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1.
THE PROGRAMME FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, INCLUDING ENERGY
1.1
Background

On 18 December 2006 the European Parliament and the Council adopted Regulation (EC) N° 1905/2006
 (OJ L 378 of 27 December 2006, pp.41-71). This Regulation applies from 1 January 2007 to 31 December 2013 and establishes a financing instrument for development cooperation (hereafter referred to as the DCI Regulation) and forms the legal basis for the Commission to manage certain budget lines/items related to the implementation of certain external relations geographical and thematic programmes.

In particular, Article 13 of the DCI Regulation lays down the basis for the strategic multi-annual programme on "Environment and sustainable management of natural resources, including energy" (hereafter referred to as the ENRTP strategic paper). The ENRTP strategic paper 2007-2010 was adopted by the Commission on 20 June 2007
 and provides a multi-annual framework for commitment of € 450 million over the 4 years. The Strategy is based on the recognition that a healthy environment and sound management of natural resources are crucial for lasting poverty reduction, while strong international environmental governance is required to reinforce the sustainability of global development. Through the ENRTP, the EU has dedicated resources to help developing countries and partner organisations address environmental and natural resource management issues and meet their obligations under Multi-lateral Environment Agreements [MEAs] and to take international policy leadership.

The ENRTP will help to achieve the EC's overall sustainable development objective, as laid down in the EU Sustainable Development Strategy,
 and as promoted by the European Consensus on Development,
 the 6th Environmental Action Programme,
 the European Neighbourhood Policy and the European Union’s energy policy strategy, notably the EU external energy policy paper
 endorsed by the European Council and in the work of the International Dimension of the European Research Area (ERA) in support of the Lisbon Strategy

The new priority 5 under the ENRTP on Sustainable Energy will contribute more concretely to addressing the request from the European Council of March 2007 on development of an external energy policy as it is outlined in the Action Plan for Energy Policy for Europe.
1.2
Objectives of the programme and priority issues 

All the documents referred to below can be consulted on EuropeAid's “Environment and Natural Resources” website at http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/environment/index_en.htm
 


1.2.1
Objectives of the Programme (2007–2013)

The principal objective of the ENRTP is set out in Article 13 of the DCI Regulations as follows: 

The objective of the thematic programme on environment and sustainable management of natural resources, including water, and energy, shall be to integrate environmental protection requirements into the Community's development and other external policies as well as to help promote the Community's environmental and energy policies abroad in the common interest of the Community and partner countries and regions.

1.2.2.
Multi-annual programming (2007–2010)

The Thematic Strategy Paper (TSP) on environment and sustainable management of natural resources, including energy (ENRTP) was adopted on 20 June 2007 by the Commission.  

This four-year strategy addresses the following challenges, which have a profound effect on the lives of poor people: rapidly degrading key ecosystems, climate change, poor global environmental governance and inadequate access to and security of energy supply. The response strategy is based on the following five priorities:

1. assisting developing countries to make better progress on integrating environmental sustainability (the neglected 7th MDG) in decision making and thus underpin achievement of all the Millennium Development Goals by building capacity, supporting the involvement of civil society and developing innovative approaches; 

2. promoting implementation of Community initiatives and agreed commitments (including those under Multilateral Environmental Agreements) on environment and sustainable management of natural resources, including resource efficiency, energy at international and regional level and across national boundaries; 

3. improving environmental integration and promoting coherence in EU policies affecting third countries through methodological work and enhancing expertise;

4.  promoting EU environmental policies abroad by strengthening international environmental governance, negotiation and monitoring, assisting the operation of MEAs and other processes, supporting coherent international policy development across the three pillars of sustainable development and 

5. Promoting EU energy policies abroad, in particular sustainable energy options in partner countries and regions by support for policy development and through innovative funding mechanisms. 

On 3 December 2007 the Commission adopted the Annual Action Programme (AAP) 2007
 under the ENRTP. In its first annex, Action Fiche A, it lays down the basis for the present call for proposals.
1.2.3.
Programming – Priority issues for the present Call for Proposals  

All actions should contribute to priorities two and five of the Thematic Strategy for the ENRTP as outlined above:

Priority 2. Promoting implementation of EU initiatives and internationally agreed commitments;

Priority 5. Support for sustainable energy options in partner countries and regions.
Actions under Priority 2 shall address the following sub-themes: 

(i) Forests

Globally there is an increasing trend towards the decentralisation of forest management and to community based forest management. This requires new institutional arrangements between different levels of government, local communities and the private sector. The emerging debate on avoided deforestation is of relevance here since the institutional arrangements for any potential mechanisms to reduce deforestation – and in particular how such arrangements reach the field level and local communities – will be critical for their success. Reflecting the importance of forests in relation to climate change activities, the work under this heading will also contribute to the objectives and activities of the Global Climate Change Alliance. One of the key issues and preconditions for sustainable forest management and forest conservation is security of forest rights and land tenure. Securing tenure and rights of local communities, including indigenous populations, and supporting the development of sustainable institutional arrangements will therefore be the priority of this call. This will help addressing some of the root causes of forest loss and degradation and associated greenhouse gas emissions, as well as opportunities for poverty reduction, in particular the links between human rights, including the rights of indigenous peoples, forest access and tenure and sustainable forest management.
Activities funded through the Call for Proposals should therefore focus on:

· Actions aimed at securing land tenure and forest rights of local communities, and supporting the development and implementation of institutional arrangements and land use policies for forest conservation and sustainable management

· Pilot activities aimed at supporting pro poor financing mechanisms for forest conservation in the context of combating climate change

Applications under the sub-theme Forests may include re-granting, allowing the applicant to supply small grants for a limited amount to local non-profit making organisations directly supporting community forest management that brings about significant social and environmental benefits. Re-granting is further specified in section 2.1.3. 

The results expected from project proposals submitted under this sub-theme would include:

-
Promotion of policy reforms addressing land tenure and forest rights; 

-
Increase in forest area under sustainable forest management (SFM) based on secure tenure rights, especially of local communities and indigenous groups;
-
Strengthen role of community based institutions in the sustainable use and conservation of natural forests.  

(ii) Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT)

Illegal logging and the associated trade in illegal timber is responsible for vast environmental damage in developing countries, and impoverishes rural communities that depend on forest products for a living.  Actions that aim at combating the problem of illegal logging include amongst others improved governance and capacity building. The role of national NGOs in this context is essential.

Actions should support the implementation of the FLEGT Action Plan
. 
Projects should focus on the following areas:

-
improving transparency and accountability and the contribution of NGOs, private sector representative bodies and local authorities in complementing the role of governments in forest law enforcement, governance and trade, in the overall context of poverty reduction and in particular in, but not limited to, countries currently negotiating Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) i.e. Cameroon, Ghana, Malaysia and Indonesia;

and/or

- 
For the countries where a FLEGT Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) is under discussion or preparation (in particular, but not limited to, Gabon, Central African Republic, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia, Côte d'Ivoire, Papua New Guinea), fostering civil society capacity to interact with other stakeholders and enter in the national debates on FLEGT VPAs will be essential for the quality of the VPA processes. Strengthening the capacities of national NGOs in terms of forest governance issues, advocacy and work with the media, but also in terms of project technical and administrative management as well as the capacity of the private sector representative bodies and local authorities to provide inputs to the FLEGT process. 

-
Follow-up actions to the EU-China Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (FLEG) Conference held in Beijing in September 2007 (www.eu-china-fleg.cn), in particular concerning triangular trade of forest products between developing timber producing countries, China and the EU."

Applications under the sub-theme FLEGT may include re-granting, allowing the applicant to supply small grants for a limited amount to local non-profit making organisations. Re-granting is further specified in section 2.1.3.

The results expected from project proposals submitted under this sub-theme would include:

-
Increased number of national processes supporting wide stakeholder engagement; 

-
Increased awareness of FLEGT in potential partner countries;

-
Increased number of transparency initiatives in forest sector; 

-
More information on forests and their use in the public domain.

