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Combining forces for European development policy:  A new DG for Development and 
Cooperation – EuropeAid 
 
The European Commission can now speak with one voice on development and 
cooperation issues. The new Directorate-General (DG DEVCO) formally begins its work 
today and will be responsible for designing European development policy and delivering 
aid throughout the world.  
 
DG DEVCO brings together two former Directorates General: DG Development and DG 
EuropeAid. Having oonnee  aaddddrreessss  ffoorr  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ppoolliiccyy  aanndd  iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  will provide 
a single contact point for stakeholders both inside and outside the EU..  DG DEVCO will 
also be the single interlocutor for the European External Action Service (EEAS), and for 
all sectoral DGs. 
 
DG DEVCO will reinforce the ability of the EU  ttoo  ddeessiiggnn  ssttaattee--ooff--tthhee--aarrtt  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  
ppoolliiccyy  ffoorr  aallll  ddeevveellooppiinngg  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  aanndd  eennhhaannccee  ppoolliiccyy  ccoohheerreennccee  ffoorr  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  wwhhiillee  
ffuurrtthheerr  iimmpprroovviinngg  iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  aanndd  ddeelliivveerryy  mmeecchhaanniissmmss..  IItt  wwiillll  aallssoo  ddeeffiinnee  tthhee  ffuuttuurree  
ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ppoolliiccyy  ddrraawwiinngg  ffrroomm  the objectives of the EU's Green Paper on 
development policy  aanndd  ccoonnttrriibbuuttee  ttoo  gglloobbaall  cchhaalllleennggeess  aahheeaadd..  
  
DDGG  DDEEVVCCOO  wwiillll  ppllaayy  aa  lleeaaddiinngg  rroollee  iinn  tthhee  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ddeebbaattee  ffoorr  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  iinnvvoollvviinngg  
ddoonnoorrss,,  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss,,  ddeevveellooppiinngg  aanndd  eemmeerrggiinngg  ccoouunnttrriieess  aanndd  nnoonn  SSttaattee  
aaccttoorrss..  
 
The new DG will be headed by Fokion Fotiadis. After a short transitory period, the two 
DGs will be fully merged in a few months and a new structure will be in place by mid-
April.  
 
For further details, contact Stacey Vickers on Tel: +32 2 29 94153 or 
stacey.vickers@ec.europa.eu 
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