‘Child care and youth 
services’: 761 (700)  
 
Cooking (hotels, restaurants): 811 (800) 
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Social games, round games, like monopoly, bridge, chess (recreation and leisure):812 
(800) 
 
For collectors of special objects (e.g., stamps, coins etc.) : (Leisure): 812 (800) 
 
Sports and other physical activities with the purpose to stay healthy:813 (800) 
 
Yoga, ayurveda:813 (800) 
 
Qigong, shiatsu:813 (800) 
 
Riding lesson:813 (800) 
 
Needlework (home) : 814 (800) 
   
Sewing (home): 814 (800) 
 
Cooking (home): 814 (800) 
 
Prevent stress at the workplace:862 (800) 
 
 
C) Suggestions for the questionnaire 
See ‘Selection and ordering of activities’ the recommendations how to organise the 
4 variables concerning the (3) last activities (LLLCOURATT). 
 
The specific question on this variable could be : 
 
Which was the subject/content of this <activity A> (name it) ?  
 
The same for the second last <activity B>. 
 
The same for the third last <activity C>. 
 
Having received the name/subject/content of the activity post coding is a possibility to 
ensure the consistency in the survey.  
An open question is proposed because the names of the activities outside regular 
education are much less standardised and a post coding could be a good solution. 
 
D) Combination with the core: 
a: new core  
It does not have direct correspondence. However in the case of just one activity in the 
last 12 Months the correspondence will be: LLLCOURFIELDA =  COURFIELD.  
In case of more than one activity it is still reasonable to assume: LLLCOURPURPA = 
COURFIELD if the answer to COURATT is ‘Yes’. 
 
Specific implementation instruction for combined modules in 2003 : 
In case the answer on the question COURATT in the new core is ‘Yes’ it will be 
acceptable to assume that COURFIELD = LLLCOURFIELDA. 
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b: old core 
No correspondence to the old LFS-E module. 
 
 
LLLCOURWORH 

 
Variable Column code  Filter/comments 
LLLCOURWORH 278/280 3 

digits 
Did any part of this taught activity take place 
during paid working hours? 

(optional for 
Germany) 

LLLCOURWORHA  1 digit For the most recent learning activity; 1 = 
Only during paid hours, 2 = Mostly during 
paid hours, 3 = Mostly outside paid hours, 
4=Only outside paid hours, 5=No job at that 
time; 9 = Not applicable, Blank = No answer 

LLLCOURATT=1, 2, 
3, 4  

     
LLLCOURWORHB  1 digit For the 2nd most recent learning activity; 1 = 

Only during paid hours, 2 = Mostly during 
paid hours, 3 = Mostly outside paid hours, 
4=Only outside paid hours, 5=No job at that 
time; 9 = Not applicable, Blank = No answer 

LLLCOURATT= 2, 3, 
4  

     
LLLCOURWORHC  1 digit For the 3rd most recent learning activity; 1 = 

Only during paid hours, 2 = Mostly during 
paid hours, 3 = Mostly outside paid hours, 
4=Only outside paid hours, 5=No job at that 
time; 9 = Not applicable, Blank = No answer 

LLLCOURATT=3, 4  

     

 
A) Description of the variable & its coding 
- This variable informs on the support to the course by the employer. It refers to the 3 
most recent taught activity A, B and C, codes 1, 2 and 3 in the variable Col: 253. 
 
-It refers to the degree that the activity takes place during paid working hours meaning 
that the working hours are used to attend the activity instead of working. It also 
includes the case of  where a number of working hours are being replaced by learning 
activity even if the activity itself takes place outside normal working time of the 
respondent. 
 
-If the learning activity takes place outside normal working time and the respondent 
has received payment for the hours or additional leisure hours, the activity should be 
coded as during paid working hours. 
-The answer should only reflect the participation in the course itself and not 
homework. 
 
-Self-employed should be treated as employed 
 
 
- Contributing family workers (those workers who hold a 'self-employment' job in a 
market-oriented establishment operated by a related person living in the same 
household), who cannot be regarded as partners, voluntary social workers and others 
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working without being paid but attending a course within that area should be coded as 
"4: Only outside paid hours", as there are no paid working hours. 
 
