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European Commission

DG Environment

B- 1049 Brussels

Belgium

attn. Mrs Marianne Klingbeil, Head of Unit


Chemicals Division 

In your reply, please refer to File No.

File no. M:
711/17-0029

Ref.: beb/

Date 2 July 2004

Stakeholder consultation on: Adaptation to scientific and technical progress under Directive 2002/95/EC for the purpose of a possible amendments of the annex

Dear Mrs Klingbeil

The Danish Environmental Protection Agency hereby forward our comments on the stakeholder consultation document that you sent 3 May 2004.

By letter of 11 February you asked Member States whether they could support your approach of launching a stakeholder consultation prior to the completion of the planned independent study on exemptions. We replied by letter of 23 February 2004 that we could support the Commission’s approach on the understanding that the stakeholder consultation will provide the necessary knowledge base for deciding on possible amendments, in particular an account of the respective businesses’ efforts to develop alternatives avoiding the banned substances.

As we explained in our letter of 23 February we are of the opinion that there is a strong requirement for evaluating industry requests for exemptions on a thorough scientific knowledge base including routes of substitution of the banned substances. In our view, possible new exemptions should be restricted to applications that can be proven indispensable, taking the technical alternatives and the environmental and economic impact of present applications and alternative solutions into account.

A draft stakeholder consultation document was discussed at the TAC meeting 17 March 2004. On that occasion Denmark proposed amendments to the draft document. These concerned a detailed description of the application and functionality of the substance in question in the electrical and electronic equipment concerned. Further we proposed that the document should focus more on industry efforts to develop alternatives avoiding the banned substances, including outlooks for reasonable phase-outs.

We regret that these comments were not included in the final consultation document. We consider detailed information on the application and functionality of banned substances and on the possibilities of developing alternatives crucial for the assessment of industry requests for exemption and of possible deadlines for a phase-out.

With regard to the consultation on item no. 1 Deca-BDE (page 3 in the consultation document) we suggest that the Commission wait for the completion of the risk reduction strategy for Deca-BDE before considering an exemption for this substance. For the time being the risk assessment process for Deca-BDE under the Community chemicals legislation is not finalised. The risk assessment revealed uncertainties raising concern about the possibility of long-term environmental effects that cannot easily be predicted. Therefore, Member States agreed on carrying out a risk reduction strategy. When the risk reduction strategy is completed Member States will have to vote on the Deca-BDE risk assessment and risk reduction strategy according to the Community chemicals legislation.

We look forward to seeing the results of the stakeholder consultation and hope that these results make it possible for the TAC to evaluate the proposals for exemptions.

Finally we can inform you that we have informed our national stakeholders of this consultation round and invited them to send comments to the Commission.

Yours sincerely

Bernhard Brackhahn

beb@mst.dk
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