-
Increased advocacy capacities of developing countries NGOs
(iii) Climate Change

Many developing countries are severely threatened by the negative impacts of climate change. Food security, the prevalence of infectious diseases, and access to water may all be altered as a result of climate change, in addition to economic and political disruptions. Many developing countries are located in geographic regions likely to suffer the worst effects of climate change. Most have insufficient capacity and financial means to adapt to climate change.

Moreover, also developing countries have an interest in addressing mitigation.  Many developing countries are already making efforts that result in significant reductions in the growth of their GHG emissions, through policies addressing economic, security or local environmental concerns. There are many policy options for developing countries which at the same time further efforts for sustainable development and poverty reduction and where benefits outweigh the costs.  Such policies can be strengthened by sharing good practice in policy design and planning and technology co-operation. This will enable developing countries to play a greater part in global reduction efforts. The EU wants to continue to assist developing countries in doing so.  

The Council adopted on 22 November 2004 the EU Action Plan on Climate Change and Development
. It complements the EU Strategy on climate change and development which was endorsed by the Council already in December 2003. The Action Plan is currently being implemented jointly by the European Commission and the EU Member States.

The overall objective of the Strategy and Action Plan is to assist EU partner countries in meeting the challenges posed by climate change, in particular by supporting them in the implementation of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol. 

Actions to be financed in the context of this Call for Proposals should further the priorities identified in the EU Action Plan on Climate Change and Development as well as the EU's broader post-2012 climate change strategy, set out in the European Commission Communication "Limiting Global Climate Change to 2 degrees Celsius: the way ahead for 2020 and beyond"
. Proposals are also encouraged to consider the objectives and suggested activities under the European Commission Communication on "Building a Global Climate Change Alliance between the European Union and poor developing countries most vulnerable to climate change". 

The Call for Proposals will aim to support the identification of concrete approaches with respect to the above objectives.
Actions should mainly focus on the following areas:

-
Transfer and deployment of new technologies for mitigation, including capacity-building for the effective participation by partner countries in the Clean Development Mechanism.

      Such actions may not include re-granting.
 

and where good opportunities arise:
-
Promoting dialogue with partner countries, especially emerging countries, in support of the development and implementation of a global and comprehensive post-2012 climate change agreement.


Such actions may include re-granting, allowing the applicant to supply small grants for a limited amount to local non-profit making organisations as further specified in section 2.1.3

The results expected from project proposals submitted under this sub-theme would include:

-
Enhanced mitigation capacities thanks to better access to new technologies and strengthened support for their deployment.

- 
Better understanding of the constraints and opportunities for making the CDM a successful instrument in attracting private investment in all developing country regions.
- 
Contribute to greater convergence of views between Europe and developing and emerging countries on a post-2012 agreement under the UN climate change negotiations.
(iv) Biodiversity 

This sub-theme aims at addressing biodiversity losses at regional and national level in particular through the conservation of Protected Areas and by helping to ensure an adequate level of protection in the transfer, handling and use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs).

Actions should focus on the following areas:

-
actions aimed at conserving biodiversity in support of the Convention on Biological Diversity [CBD] Programme of Work on Protected Areas, as well as capacity building for Protected Areas' work under Multi-lateral Environment Agreements [MEAs] and at awareness raising activities. Actions should preferably also contribute to poverty reduction of the population that lives in and around protected areas. 

-
proposals aimed at furthering implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety particularly by assisting beneficiaries to improve the control, inspection and detection of GMOs.

Applications under the sub-theme Biodiversity may include re-granting, allowing the applicant to supply small grants for a limited amount to local non-profit making organisations. Re-granting is further specified in section 2.1.3.

The results expected from project proposals submitted under this sub-theme would include:

-
Improved sustainable management of biodiversity resources; 

-
Improved management of protected areas; 

-
Increased cross-border collaboration and networking (capacity building, awareness raising); 

-
Improved implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety

Proposals should be identified and developed in close collaboration with organisations in developing countries both at national and local level, including local communities and other local stakeholders.
(v) Desertification 

Close linkages exist between rural poverty and environmental degradation. Sustainable natural resources management is an integral part of the EC's policy and approach to rural poverty reduction. The aim for this sub-theme is to identify and promote small community based initiatives proposing win-win solutions that benefit both the rural poor and the environment, and to minimise trade-offs between environmental protection and rural poverty reduction. 

Actions should:

· Strengthen community based institutions for natural resource management, particularly land,  given their essential role in the management of common property resources,

and actions should focus on the following priority:

-
Land tenure systems as enabling frameworks at local level for farmers and other stakeholders to adopt improved sustainable land use and where applicable sustainable management of natural resources. Activities should document and stimulate successful experiences where secure land tenure schemes encourage investments in land improvements and prevented resource conflicts. The submission of regional and global proposals bringing together and comparing meaningful local/national experiences is encouraged.

Applications under the sub-theme Desertification may include re-granting, allowing the applicant to supply small grants for a limited amount to local non-profit making organisations. Re-granting is further specified in section 2.1.3.

The results expected from project proposals submitted under this sub-theme would include:

-
Proven successful experiences in the rehabilitation of degraded land;

-
Increased active participation in the sustainable management of natural resources, in particular land, by local communities; 

-
Strengthened role for community based institutions for natural resource management especially in the management of common property resources, land in particular;

Proposals should be identified and developed in close collaboration with organisations in developing countries both at national and local level, including local communities and other local stakeholders.
Actions under Priority 5, Sustainable Energy, should address the following areas: 

Improving sustainable management of energy resources and reducing energy losses in production, transport and distribution globally is a way to moving the energy path to a more sustainable one, which is not revolutionary – but evolutionary.
Developing countries are short of adequate energy networks with losses in energy transportation, which has serious impacts on the environment.  
Energy savings and energy efficiency measures both on the supply and the demand side should play a major role in ensuring a sustainable energy future.

Applications under the sub-theme Sustainable Energy may include re-granting (allowing the applicant to supply small grants for a limited amount to local non-profit making organisations, as further specified in section 2.1.3).
Actions should focus on the following areas:

-
proposals targeting specific energy producing countries in Africa, (northern and sub-Saharan African countries), in Central Asia, in order to help improve the management of their energy resources, including untapped renewable energy resources, which today lead to inefficient and/or unsustainable production, transportation and end-use of energy (losses of energy including via gas flaring).  Actions should  principally focus on hydrocarbons and renewable energy sources including hydro power, solar and biomass as well as on the promotion of energy efficiency. The actions funded should be in line with the relevant political initiatives in the field of energy for the countries concerned, including bilateral energy MoU’s.

The major component of the proposed action must focus on one or more of the following country(ies) / areas (if other countries are included in the proposed action it may only be for a minor part):

· Algeria, Nigeria, Libya, Angola, Egypt in the area of advanced and environment friendly technology for gas and oil and renewable energy sources. 
· Mozambique, Ghana, Democratic Republic Congo and Ethiopia in the areas of renewable energy, including hydro power, sustainable biomass and energy recovery from waste.
-
Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, reform in the energy sector, including in the area of energy pricing and promoting renewable energy and energy efficiency.
· Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Morocco, Jordan, Lebanon, Israel, occupied Palestinian territory, Syria, and Mauritania for bilateral and/or preferably regional  activities on sustainable energy. 

Activities should take a bilateral and/or regional approach, as appropriate, and integrate different capacity building aspects: i.e. through training;; visits to MS, IFIs and respective international and national energy agencies and through development of possible demonstration projects. These should lead to the development of projects in the fields of energy efficiency for the energy production sector, and renewable energy sources including the promotion of best available technologies and best energy management practices as well as the creation of local energy agencies. Contribution to the launch of specific dedicated demonstration projects in the field of renewable energy sources will also be financed.

The results expected from project proposals submitted under this sub-theme would include:

-
Identification and preparatory works for the development of viable demonstration projects in the identified fields;

-
Dissemination and use of best practices

-
Number of capacity building actions held; 

-
Adoption of sustainable energy management related legislation in national plans; 

-
Measurable reduction of energy losses; 

-
Increased use of former flared and vented associated gas.