-If a person attends a long course (within the refeernceperiod) and does not have a job 
all the time of the course, there will be two periods of the course: the period where the 
person is in job and the period where the person is not in job. The answer and coding  
should reflect the situation in the longest period of the course (again within the 
reference period)  
 
B) Specific questions on coding 
- The information is classified according to the following categories: 
- The time spent in the learning activity were only during paid working hours 
- The time spent in the learning activity were mostly during paid working hours 
- The time spent in the learning activity were mostly outside of paid working hours 
- The time spent in the learning activity were only outside of paid working hours 
- The respondent had no job at the time when the learning activity took place 
 
C) Suggestions for the questionnaire 
See ‘Selection and ordering of activities’ the recommendations how to organise the 
4 variables concerning the (3) last activities (LLLCOURATT). 
Specific for this question: 
It is recommended to use a phrase in your language that explains that ‘during paid 
working hours’ means in practice a replacement of work by training received. 
 
D) Combination with the core: 
a: new core  
The variable is identical. Just the reference period and number of activities covered 
change. So in the case of just one activity in the last 12 Months the correspondence 
will be: LLLCOURWORHA = COURWORH.  
In case of more than one activity it is still reasonable to assume: LLLCOURWORHA 
= COURWORH if the answer to COURATT is ‘Yes’. 
 
Specific implementation instruction for combined modules in 2003 : 
In case the answer on the question COURATT in the new core is ‘Yes’ it will be 
acceptable to assume that COURWORH = LLLCOURWORHA. 
 
b: old core 
No correspondence to the old LFS-E module. 
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LLLCOURLEN 

Variable Column code  Filter/comments 
LLLCOURLEN 281/284 4 

digits 
If you participated in more than three taught 
activities, state the duration in number of 
taught hours for all taught activities 
(including the 3 you have described above). 
Only time spent during the previous 12 
months should be included.  

LLLCOURATT=4 
 
(optional for 
Germany) 

  4 
digits 

Number of taught hours   

  9999 Not applicable  

  Blank No answer  
     

 
A) Description of the variable & its coding 
The variable covers the length of all taught activities indicating number of hours spent 
on courses / seminars, conferences etc. (all taught activities) within the last 12 months 
including also the length of the last 3 most recent activities, corresponding to code 4 
in the variable Col: 253. 
 
For activities exceeding the reference period only the time included in the reference 
period should be given. 
 
The total time spent in learning will be collected in taught hours for the learning 
activities that the person has participated in during the past 12 months from the time 
of the interview. This information is needed for receiving good quality in the estimates 
of the average amount of taught hours spent in courses, seminars, conferences etc. by 
the individual.  
 
Duration in number should reflect the number of taught hours only. 
The definition of total time spent in taught learning by the individual is the total 
number of hours that the individual has spent on participating in classes, seminars, 
conferences, lectures, tutorials etc. or receiving instruction or advice. Only the hours 
of instruction should be included in the total time spent in taught learning, which 
means that travelling time and homework should be excluded. 
 
B) Specific questions on coding 
A possible solution is to ask the following question : If you are thinking back of the 
last 12 months, how many hours do you estimate that you have spent on courses, 
seminars, conferences etc, including the hours of the three most recent ones, which 
were xxx hours? 
 
If the respondent has participated in a course that lasted for instance  4 weeks it is 
better to ask him/her to convert this to hours. If he/she is not willing to do so, the 
interviewer should introduce a figure by using the following convention : 
1 Month = 4 weeks 
1 week = 5 days 
1 day = 5 hours of instruction 
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So if the respondent gives the information of a 2½ Month course the value to be coded 
should be : 2,5 X 4 X 5 X 5 = 250 hours. 
 
C) Suggestions for the questionnaire 
I the phrasing of the question it is recommended to refer to the former question of the 
length of the 3 most recent activities (LLLCOURLENA/B/C) and make clear that if  
the respondent has participated in more activities the length wanted is for all activities 
within the last 12 Months.  
 
D) Combination with the core: 
a: new core  
The variable is the same, but the reference period is different.  So there is no direct 
correspondence with the new LFS-E module. 
 
Specific implementation instruction for combined modules in 2003 
No instructions 
 
b: old core 
Although it seems as if this corresponds to col. 106 and 107/108 in the old module, 
the content is the not the same as the former measurement of volume is of the total 
programme/course, whereas this is of the volume within the reference period.  
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Participation in informal learning 
 
LLLINFORATT 

Variable Column Code  Filter/comments 
LLLINFORATT 289/292 4 digits Did you use any of the following methods for 

non-taught learning including self-learning 
with the purpose to improve your skills 
during the previous 12 months, which wasn’t 
part of a taught activity or Program of 
studies? 

