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Facts and Figures

e EC Contribution:
€ 850 000 (80 % of
the total)

e Duration: 2008 - 2012

e Beneficiaries: 36 266
habitants of Villazon

EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

Natural resources

Environmental management for the recuperation of land
in desertification areas in Villazon, Bolivia

Application of knowledge, technology and norms to work
against degradation of resources

The project of environmental
management has benefited our
community enormously. Our landscape &
will change, our climate will improve,
there will be more pasture and trees.
For us, the members of the community,
water is life.

Pascual Pedro Hilario of the
community Villa Concepcion, &
beneficiary of the dam "El Chorro"

Context

The degradation of natural resources has reached enormous
proportions. According to the Ministry of Sustainable Development and
Planning, 450 943 km? of Bolivia is impacted by desertification, affecting
almost 40% of the country and 77% of the population. A quarter of this
area shows particularly strong degradation, rendering it useless for
agricultural activities.

Objective

¢ Improve environmental management to preserve land in desertified
areas, applying knowledge, technology and norms to regulate land
use.

Impact

¢ 105 workshops in environmental management for authorities, trade
union leaders, farmers, teachers and students.

e Spontaneous regeneration of native pasture was observed in eight
ha of land. Management plans for the native pasture are being
constituted.

e The project is incorporated in the Municipal Development Plan of
Villazén. Families from three communities control their territories.

e Water availability has increased by 40 544m?3.
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Application of knowledge, technology and norms to work against
degradation of resources

Learning begins with the children - testimonial from a
teacher of the community of Casira Grande

"I am Francisca Llave Cacers, a teacher from the community of Casira
Grande. | teach my pupils how to preserve the environment and our
natural resources. Prior to the project, we touched upon environmental
issues, but we never had the training or resources to teach it properly.
Each teacher had to buy the books him/herself and availability of
environmental books was scarce .

Since the project began, we now receive educational material and

workshops where we learn methodical techniques of environmental
education. We have planted trees and maintain a compost heap which
we use for fertilising the school's vegetable garden.

Before, we didn't know anything about the problem of desertification,

but now pupils are more conscious and they explain their parents how to
protect the environment and not to waste soil. Some parents do listen to
their children, others don't. That's why we ask the project to expand the

environmental education to other teachers of older children too.
Because when pupils are older, their parents pay more attention to what
they say."
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