Proposals should be in line with already existing cooperation work and should contribute to their objectives while responding to the demand of the targeted countries.
1.3
Financial allocation provided by the contracting authority

The amount made available under this Call for Proposals from the 2007 budget is EUR 29 272 900. Subject to the decision of the Budgetary Authority and subsequent Commission Decision, an additional indicative amount of approximately EUR 30 million will be allocated to this Call for Proposals from the 2008 budget. The Contracting Authority reserves the right not to award all available funds.
Indicative allocation of funds by sub-theme / area:
In the case where the minimum percentage foreseen for a specific sub-theme / area cannot be used due to insufficient quality or number of proposals received, the Contracting Authority reserves the right to reallocate the remaining funds to another sub-theme / area within this call.

	Priority/Budget Allocation
	Sub-themes
	% of budget allocation
	Indicative range of actions to be selected  based on total allocations from 2007 budget and expected increase from 2008 budget

	Priority 2

 indicative range

EUR 47 million*
	Climate Change
	3-8%
	2 to 10

	
	Forests
	40-50%
	8 to 40

	
	FLEGT
	10-20%
	7 to 30

	
	Biodiversity
	15-25%
	3 to14

	
	Desertification
	5-15%
	2 to 11

	Priority 5

 indicative EUR 13 million*


	Sustainable Energy
	100%
	6 to 25


* These indicative amounts are based on the allocation from the AAP 2007 and envisaged allocation from the budget 2008. These amounts include actions involving re-granting. 

Size of grants

Any grant awarded under this Call for Proposals must fall between the following minimum and maximum amounts:

	
	EC contribution

	
	Minimum
	Maximum

	Priority 2:

Priority 5:
	forests, biodiversity, desertification

Sustainable Energy
	€ 500 000
	€  2 500 000

	Priority 2:
	Climate Change, FLEGT
	€ 250 000
	€ 1 000 000


In addition, no grant may exceed 80% of the total eligible costs of the action (see also section 2.1.4). The balance must be financed from the applicant's or partners' own resources, or from sources other than the European Community budget or the European Development Fund.

2.
Rules FOR thIS call for proposalS

These guidelines set out the rules for the submission, selection and implementation of actions financed under this Call, in conformity with the provisions of the Practical Guide to contract procedures for EC external actions.

The majority of terms used in the present guidelines are explained in the Glossary to the Practical Guide to contract procedures for EC external actions.

The aforementioned Practical Guide and the Glossary can be consulted at the following Internet address: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/practical_guide/index_en.htm


In addition to the Glossary, the following definitions apply to the present guidelines:

Partnership
the grouping of organisations i.e. the main applicant and its partners for the purpose of implementing the proposed action

Applicant
the organisation responsible for submitting the application
Partner
member organisation of the partnership other than the applicant 

Associate
organisation that plays an active role in the action but which cannot benefit from funding under the grant 

Subcontractor 
organisation contracted by the beneficiary or its partner(s) in accordance with the appropriate procedures in order to execute specific tasks in implementing the action

Re-granting  
financial support that may be given to third parties by the beneficiary of the Community grant where the implementation of the action so requires, subject to the conditions laid down in Article 120 of the Financial Regulation and 184a of the Implementing Rules of the Financial Regulation

2.1
Eligibility criteria

There are three sets of eligibility criteria, relating to:

· applicant(s) which may request a grant (2.1.1), and their partners (2.1.2),
· actions for which a grant may be awarded (2.1.3),

· types of cost which may be taken into account in setting the amount of the grant (2.1.4).

2.1.1
Eligibility of applicants: who may apply ?
(1)
In order to be eligible for a grant, applicants must:

· be legal persons or an entity without legal personality
 and
· be non-profit making and
be non-governmental organisations, public sector operators, local authorities, regional intergovernmental bodies/organisations, associations representing local people/communities, in particular indigenous or forest-dependent people. Or must be public agencies or universities, provided they have independent status, that is their management structure does not depend directly on a Ministry, or be international (inter-governmental) organisations as defined by Article 43 of the Implementing Rules to the EC Financial Regulation
 (see exception below), and
· be nationals
 of a Member State of the European Union, nationals of official candidate countries as recognised by the European Community or nationals of a Member State of the European Economic Area, nationals of, or legal persons who are established in a partner country as specified in Appendix I. This obligation does not apply to international organisations. 

Exceptions can be considered for certain organisations for specific types of actions based on the text of the ENRTP strategic paper
, in particular as mentioned under section 5 b "implementation method", and
· be directly responsible for the preparation and management of the action with their partners, not acting as an intermediary.

For the sub-theme on FLEGT under Priority 2 international (inter-governmental) organisations are not eligible.
(2)
Potential applicants may not participate in Calls for Proposals or be awarded grants if  they are in any of the situations which are listed in Section 2.3.3 of the Practical Guide to contract procedures for EC external actions (available from the Internet address indicated at the beginning of the section 2). 


In part A, section III of the Grant Application Form (“Declaration by the applicant”), applicants must declare that they do not fall into any of the situations.
2.1.2 
Partnerships and eligibility of partners

Applicants may act individually or with partner organisations.

Partnership is not mandatory but highly recommended, especially with local organisations from countries where the action is to be implemented.

Applicants’ partners participate in designing and implementing the action, and the costs they incur are eligible in the same way as those incurred by the grant Beneficiary. They must therefore satisfy the same eligibility criteria as applicants.

The following are not partners and do not have to sign the “partnership statement”:
· Associates

Other organisations may be involved in the action. Such associates play a real role in the action but may not receive funding from the grant with the exception of per diem or travel costs. Associates do not have to meet the eligibility criteria referred to in section 2.1.1. The associates have to be mentioned in Part B section IV - “Associates of the Applicant participating in the Action” of the Grant Application Form. 
· Subcontractors
The grant beneficiaries have the possibility to award contracts to subcontractors.  Subcontractors are neither partners nor associates, and are subject to the procurement rules set out in Annex IV to the Standard Grant Contract (see Annex F on the last page of the present guidelines). 

The applicant will act as the lead organisation and, if selected, as the contracting party (the "beneficiary").

2.1.3
Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made

Definition: An action (or project) is composed of a set of activities.

Duration

The initial duration of the proposed action may not be lower than 18 months nor exceed 60 months.

Priorities: sub-themes / areas

The action should address at least one of the sub-themes/areas listed in section 1.2.3. under either priority 2 or 5. 

Attention is drawn to the fact that applications that do not clearly refer to at least one of these sub-themes/areas will not be considered. The main sub-theme / area addressed by the action must be indicated in the Application forms, that will be published together with the application form.

Actions should have the potential to be relevant beyond a limited geographical area and should therefore include a dissemination component, aiming at making available the experience gained to all potential target groups, including various levels of government. They should aim at improving the knowledge base on the development and demonstration of innovative policy approaches and instruments. Finally, proposals should be consistent with the relevant EC Country Strategies and other EC-funded activities in the region.

Location

· A list of partner countries and territories eligible for financing is attached in Appendix I.

· Proposals have no geographical restriction and can range from local to global coverage, unless otherwise specified in the description of the sub-themes of Priority 2 and 5 (e.g. the FLEGT sub-theme and Sustainable Energy area include a focus). 

· In case of re-granting, the small sub-grants should focus on local activities with local organisations in a specific eligible developing country or in adjacent eligible developing countries in the case of cross-border actions. 

Types of action

· The main sub-theme / area of the proposed action should be clearly indicated (while fully respecting the allowed size of the grant indicated under section 1.3).  



· The ENRTP programme supports development actions. Research may not be a major component of the proposed action. Only actions whose immediate objective is non-commercial are eligible. Under no circumstances may a grant provided under this programme give rise to profit, neither for the beneficiary nor for partners, i.e. it must be restricted to the amount required to balance income and expenditure for the action.

· Proposed actions should contain relevant added-value elements, such as promoting gender equality, equal opportunities, etc. (see the evaluation grid of the full application (criterion 2.1, under step 4 of 2.3 below).


