Brussels 
European Commission supports the development of Information Society and mobility in the field of higher education in Latin American Region
The European Commission has allocated €63.6 million for another two regional programmes to be implemented in the Latin American Region. The  new programmes  aim to reduce the digital divide and support universal access to Information & Communication Technologies (ICT) services by accompanying  the development of a sustainable, competitive, innovating and inclusive Information Society in line with the Millennium Development Goals; and  improving higher education and training of Latin American students and academic staff , respectively.  
Building on Alliance for the Information Society - @LIS 1 achievements, the European Union will support, through the second phase of the Alliance for the Information Society programme - @LIS 2, the continuation of dialogue and cooperation on policy and regulatory frameworks in the Information Society area, boost interconnectivity and collaborative research in Latin America and with the EU and promote the Latin American ongoing regulatory integration effort. At the same time, the EU' co-operation and mobility scheme for Latin America promotes better understanding and mutual enrichment in the field of higher education through students and university staff mobility. 

 The two projects adopted within the 2008 Annual Action Programme are:

•
   Alliance for the Information Society - @LIS 2 will support the regional political dialogue process - eLAC, strengthen collaborative research intra LA and with the EU, increasing access to RedCLARA network  and promote ongoing regulatory integration efforts. Particular attention will be given to the social impact of information and communication technologies. @LIS 2 activities cover the period 2009-2013. The project has a budget of €31.25 million out of which € 22 millions are financed by the European Commission.

•
   Erasmus Mundus External Cooperation Windows - Latin American Region - EM-ECW-LA will promote partnerships and institutional co-operation exchanges between European Higher Education Institutions and Latin American institutions and a mobility scheme addressing student and academic exchanges Particular attention will be paid to students from deprived regions and socio-economically disadvantaged groups. EM-ECW-LA activities cover the period 2009-2013. The European Commission finances 100% of the cost of this project which has a total budget of €41.6 million. 
Background: 

The Latin American Regional indicative programme 2007-2010 identifies 3 priorities namely Support for social cohesion and reduction of poverty, inequalities and exclusion, Regional integration and Tackling regional challenges/mutual understanding. For the 2007-2013 programming period, total EU assistance to the regional programmes in Latin America amounts to around € 556 million.
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