Everybody aged 15 
years or more 

First digit  1 digit Self studying by making use of printed 
material (e.g. professional books, magazines 
and the like); 1= used, 0 = not used, 9 = no 
answer 

 

Second digit  1 digit Computer based learning/training; Online 
internet based web education (beyond 
institutionalised education) ; 1= used, 0 = not 
used, 9 = no answer  

 

Third digit  1 digit Studying by making use of educational 
broadcasting or offline computer based 
(Audio or Videotapes) ; 1= used, 0 = not 
used, 9 = no answer 

 

Fourth digit  1 digit Visiting facilities aimed at transmitting 
educational content (library, learning centres 
etc.) ; 1= used, 0 = not used, 9 = no answer 

 

     

 
A) Description of the variable & its coding 
The respondent is asked to reply whether he/she has used each of the 4 following 
methods for non-taught learning (including self-learning) with the purpose to improve 
his/her skills during the last 12 months, which wasn’t part of a taught activity or 
program of studies. It is supposed to be ‘beyond institutionalised education’ which 
means that the activity is performed by the respondent only and that there is no 
teacher, school or institution directly involved in this learning. 
The purpose is to register types of methods used, not the volume or number of 
activities. 
In essence this is self-taught learning 
 
There is no lower time limit, no minimum requirement of for instance 1 day. The 
respondent decides if he/she has used the method irrespective of the length. 
 
 
 
 B) Specific questions on coding 
There is no lower time limit. The interviewee decides if he/she has used the method 
irrespective of the length. 
-Common for the four methods proposed are that they are not organised as taught 
learning by a provider. The interviewee organises the learning him/herself. 
 
C) Suggestions for the questionnaire 
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- All four methods should be mentioned for the interviewee one by one and the answer 
is coded for each of the four methods. 
  
-As it is ‘methods’ used that are wanted registered one activity could be reported in 
more than one ‘method’ (see examples below). 
 
Method 1:  Reading of printed materials, guide books in order to improve your skills 
(Printed materials). 
Method 2: Interactive web based learning, internet-based learning (On line 
electronic). 
 
Method 3: Educational broadcasting like in the UK: Open University and in Italy: 
RAI) (Use national names as examples), learning by CD-ROM (Off line electronic). 
 
Method 4: All sorts of centres providing educational material including libraries (Use 
national names as examples) (Resource centres). 
 
A concrete proposal of phrasing could be: 
 
Did you use any of the following methods for the purpose to acquire/improve any 
skills during the previous 12 months, outside the context of an organised training 
activity? 
And did you do any of the following as part of your learning… 
(CODE ALL THAT APPLY) 

1. Read any printed material like books, journals or manuals? 
2. Use information from the Internet? 
3. Watch educational TV programmes, videos or used CD-ROMs? 
4. Visit a place where information is provided, like a library? 
5. NONE OF THESE” 

 
The last category is there in order to be sure that non of the other methods are used. 
 
-Examples of one activity that gives ‘1= used’ in two digits: 
1. example 
Use of professional literature from a library 
-‘1= used’ for first digit (self-study by making use of printed material) 
-‘1= used’ for fourth digit (visiting facilities aimed at transmitting educational content 
(library, learning centres)). 
 
2. example: 
Using internet based web in a library 
-‘1= used’ for second digit (computer based learning/training; Online internet based 
web education) 
-‘1= used’ for fourth digit (visiting facilities aimed at transmitting educational content 
(library, learning centres)) 
 
3. example: 
Getting an educational videotape from a library 
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-‘1= used’ for third digit (Studying by making use of educational broadcasting or 
offline computer based (Audio or Videotapes) 
 -‘1= used’ for fourth digit (visiting facilities aimed at transmitting educational content 
(library, learning centres)) 
  
 
D) Combination with the core: 
a: new core  
Specific implementation instruction for combined modules in 2003 
No correspondence to the new LFS-E module 
 
b: old core 
Relation to the old LFS-E module : Corresponds to INEDUC Col:102 which however 
has a broader content as it includes also Regular(formal) education and training 
(students/apprentices)  and Non- formal education and learning (taught activities). The 
reference period is also different.  
 