Monitoring and Evaluation

Applications (full application form) should include planning, human resources and budget for the monitoring and evaluation systems of the proposed action. 

Re-granting 

In order to support the achievement of the objectives of the action, and in particular where the implementation of the action proposed by the applicant requires financial support to be given to third parties, the applicant may propose awarding sub-grants. 

Any such re-granting must be duly justified. The applicant must indicate in the proposal (Full Application Form) the exact amount to be awarded in the form of re-granting as well as specifying the minimum and maximum amounts that may be allocated to third parties. In addition, the applicant must specify the criteria to be used to select the beneficiary third parties and to determine the exact amount to be awarded and include a fixed list of the different types of activity that may receive such financial support. The afore-mentioned elements will be included in the grant contract and, for each activity assigned in this manner, a specific narrative and financial report annexed to the grant contract activity reports will be required.

The maximum amount is limited to EUR 10,000 per third party of the sub-grant while the total amount which can be awarded as sub-grants to third parties is limited to EUR 100,000. 

In no circumstances may re-granting be the principal activity of the proposed action. 

The list containing the types of activities which may be eligible for sub-grants under this Call for Proposals have to be submitted by the applicant together with the submission of its proposal.
The following types of action are ineligible:

· actions concerned only or mainly with individual sponsorships for participation in workshops, seminars, conferences, congresses;

· actions concerned only or mainly with individual scholarships for studies or training courses;

· actions supporting political parties;

· actions including proselytism;

· one-off conferences: conferences can only be founded if they form part of a wider range of activities to be implemented in the life-time of the action. For these purposes, preparatory activities for a conference and the publication of the proceedings of the conference do not, in themselves, constitute such "wider activities";

· actions concerned solely or mainly with provision of supplies and/or works (buildings, infrastructure);

· actions concerned solely or mainly with research activities;

Number of proposals and grants per applicant

An applicant may not be awarded more than 1 grant per sub-theme / area under this Call for Proposals.
The following rule applies to the sub-themes on Forests, Climate Change, Biodiversity and Desertification of Priority 2 only: Considering that a number of direct agreements are envisaged with international organisations under the ENRTP, the numbers of grants awarded under the present call for proposals with international organisations will not exceed one-fifth of all awarded grants per relevant sub-theme. 

There is no restriction on the number of proposals in which an organisation may be included as a partner or associate.

2.1.4
Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant

Only "eligible costs" can be taken into account for a grant, (the categories of costs considered as eligible and non-eligible are indicated below). The budget is therefore both a cost estimate and a ceiling for "eligible costs". The eligible costs must be based on real costs based on supporting documents (except for subsistence costs and indirect costs where flat-rate funding applies).
Recommendations to award a grant are always subject to the condition that the checking process which precedes the signing of the contract does not reveal problems requiring changes to the budget (for instance arithmetical errors, inaccuracies or unrealistic costs and other ineligible costs). The checks may give rise to requests for clarification and may lead the Contracting Authority to impose modifications or reductions to address such mistakes or inaccuracies. The amount of the grant and the percentage of co-financing as a result of these corrections may not be increased in any case. 
It is therefore in the applicant's interest to provide a realistic and cost-effective budget.

Eligible direct costs

To be eligible under the Call for Proposals, costs must comply with provisions of article 14 of the General Conditions to the Standard Grant Contract (see Annex F on the last page of the present guidelines).
Contingency reserve

A contingency reserve not exceeding 5% of the direct eligible costs of the action may be included in the Budget of the Action. It can only be used with the prior written authorisation of the Contracting Authority.

Eligible indirect costs (overheads)

A lump sum representing between 0 and 7% of the total amount of eligible costs of the action may be claimed as indirect costs to cover the administrative overheads incurred by the beneficiary for the action. This lump sum should correspond to an approximate estimate of these costs by the beneficiary.

Applicants who claim indirect costs must specify the type of administrative overheads that are generated by implementing the action and are not covered by the detailed budget, so as to demonstrate that these costs do not overlap with any of the budgeted items, nor do they cross-subsidise other actions concurrently undertaken by the beneficiary. The relevant information and justification shall be provided in Annex B, after the detailed budget presentation.

Indirect costs are ineligible if the beneficiary receives in other respects an operating grant from the European Commission.

Contributions in kind 
Contributions in kind do not represent actual expenditure and are not eligible costs. Contributions in kind may not be treated as co-financing by the beneficiary.

The cost of staff assigned to the action is not a contribution in kind and may be considered as co-financing in the Budget of the action when paid by the beneficiary or partners.

Notwithstanding the above, if the description of the action as proposed by the beneficiary foresees the contributions in kind, such contributions have to be listed separately in Annex B and must be provided.
The Contracting Authority may accept co-financing in kind, if considered necessary or appropriate. In such cases, the value of such contributions must not exceed:

a) either the costs actually borne and duly supported by accounting documents;

b) or the costs generally accepted on the concerned market of reference.

Contributions involving real estate shall be excluded from the calculation of the amount of co-financing.

If co-financing in kind is proposed, they have to be included in Annex B (worksheet 2) to the Guidelines for Grant Applicants related to the expected sources of funding for the action.

Ineligible costs

The following costs are not eligible:

· debts and provisions for losses or debts;

· interest owed;
· items already financed in another framework;

· purchases of land or buildings, except where necessary for the direct implementation of the action, in which case ownership must be transferred to the final beneficiaries and/or local partners, at the latest by the end of the action;

· currency exchange losses;
· taxes, including VAT, unless the Beneficiary (or the Beneficiary’s partners) cannot reclaim them and the applicable regulations do not forbid coverage of taxes;
· credits to third parties.
2.2
How to apply and the procedures to follow

Prior registration in the PADOR system (Potential Applicant Data On-Line Registration)
 is not obligatory under this Call for Proposals. Nevertheless, all organisations that wish and have the possibility both to register and to upload all required supporting documents for this Call for Proposals (see section 2.4) are strongly invited to do so. 

All questions related to the registration in PADOR should be addressed to the PADOR help desk: 

europeaid-on-line-registration-hd@ec.europa.eu

2.2.1
Concept Note content 

Applications must be submitted in accordance with the guidance on the Concept Note included in the Grant Application Form annexed to these Guidelines (Annex A, Part A) taking care to use the correct application documents for this Call (to be downloaded from the EuropeAid website at 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl ). Any Concept Note using the format relating to any other Call may be rejected.

The applications must be submitted in one of the following Community languages: English, French, Spanish or Portuguese, whichever is commonly used in the country of origin of the target population.
In the Concept Note, the applicants must only provide an estimate of the total eligible costs of the action together with the amount of contribution and percentage requested from the Contracting Authority. Only the applicants invited to submit a full proposal in the second phase will be required to present a detailed budget. This detailed budget may not vary from the initial estimate by more than 20%. The applicant is free to adapt the percentage of co-financing required as long as the minimum and maximum amount of co-financing, as laid down in the present Guidelines, is respected (see section 1.3). 
Any error or major discrepancy related to the points listed in the guidance on the Concept Note may lead to the rejection of the Concept Note.

Clarifications will only be requested when information provided is unclear, thus preventing the Contracting Authority from conducting an objective assessment. 
Hand-written Concept Notes will be rejected. 

The Concept Note together with the Checklist for the Concept Note (Part A, section II of the Grant Application Form) and the "Declaration by the applicant for the Concept Note" (Part A, section III of the Grant Application Form) must be submitted in one paper original in A4 format.
Concept Notes must be submitted as well in electronic format (CD-Rom). The electronic version must be identical to the submitted paper version. For your information: In principle will the electronic format be used during the evaluation process.
Only the Concept Note form will be evaluated. It is therefore of utmost importance that this document contains ALL relevant information concerning the action. No additional annexes should be sent. 

