
EU-SILC Description Target Variables General Description 
 

2011 Operation - 1 - 
 

Table I. Minimum effective sample size for countries 
(based on the use of a sample of households/address) 

 
Households Persons aged 16 or over to be 

interviewed 
EU-Member States 

Cross-sectional Longitudinal Cross-sectional Longitudinal 

Belgium 4 750 3 500 8 750 6 500 
Bulgaria 4 500 3 500 10 000 7 500 
Czech Republic 4 750 3 500 10 000 7 500 
Denmark 4 250 3 250 7 250 5 500 
Germany 8 250 6 000 14 500 10 500 
Estonia 3 500 2 750 7 750 5 750 
Greece 4 750 3 500 10 000 7 250 
Spain 6 500 5 000 16 000 12 250 
France 7 250 5 500 13 500 10 250 
Ireland 3 750 2 750 8 000 6 000 
Italy 7 250 5 500 15 500 11 750 
Cyprus 3 250 2 500 7 500 5 500 
Latvia 3 750 2 750 7 650 5 600 
Lithuania 4 000 3 000 9 000 6 750 
Luxembourg 3 250 2 500 6 500 5 000 
Hungary 4 750 3 500 10 250 7 750 
Malta 3 000 2 250 7 000 5 250 
Netherlands 5 000 3 750 8 750 6 500 
Austria 4 500 3 250 8 750 6 250 
Poland 6 000 4 500 15 000 11 250 
Portugal 4 500 3 250 10 500 7 500 
Romania 5 250 4 000 12 750 9 500 
Slovenia 3 750 2 750 9 000 6 750 
Slovakia 4 250 3 250 11 000 8 250 
Finland 4 000 3 000 6 750 5 000 
Sweden 4 500 3 500 7 500 5 750 
United Kingdom 7 500 5 750 13 750 10 500 
Total of EU 
Member States 

130 750 98 250 272 900 203 850 

Iceland 2 250 1 700 3 750 2 800 
Norway 3 750 2 750 6 250 4 650 
Total including 
Iceland and 
Norway 

136 750 102 700 282 900 211 300 
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Table II. Minimum effective sample size for countries 
using a sample or persons 

 
Households / Persons aged 16 or 
over to be interviewed in detail 

Persons aged 16 or over to be 
covered 

EU-Member States 

Cross-sectional Longitudinal Cross-sectional Longitudinal 

Denmark 5 500 4 250 9 500 7 250 
Netherlands 6 500 5 000 11 500 8 750 
Slovenia 6 750 5 000 16 250 12 250 
Finland 5 000 3 750 8 500 6 250 
Sweden 5 750 4 500 9 500 7 500 
Non EU countries     
Iceland 3 000 2 000 5 000 3 250 
Norway 4 750 3 500 8 000 6 000 

 

Countries using a sample of persons (selected respondents) must select an extra sample to 
cover population 14 and 15 years old. 

 
 


