


Building confidence in and enhancing the 
reliability and transparency of democratic 
electoral processes, in particular through 
electoral observation.
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Although democracy does not just come down to elections, they nonetheless constitute 
a critical stage in the democratic process. The electoral process in a country serves as a 
barometer for its record on human rights and fundamental freedoms, as there can be no 
credible vote without freedom of expression, association and meeting. 

The reliability of the voting process is, for its part, an essential element in the strengthening 
of democracy and human rights. In several countries that have undergone electoral 
processes, accusations of fraud and manipulation have triggered extreme violence and 
grave human rights violations. In such cases, voting has made democracy more fragile 
instead of reinforcing it.

Contributing to the transparency and integrity of electoral operations is therefore one 
of the EIDHR’s priorities. With this in mind, the European Union has placed strong 
emphasis on developing its electoral observation missions and has also supported the 
development of electoral observation capacities at regional level. 

The EU has undertaken not to devote more than 25% of the EIDHR’s budget to electoral 
observation, which means that elections requiring the dispatch of a mission need to 
be selected with care. The observation of elections is also carried out in advance of the 
election day, in order to verify that the conditions required for a free, open and fair vote 
are in place. These include the transparency of the electoral roll registration process, 
access to the media, the freedom to campaign, and the provision of information to 
citizens. It also covers the post-election period, with the monitoring of the processing of 
complaints and appeals.

The observers are European volunteers put forward by the Member States.
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Coordination

Within the European Commission, the European Instrument for Democracy and Human 
Rights is defi ned by the External Relations Directorate General and implemented by 
EuropeAid, the External Co-operation Offi ce, under the authority of the Commissioner 
for External Relations and Neighbourhood Policy, in close coordination with the 
Commissioner for Development and Relations with African, Caribbean and Pacifi c 
States.

Beneficiaries

The projects’ benefi ciaries vary according to the objectives. Calls for project proposals 
are often open to civil society organisations based anywhere in the world.

Selection

The selection of new projects takes place in three ways :

- global calls for proposals: the projects cover all the objectives. Selected by the 
Commission in consultation with its local delegations, they are generally administered 
by the latter.

- more limited calls, specifi c to one country: they cover Objective 2 in particular and 
support local projects designed to reinforce the role of civil society and are managed 
by local EU delegations.

- projects selected without any call for proposals: responding to the EU’s wish to create 
strategic partnerships, they mainly cover support for intergovernmental organisations 
(The Offi ce of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Council of Europe, OSCE/
ODIHR) and for international criminal jurisdictions (International Criminal Court in 
The Hague, International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, etc.)
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To find out more about the EIDHR :

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/eidhr/
index_en.htm 
To consult the current calls for proposals:
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/
index.cfm?do=publi.welcome

To find out more about EU policy as a whole on human 
rights, democracy and the rule of law :

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/human_rights/intro/
index.htm

Contact

Postal address
European Commission 
EuropeAid Co-operation Offi ce – Unit F/2 
B-1049 Brussels

EuropeAid-EIDHR@ec.europa.eu
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