2.2.2
Where and how to send Concept Notes

Concept Notes must be submitted in a sealed envelope by registered mail with delivery confirmation, private courier service or by hand-delivery at the address below (a signed and dated acknowledgement of receipt will be given by the Contracting Authority).
Postal address

European Commission

EuropeAid Co-operation Office

Unit F4 Finance, Contracts and Audit for Thematic Budget Lines 

Call for Proposals Sector
Attn. Ms Pascale Noël 
Office L-41 03/138

B-1049 Brussels, Belgium 

Address for hand-delivery or by private courier service

European Commission

EuropeAid Co-operation Office

Unit F4 Finance, Contracts and Audit for Thematic Budget Lines 
Call for Proposals Sector
Attn. Ms Pascale Noël 
Office L-41 03/138

Central Mail Service

Avenue du Bourget 1

B-1140 Brussels (Evère), Belgium 

Concept Notes sent by any other means (e.g. by fax or by e-mail) or delivered to other addresses will be rejected. 

Where an applicant sends several different Concept Notes (if allowed to do so by the Guidelines of the Call), each one must be sent separately.

The outer envelope must bear the reference and the title of the Call for Proposals, the full name and address of the applicant, and the words "Not to be opened before the opening session".
Applicants must verify that their Concept Note is complete using the Checklist for Concept Note (Part A, section II of the Grant Application Form). Incomplete Concept Notes may be rejected.

2.2.3
Deadline for submission of the Concept Notes 

The deadline for the submission of Concept Notes is 21 February 2008 (date at place of dispatch) as evidenced by the postmark or the date of the deposit slip. In the case of hand-deliveries, the deadline for receipt is 21 February 2008 at 16.00h (Brussels date and time) as evidenced by the Contracting Authority's signed and dated acknowledgement of receipt given to the bearer. Any Concept Note sent after the deadline or, in the case of hand-deliveries, received after the stipulated time will be rejected.

Any Concept Note received by the Contracting Authority on or after the effective date of completion of the evaluation of the Concept Notes (see indicative calendar under section 2.5.2) will be treated as having been submitted after the deadline and, therefore, rejected.

The applicant is solely responsible for the choice of means of expedition amongst those indicated in section 2.2.2 and for following-up the delivery in accordance with the stipulations of the present section.

If the applicant does not receive the results of the Opening and Administrative Check within 15 days of the date set for completion of this step in the indicative calendar under section 2.5.2 below, a message to this effect should be sent to the Contracting Authority via the e-mail address indicated under the following section 2.2.4. This message should include a legible copy of the signed and dated proof of sending as well as the Contracting Authority's acknowledgement of receipt.

2.2.4
Further information for Concept Note
Questions (except those related to registration in PADOR) may be sent by e-mail no later than 21 days before the deadline for the submission of Concept Notes to the below address, indicating clearly the reference of the Call for Proposals:

E-mail address: EuropeAid-ENRTP-2007@ec.europa.eu
Replies will be given no later than 11 days before the deadline for the submission of Concept Notes. 

In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific activities.

Questions that may be relevant to other applicants, together with the answers, will be published on the Internet at the EuropeAid website: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl
All questions related to PADOR registration should be addressed to the PADOR help desk: 

europeaid-on-line-registration-hd@ec.europa.eu
After the deadline for submission of Concept Notes, the above-mentioned e-mail address can only be used by applicants for the purpose specified in section 2.2.3 or by the Contracting Authority to initiate correspondence regarding any requests for clarification that may be required. No individual replies to queries with regard to the status of the selection procedure can be given via this mailbox although an updated automatic reply providing the current status of the evaluation procedure will be generated on receipt of all messages sent to this mailbox.

2.2.5
Full Application Form 

Applicants invited to submit a Full Application Form following the pre-selection of the Concept Note must do so by using the application documents annexed to the present Guidelines: (Annex A, Part B - Full Application Form, Annex B-Budget and Annex C-Logical Framework). These are to be downloaded from the EuropeAid website at the address indicated in section 2.2.1. Applicants should keep strictly to the format of the application form and fill in the paragraphs and pages in order taking care to use the correct application documents for this Call. Applications submitted on application documents relating to any other call may be rejected.

Budgetary information concerning the action should be provided using round figures and be presented only in the Budget (Annex B); they should not appear in the Full Application Form (Annex A, Part B, Point 1.3).

The elements contained in the Concept Note cannot be modified in the Full Application Form. 

The detailed budget (provided with round figures) may not vary from the initial estimate indicated in the Concept Note by more than 20%. The applicant is free to adapt the percentage of co-financing required as long as the minimum and maximum amount of co-financing, as laid down in the present Guidelines (see section 1.3), is respected.

Applicants must submit their applications in the same language as their Concept Note.

The Full Application Form should be completed carefully and as clearly as possible to facilitate the evaluation. The reference number allocated to the Concept Note should appear on the cover page of the Full Application Form. 
Any error related to the points listed in the Checklist (Part B, section V of the Grant Application Form) or any major inconsistency in the Full Application Form may lead to the rejection of the application. 
Clarifications will only be requested when information provided is unclear, thus preventing the Contracting Authority from conducting an objective assessment.
Hand-written applications will be rejected.
The Full Application Form, the Budget and the Logical Framework must be submitted in one paper original in A4 size, as well as in electronic format (CD-Rom). The electronic version must be identical to the submitted paper version. Each component of the application (Full Application Form, Budget and Logical Framework) must be submitted in a single, separate electronic file (for example, the Full Application Form must not be split into several different electronic files) and should not contain coloured or high resolution graphs, images or diagrams. For your information: In principle will the electronic format be used during the evaluation process.
Only the Full Application Form and the published annexes which must be filled in (Budget, Logical Framework) will be evaluated. It is therefore of utmost importance that these documents contain ALL relevant information concerning the action. No supplementary annexes should be sent.

2.2.6
Where and how to send the Full Application Form

Full Application Form must be submitted in a sealed envelope by registered mail with delivery confirmation, private courier service or by hand-delivery at the address below (a signed and dated acknowledgement of receipt will be given by the Contracting Authority).
Postal address

European Commission

EuropeAid Co-operation Office

Unit F4 Finance, Contracts and Audit for Thematic Budget Lines 

Call for Proposals Sector
Attn. Ms Pascale Noël 
Office L-41 03/138

B-1049 Brussels, Belgium 

Address for hand-delivery or by private courier service

European Commission

EuropeAid Co-operation Office

Unit F4 Finance, Contracts and Audit for Thematic Budget Lines 
Call for Proposals Sector
Attn. Ms Pascale Noël
Office L-41 03/138

Central Mail Service

Avenue du Bourget 1

B-1140 Brussels (Evère), Belgium 

Full Application Forms sent by any other means (e.g. by fax or by e-mail) or delivered to other addresses will be rejected.

The Checklist (Part B, Section V of the Grant Application Form) and the Declaration by the applicant (Part B, Section VI of the Grant Application Form) must be stapled separately and enclosed in the envelope.

Where an applicant sends several different Full Application Forms (if allowed to do so by the Guidelines of the Call), each one must be sent separately.

The outer envelope must bear the reference and the title of the Call for Proposals,  the reference number allocated to the Concept Note, the full name and address of the applicant, and the words "Not to be opened before the opening session". 
Applicants must verify that their application is complete using the Checklist (part B, section V of the Grant Application Form). Incomplete applications may be rejected.

2.2.7
Deadline for submission of the Full Application Form
The deadline for submission of the Full Application Forms will be indicated in the letter sent to the pre-selected applicants. Submission within the deadline will be evidenced by the postmark or the date of the deposit slip. The deadline for reception of Full Application Forms in the case of hand-deliveries will also be indicated in the above-mentioned letter. In this case, reception within the deadline will be evidenced by the signed and dated acknowledgement of receipt given to the bearer by the Contracting Authority. 
Any Full Application Form sent after the deadline or, in the case of hand-deliveries, received after the stipulated time will be rejected.
The Applicant is solely responsible for the choice of means of expedition amongst those indicated in section 2.2.6 and for following-up the delivery in accordance with the stipulations of the present section.

