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An argument in 4 steps – and a 
postscript

• A forty year perspective: development works 
(in the EU and in Asia)

• Our agenda is changing – and so is yours

• We both need a new partnership, focused on 
the MDGs, but also on global issues

• The key elements will be to work together: (a) 
to learn, (b) to improve aid, and (c) to fix 
things together internationally



A 40 year 
perspective



http://ucatlas.ucsc.edu/gdp/gdpmap.html
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Asia is leading us out of recession





‘Capability’: 
the WEF Competitiveness Index



Global Competitiveness Index 2009-10

• Sweden 4
• Denmark 5
• Finland 6
• Germany 7
• Netherlands 10
• UK 13
• France 16
• Austria 17
• Belgium 18
• Ireland 25
• Spain 33

• Singapore 3
• Japan 8
• Hong Kong 11
• Taiwan 12
• Korea 19
• Malaysia 24
• China 29
• India 49



The agenda is changing



Continued high and environmentally 
sustainable growth

Lagging and environmentally 
unsustainable growth 

High social 
inclusion

Low social 
inclusion

X

X X



Conceptually, 
we share a logical hierarchy

Well-being

Income Health Education Inclusion Participation

Favourable national policy 
environment

Favourable international policy 
environment

Public 
expenditure

Regulatory 
environment
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GPGs or ‘things we need to fix’







Strengthening the international 
environment: ‘things we need to fix’



Things we need to fix

Climate

Trade 
rules

Energy 
security

Health

Knowledge

Peace

Financial 
stability

Food 
security

Fisheries

Migration



This gives us our new partnership 
agenda

• Sharing ideas about national policy

• Working together to improve aid

• Strengthening the international environment



From an aid relationship to a strategic 
partnership



The 18 Core Global Risks: Likelihood with Severity by 
Number of Deaths

Source:  World Economic Forum - Global Risks 2008 
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