If the Applicant does not receive the results of the Opening and Administrative Check of the Full Application Form within 15 days of the date set for completion of this step in the indicative calendar under section 2.5.2 below, a message to this effect should be sent to the Contracting Authority via the e-mail address indicated under the following section 2.2.8. This message should include a legible copy of the signed and dated proof of sending as well as the Contracting Authority's acknowledgement of receipt.

Any Full Application Form received by the Contracting Authority on or after the effective date of completion of the evaluation of the Full Application Forms (see indicative calendar under section 2.5.2) will be treated as having been submitted after the deadline and, therefore, rejected. 

2.2.8
Further information for the Full Application Form
Questions concerning the Full Application Forms (except those related to registration in PADOR) may be sent by e-mail no later than 21 days before the deadline for the submission of applications to the below address, indicating clearly the reference of the Call for Proposals:

E-mail address: EuropeAid-ENRTP-2007@ec.europa.eu
Replies will be given no later than 11 days before the deadline for the submission of Full Application Forms.

In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific activities.

Questions that may be relevant to other applicants, together with the answers, will be published on the Internet at the EuropeAid website: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl
All questions related to PADOR registration should be addressed to the PADOR help desk: 

europeaid-on-line-registration-hd@ec.europa.eu
After the deadline for submission of Full Application Forms, the above-mentioned e-mail address can only be used by applicants for the purpose specified in section 2.2.7 or by the Contracting Authority to initiate correspondence regarding any requests for clarification that may be required. No individual replies to queries with regard to the status of the selection procedure can be given via this mailbox although an updated automatic reply providing the current status of the evaluation procedure will be generated on receipt of all messages sent to this mailbox.

2.3
Evaluation and selection of applications
Applications will be examined and evaluated by the Contracting Authority according to the following steps and criteria.

If at any stage in the evaluation process any component of the application (the applicant, a partner or the action) is identified as not fulfilling the eligibility criteria specified in the sections 2.1.1, 2.1.2 and 2.1.3 of the present guidelines, the application may be rejected on this sole basis. 

(1)  STEP 1: OPENING SESSION AND ADMINISTRATIVE CHECK
The following will be assessed:
· 
The deadline has been respected. If the deadline has not been respected the proposal will automatically be rejected.
· 
The Concept Note satisfies all the criteria mentioned in the Checklist of part A, section II of the Grant Application Form. If any of the requested information is missing or is incorrect, the proposal may be rejected on that sole basis and the proposal will not be evaluated further.
Following the opening session and the administrative check of the Concept Notes, the Contracting Authority will send a letter to all applicants, indicating whether their Concept Note was submitted prior to the deadline, informing them of the reference number allocated to it, whether all the criteria mentioned in the Checklist have been met and whether their Concept Note has been recommended for evaluation.  
(2) STEP 2: EVALUATION OF THE CONCEPT NOTE

The evaluation of the Concept Notes that have passed the first administrative check will cover the relevance of the action, its merits and effectiveness, its viability and sustainability. The Contracting Authority reserves the right not to undertake the evaluation of the Concept Notes whenever considered justified (for example when less than expected number of Concept Notes are received) and to directly invite the applicants to submit Full Application Forms.

The scores awarded to the Concept Note are completely separate from those that may be given to the Full Application. 

The Concept Note will be given an overall score out of 50 points in accordance with the breakdown provided in the Evaluation Grid below. The evaluation shall also verify the compliance with instructions provided in the guidance for Concept Note, part A of the Grant Application Form.

The evaluation criteria are divided into headings and subheadings. Each subheading will be given a score between 1 and 5 in accordance with the following assessment categories: 1 = very poor; 2 = poor; 3 = adequate; 4 = good; 5 = very good.

	
	Scores

	1. Relevance of the action
	Sub-score
	20

	1.1 Relevance of the problems to needs and constraints of the country/region and/or the ecosystem to be addressed in general,  and to those of the target groups and final beneficiaries in particular

1.2  Relevance to the priorities and objectives mentioned in the Guidelines 
	5(x2)*
	

	
	5(x2)*
	

	2. Effectiveness and Feasibility of the action
	Sub-score
	15

	2.1  Assessment of the problem identification and analysis

2.2 Assessment of the proposed activities (practicality and consistency in relation to the objectives, purpose and expected results).

2.3 Assessment of the role and involvement of all stakeholders and proposed partners.
	5
	

	
	5
	

	
	5
	

	3. Sustainability of the action
	Sub-score
	15

	3.1 Assessment of the identification of the main assumptions and risks, before the start up and throughout the implementation period.

3.2 Assessment of the identification of long-term sustainable impact on the target groups, final beneficiaries and/or ecosystems.
	5
	

	
	5(x2)*
	

	TOTAL SCORE
	
	50


*the scores are multiplied by 2 because of their importance

Once all Concept Notes have been assessed, a list will be established with the proposed actions ranked according to their total score. 

Firstly, only the Concept Notes which have been given a score of a minimum of 15 points in the category "Relevance" as well as a minimum total score of 30 points will be considered for pre-selection. 

Secondly, the list of Concept Notes will be reduced in accordance to the ranking to those whose sum of requested contributions amounts to at least twice the available budget for this Call for Proposals. The preselected applicants will subsequently be invited to submit Full Application Forms. 

(3)
STEP 3: OPENING SESSION AND ADMINISTRATIVE CHECK OF THE FULL APPLICATION FORM

The following will be assessed:

· 
The deadline has been respected. If the deadline has not been respected the proposal will automatically be rejected.
· 
The Full Application Form satisfies all the criteria mentioned in the Checklist (Section V, Part B of the Grant Application Form). If any of the requested information is missing or is incorrect, the proposal may be rejected on that sole basis and the proposal will not be evaluated further.

Following the opening session and the administrative check of the Full Application Forms, the Contracting Authority will send a letter to all applicants, indicating whether their application was submitted prior to the deadline, whether their application has satisfied all the criteria mentioned in the Checklist and whether their application has been recommended for evaluation. 
(4)
STEP 4: EVALUATION OF THE FULL APPLICATION FORM

An evaluation of the quality of the proposals, including the proposed budget, and of the capacity of the applicant and the partners, will be carried out in accordance with the evaluation criteria set out in the Evaluation Grid included below. There are two types of evaluation criteria: selection and award criteria.

The selection criteria are intended to help evaluate the applicants' financial and operational capacity to ensure that they:

· have stable and sufficient sources of finance to maintain their activity throughout the period during which the action is being carried out and, where appropriate, to participate in its funding;

· have the management capacity, professional competencies and qualifications required to successfully complete the proposed action. This also applies to any partners of the applicant.

The award criteria allow the quality of the proposals submitted to be evaluated in relation to the set objectives and priorities, and grants to be awarded to actions which maximise the overall effectiveness of the Call for Proposals. They enable the selection of proposals which the Contracting Authority can be confident will comply with its objectives and priorities and guarantee the visibility of the Community financing. They cover such aspects as the relevance of the action, its consistency with the objectives of the Call for Proposals, quality, expected impact, sustainability and cost-effectiveness.

Scoring:

The evaluation criteria are divided into sections and subsections. Each subsection will be given a score between 1 and 5 in accordance with the following guidelines: 1 = very poor; 2 = poor; 3 = adequate; 4 = good; 5 = very good. 

Evaluation Grid

	Section
	Maximum Score

	1. Financial and operational capacity
	20

	1.1 Do the applicant and partners have sufficient experience of project management? 
	5

	1.2 Do the applicant and partners have sufficient technical expertise related to the sub-themes/ areas of the call for proposals? (notably knowledge of the issues to be addressed)
	5

	1.3 Do the applicant and partners have sufficient management capacity? 
(including staff, equipment and ability to handle the budget for the action)
	5

	1.4 Does the applicant have stable and sufficient sources of finance?
	5

	2. Relevance
	25

	2.1 How relevant is the proposal to the objectives and one or more of the priorities of the specific sub-theme(s) / area of the Call for Proposals that is(are) addressed? 
Note: A score of 5 (very good) will only be allocated if the proposal specifically addresses at least one priority.


Note: A score of 5 (very good) will only be allocated if the proposal contains specific added-value elements, such as promotion of gender equality and equal opportunities.
	5 x 2

	2.2 How relevant to the particular needs and constraints of the target country/countries, region(s) and/or relevant ecosystem(s) is the proposal? (including synergy with other EC initiatives and avoidance of duplication)
	5

	2.3 How clearly defined and strategically chosen are those involved (final beneficiaries, target groups)? Have their needs been clearly defined and does the proposal address them appropriately?
	5 x 2

	3. Methodology
	25

	3.1 Are the activities proposed appropriate, practical, and consistent with the objectives and expected results?
	5 x 2

	3.2 How coherent is the overall design of the action? 
(in particular, does it reflect the analysis of the problems involved, take into account external factors and anticipate an evaluation?)
	5 

	3.3 Is the action plan clear and feasible?
	5

	3.4 Does the proposal contain realistic objectively verifiable indicators and their sources of verification for the outcome of the action?
	5


	4. Sustainability
	20

	4.1 Is the action likely to have a tangible impact on its target groups?
	5

	4.2 Is the proposal likely to have multiplier effects? (including scope for replication and extension of the outcome of the action and dissemination of information)
	5

	4.3 Are the expected results of the proposed action sustainable:

- financially (how will the activities be financed after the funding ends?)
- institutionally (will structures allowing the activities to continue be in place at the end of the action? Will there be local “ownership” of the results of the action?)
- at policy level (where applicable) (what will be the structural impact of the action — e.g. will it lead to improved legislation, codes of conduct, methods, etc?)?
	5 x 2


	5. Budget and cost-effectiveness
	10

	5.1 Is the ratio between the estimated costs and the expected results satisfactory?
	5

	5.2 Is the proposed expenditure appropriate for the implementation of the action?
	5

	Maximum total score
	100


Note on Section 1. Financial and operational capacity

If the total average score is less than 12 points for section 1, the proposal will be rejected.
Note on Section 2. Relevance

If the total average score is less than 20 points for section 2, the proposal will be rejected.
Provisional selection

Following the evaluation, a table listing the proposals ranked according to their score and within the available financial envelope will be established as well as a reserve list following the same criteria.

Note: The scores awarded in this phase are completely separate from those given to the Concept Note of the same application.

(5) STEP 5: VERIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY OF THE APPLICANT AND PARTNERS

The eligibility verification, based on the supporting documents requested by the Contracting Authority (see section 2.4) will only be performed for the proposals that have been provisionally selected according to their score and within the available financial envelope. 
· The Declaration by the applicant (Part B, Section VI of the Grant Application Form) will be cross-checked with the supporting documents provided by the applicant. Any missing supporting document or any incoherence between the Declaration by the applicant and the supporting documents may lead to the rejection of the proposal on that sole basis. 

· The eligibility of the applicant, the partners, and the action will be verified according to the criteria set out in sections 2.1.1, 2.1.2 and 2.1.3.

Following the above analysis and if necessary, any rejected proposal will be replaced by the next best placed proposal in the reserve list that falls within the available financial envelope, which will then be examined for the eligibility of its applicant and the partners.
2.4
Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected proposals 

Applicants who have been provisionally selected or listed under the reserve list will be informed in writing by the Contracting Authority. They will be requested to supply the supporting documents listed below in order to allow the Contracting Authority to verify the eligibility of the applicants and their partners. 

Registration in PADOR is not obligatory: 

Supporting documents must be supplied for the applicant as well as for each partner by using one or other of the following methods:

a) either register (or already be registered) in the PADOR system and upload all required supporting documents for this Call for Proposals. The applicant organisation must communicate to the Contracting Authority its EuropeAid ID number (assigned upon registration), as well as that of any partner organisation. The deadline for this communication will be indicated in the request for supporting documents mentioned above.

b) or not be registered in PADOR. In this case, the applicant must send all required supporting documents for this Call for Proposals choosing means of expedition amongst those indicated in section 2.2.2 within the deadline and to the address indicated in the request for supporting documents mentioned above.

Required supporting documents:

1. The statutes or articles of association of the applicant organisation and of each partner organisation
. 

This obligation does not apply to international organisations which have signed a framework agreement with the European Commission. A list of the relevant framework agreements is available at the following address: 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/international_organisations/index_en.htm
2. Where the grant requested exceeds EUR 500,000 (EUR 100,000 for an operating grant), an external audit report produced by an approved auditor, certifying the accounts for the last financial year available.

This obligation does not apply to international organisations.

This obligation does not apply to public bodies.

This obligation does not apply to secondary and higher education establishments.

3. Copy of the applicant’s latest accounts (the profit and loss account and the balance sheet for the previous financial year for which the accounts have been closed)
.


4. Legal entity sheet (see annex D on the last page of the present guidelines) duly completed and signed by the applicant, accompanied by the justifying documents which are requested therein. If the applicant has already signed a contract with the Contracting Authority, instead of the legal entity sheet and its supporting documents the legal entity number may be provided, unless a change in its legal status occurred in the meantime. 

The requested supporting documents must be supplied in the form of originals, photocopies or scanned versions (i.e. showing legible stamps, signatures and dates) of the said originals. However, the Legal entity sheet must always be submitted in original.

Where such documents are not in one of the official languages of the European Union or in the language of the country where the action is implemented, a translation into one of the languages of the Call for Proposals (see section 2.2.1) of the relevant parts of these documents, proving the applicant’s eligibility, must be attached and will prevail for the purpose of analysing the proposal.

Where these documents are in an official language of the European Union other than one of the languages of the Call for Proposals, it is strongly recommended, in order to facilitate the evaluation, to provide a translation of the relevant parts of the documents, proving the applicant’s eligibility, into one of the languages of the Call for Proposals.

If the above-mentioned documents are not provided before the deadline indicated in the request for supporting documents sent to the applicant by the Contracting Authority the application may be rejected. 

Based on the verification of the supporting documents, the Contracting Authority will prepare the final list of the grants to be awarded under this Call for Proposals. 

2.5 
Notification of the Contracting Authority’s decision
2.5.1 Content of the decision

Applicants will be informed in writing of the Contracting Authority’s decision concerning their application and, where applicable, the principal reason(s) for a negative decision. 

Applicants who were unsuccessful at the Opening and Administrative Check stage of the procedure (Step 1 and Step 3) or at the Eligibility check stage (Step 5) wishing to obtain further information should send their request by letter, indicating the reference of the Call for Proposals and the reference allocated to the proposal, to:

European Commission   

EuropeAid Co-operation Office

Unit F4 Finance, Contracts and Audit for Thematic Budget Lines 

Attn. Head of the Calls for Proposals Sector       

Office L-41 03/138        

B-1049 Brussels

Belgium

Applicants who were unsuccessful at the technical evaluation stage of the procedure (Step 2 or Step 4) wishing to obtain further information should send their request, indicating the reference of the Call for Proposals and the reference allocated to the proposal, to:

European Commission   

EuropeAid Co-operation Office

Unit F3 – Central Management of Thematic Budget Lines                       

Attn. Head of Sector "Environment "             

Office L-41 02/13
B-1049 Brussels

Belgium

The request for further information should be sent to the Contracting Authority no later than 90 days from the date of receipt of the letter informing the applicants about the negative decision concerning their application.

The Contracting Authority must reply within 90 days of receipt of the request for information.

Thereafter, applicants believing that there has been an error or irregularity during the award process may send a petition no later than 90 days from the date of receipt of the above-mentioned reply from the Contracting Authority, to the following address:

European Commission   

EuropeAid Co-operation Office

Directorate F - Thematic Operations 

Attn. The Director

Office L-41 06/94          

B-1049 Brussels

Belgium
The Contracting Authority must reply within 90 days of receipt of the said petition.

Lastly, the applicant may have recourse to procedures established under Community legislation. European citizens or residents, including legal entities with a registered office in the European Union, also have the right to complain to the European Ombudsman, who investigates complaints of maladministration by the European Community Institutions.

2.5.2 Indicative time table 
The dates and times indicated in the table below refer to the Brussels dates and times with the exception of the submission date for Concept Notes and Full Application Forms which may be the date of the place of dispatch (see section 2.2.3).

	
	DATE
	TIME (for hand-delivery)

	Deadline for sending questions to the functional mailbox of the Call for Proposals (see section 2.2.4) 
	31 January 2008
	-

	Deadline for the Contracting Authority to reply to questions mentioned above
	8 February 2008
	-

	Deadline for submission of Concept Notes 
	21 February 2008
	16.00h Brussels, Belgium

	Notification of results of the opening & administrative check  of the Concept Notes (Step 1)
	end of March 2008
	-

	End of the evaluation of the Concept Notes 
	15 April 2008
	-

	Notification of results of the evaluation of the Concept Notes (Step 2)/ Invitations for submission of the Full Application Forms 
	end of April 2008
	-

	Deadline for submission of the Full Application Forms  
	mid June 2008
	-

	Notification of results of the opening & administrative check  of the Full Application Forms (Step 3)
	mid July 2008
	-

	End of the evaluation of the Full Application Forms
	25 July 2008
	

	Notification of results of the evaluation of the Full Application Forms  (Step 4)
	August 2008
	-

	Notification of award (after Step 5 - the eligibility check)
	end of September 2008
	-

	Contract signature
	A part end of 2008 and another part first half 2009
	-


2.6
Conditions applicable to implementation of the action following the Contracting Authority's decision to award a grant

Following the decision to award a grant, the Beneficiary will be offered a contract based on the Contracting Authority's standard contract (see Annex F on the last page of the present guidelines). By signing the Application Form (Annex A), the applicant declares accepting, in case where it is awarded a grant, the Contractual conditions as laid down in the Standard Contract.  
If the successful applicant is an international organisation, the model Contribution Agreement with an international organisation or any other contract template agreed between the international organisation concerned and the Contracting Authority will be used instead of the standard grant contract provided that the international organisation in question offers the guarantees provided for in article 53d (1) of the Financial Regulation, as described in Chapter 7 of the Practical Guide to contract procedures for EC external actions.

Implementation contracts

Where implementation of the action requires the Beneficiary to award procurement contracts, it must award the contract to the tenderer offering the best value for money, that is to say, the best price-quality ratio, in compliance with the principles of transparency and equal treatment for potential contractors, care being taken to avoid any conflict of interests. To this end, the Beneficiary must follow the procedures set out in Annex IV to the contract.

3.
LIST OF annexes

DOCUMENTS TO BE COMPLETED
Annex A: Grant Application Form (Word format) 

Annex B: Budget (Excel format)

Annex C: Logical Framework (Excel format) 
Annex D:  Legal Entity  Sheet (Excel format)
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/grants/annexes_standard_documents/index_en.htm

DOCUMENTS FOR INFORMATION
Annex E: Financial identification form

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/grants/annexes_standard_documents/index_en.htm

Annex F: Standard Contract (Word format) 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/grants/annexes_standard_documents/index_en.htm

Annex G: Daily allowance rates (Per diem)
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/per_diems/index_en.htm

Annex h: Standard Contribution agreement, applicable in case where the beneficiary is an International organisation

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/international_organisations/annexes_standard_documents/index_en.htm


Appendix I: List of eligible partner countries and territories

Afghanistan

Algeria

Angola

Anguilla

Antarctic 

Antigua and Barbuda

Argentina

Armenia

Aruba 

Azerbaijan

Bahamas 

Bangladesh

Barbados

Belarus

Belize

Benin

Bhutan

Bolivia

Botswana

Brazil

British Indian Ocean Territory 

British Virgin Islands 

Burkina Faso

Burundi

Cambodia

Cameroon

Cape Verde

Cayman Islands 

Central African Republic

Chad

Chile

China

Colombia

Comoro Islands

Congo, Dem. Rep.

Congo, Rep.

Cook Islands

Costa Rica

Cuba

Djibouti

Dominica

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador

Equatorial Guinea

Eritrea

Ethiopia

Falkland Islands (Malvinas) 

Fiji

French Polynesia 

French Southern Territories 

Gabon

Gambia

Georgia

Ghana

Greenland 

Grenada

Guatemala

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Guyana

Haiti

Honduras

India

Indonesia

Iran

Iraq

Israel

Ivory Coast

Jamaica

Jordan

Kazakhstan

Kenya

Kiribati

Korea, Dem. Rep.

Kyrgyz Rep.

Laos

Lebanon

Lesotho

Liberia

Libya

Madagascar

Malawi

Malaysia

Maldives

Mali

Marshall Islands

Mauritania

Mauritius

Mayotte

Mexico

Micronesia, Fed. States

Moldova

Mongolia

Montserrat

Morocco

Mozambique

Myanmar

Namibia

Nauru

Nepal

Netherlands Antilles 

New Caledonia 

Nicaragua

Niger

Nigeria

Niue

Occupied Palestinian territory

Oman

Pakistan

Palau

Panama

Papua New Guinea

Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Pitcairn

Russian Federation

Rwanda

Saint Helena

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon 

Samoa

Sao Tome and Principe

Saudi Arabia

Senegal

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

Solomon Islands

Somalia

South Africa

South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands 

Sri Lanka

Sudan

Suriname

Swaziland

Syria

Tajikistan

Tanzania

Thailand

Timor-Leste

Togo

Tonga

Trinidad and Tobago

Tunisia

Turkmenistan

Turks and Caicos Islands

Tuvalu

Uganda

Ukraine

Uruguay

Uzbekistan

Vanuatu

Venezuela

Viet Nam

Wallis and Futuna Islands

Yemen

Zambia

Zimbabwe
�   	� HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/environment/documents/dci_legal_basis_en.pdf" ��http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/environment/documents/dci_legal_basis_en.pdf� 


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/environment/documents/multi_annual_programme_enrtp_en.pdf" ��http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/environment/documents/multi_annual_programme_enrtp_en.pdf�


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/sustainable/sds2006/index_en.htm" ��See European Council Conclusions of  June 2006 on COM(2005)658�


�	Joint Statement of 22 November 2005 agreed by the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission 


�	Decision 1600/2002/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council


� 	Joint paper European Commission, High Representative for common foreign and security policy, "An external policy to serve Europe's energy interests – facing external energy risks", European Council, 15-16 June 2006


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/environment/working-documents_en.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/environment/working-documents_en.htm�


� 	COM (2203) 251


� 	Council document 15164/04.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/future_action.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/future_action.htm�


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.ec.europa.eu/budget/documents/implement_control_en.htm" ��http://www.ec.europa.eu/budget/documents/implement_control_en.htm�


� 	Subject to the prior approval of the relevant services of the European Commission, grant applications may be eligible if submitted by entities which do not have legal personality under the applicable national law, provided that their representatives have the capacity to undertake legal obligations on their behalf, and assume financial liability. 


� 	Commission Regulation No 2342/2002, as amended by Commission Regulation No 478/2007: international organisations are international public sector organisations set up by intergovernmental agreements, and specialised agencies set up by such organisations; the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the International Federation of National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies are also recognised as international organisations. (� HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/budget/documents/implement_control_en.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/budget/documents/implement_control_en.htm�).	


� 	Such nationality being determined on the basis of the organisation's statutes which should demonstrate that it has been established by an instrument governed by the internal law of the country concerned.  In this respect, any legal entity whose statutes have been established in another country cannot be considered an eligible local organisation, even if they are registered locally or accompanied by a “Memorandum of Understanding”.


� 	ENRTP   � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/environment/working-documents_en.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/environment/working-documents_en.htm�


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/onlineservices/pador/index_en.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/onlineservices/pador/index_en.htm�





�  	Where the applicant and/or (a) partner(s) is a public body created by a law, a copy of the said law must be provided


� 	This obligation does not apply to natural persons who have received a scholarship, nor to public bodies nor to international organisations. It does not apply either when the accounts are in practice the same documents as the external audit report already provided pursuant to point 2 listed above.
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