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5th July 2004 

Dear Sir/Madam
ELC
 comments on the Commission Stakeholders consultation on Adaptation to scientific and technical progress under Directive 2002/95/EC for possible amendment of the Annex.

The ELC Federation welcomes the opportunity to comment on the stakeholder’s consultation on adaptation to scientific and technical progress under Directive 2002/95/EC (Restrictions of the Use of Certain Hazardous Substances) for possible amendment of the Annex.

The aim of this paper therefore is to provide answers to the questions numbered 2, 4 and 10 (on pages 3 and 5 of the stakeholder consultation document) that relate directly or indirectly to the European Lamp Industry. 

The matrix on page 2 provides answers to the questions raised per application in the stakeholder consultation document.

The ELC Federation would also like to take this opportunity to provide details of additional exemptions already requested by the ELC for inclusion in the Annex of the RoHS Directive. These exemptions have been raised on several occasions in the past with the Commission and they can be found on page 3. We look forward to further clarification of the procedure for the evaluation of additional requests for exemptions as laid out in the letter dated 28th May 2004 (reference AP/cba D(2004) 741179) received from M. Klingbeil. We also look forward to feedback on the proposed checklist used to screen future exemptions, shortly due to be discussed by TAC members.

Lastly, we include a proposal for a common understanding on certain lighting terminology to avoid confusion in the future.

Sincerely,

Gerald Strickland

Secretary General

Answers to Questions Raised in the Consultation Document

	Question number and subject in Consultation Document
	Do feasible substitutes currently exist in(on) an industrial and/or commercial scale?


	Do any restrictions apply to such substitutes?

	What are the costs, benefits, advantages & disadvantages of such substitutes?

	Remarks

	2
	Mercury in straight fluorescent lamps for special purposes

	No feasible substitutes exist for Mercury in straight fluorescent lamps for special purposes.

	At present any potential substitutes are not viable.
	Their efficiencies are much lower and/or they are significantly more expensive.
	Please refer to the ELC Mercury paper prepared for the consultation on the ‘Development of an EU Mercury Strategy’. 

See link below.



	4
	Lead in Glass for Light Bulbs (incandescent &/or tungsten halogen lamps)

	Yes - but only in certain applications


	These substitutes cannot be used for all lamp applications on the market 

i.e. 

in high temperature environments such as oven lamps.


	Where substitutes are available, the efficiency of the manufacturing process is reduced and consequently manufacturing costs are higher.

	

	10
	Lead in high melting temperature type solders……

	Yes – but only partly.


	These substitutes cannot be used for all lamp applications on the market. These solders are needed for high intensity discharge & incandescent lamps to provide for safe electrical contact.


	
	


Additional exemptions requested by ELC 

A few essential applications of lead in lamps are not yet covered by the exemptions listed in the ANNEX of the RoHS directive, for example, the compounds and alloys present in some specific lamps listed below. 

These lamps and lamp components contain only very minor quantities of lead, typically 50 mg or less, which is essential for the lamps proper operation. Alternatively, the presence of lead in materials, e.g. alloys, might also be due to impurity levels typical to their production methods. 

Please find below therefore, a list of lamps, which necessitate the presence of minor amounts of lead that are as yet not covered by the exemptions listed in the ANNEX of the RoHS directive.

High Intensity Discharge (HID) lamps for professional U.V. applications, containing lead halide as radiant agent. 

· Lead is essential for creating the proper lamp emission spectrum and lamp efficacy.
Discharge lamps for special purposes containing lead as activator in the fluorescent powder (1% lead by weight or less). 

· Lead is essential for creating the proper lamp emission spectrum and lamp efficacy.

Discharge lamps for special purposes, which use lead in the glass envelope.

· This type of glass is required for transmission of appropriate radiation.

Discharge lamps containing lead in the form of an amalgam.

· Amalgam in some lamps is necessary to create smaller lamps used as substitute for less energy efficient incandescent lamps, mainly in high power applications.

Use of lead in solder and lead in glass solder for mercury free flat-panel discharge lamps.

· Solder with a concentration of 70 % lead is necessary to create a safe electrical contact on the plane glass surface.

· Lead containing glass solder is necessary to assemble the flat-panel glass envelope.  

It is the ELC position that these applications (since there are no alternatives) should be added to the list of accepted exemptions. 

Common Understanding on Definitions

As a final point in this consultation paper, we would like to draw attention to the fact that there appears to be some confusion between the definition of light bulbs in the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (2002/96/EC) & Restriction of the Use of Hazardous Substances (2002/95/EC) Directives, and the definition of light bulbs in the Eco Label Directive (1999/568/EC) dated 27 July 1999. 

The Eco Label wording refers to the term light bulbs as a generic term for all lamps. We suggest this should be referred to as 'light sources' in the Eco Label Directive. 

The WEEE Directive Annex 1b, point 5 excludes filament bulbs and the RoHS Directive exemption list mentions light bulbs. 

The ELC suggests therefore that the terms filament bulbs and light bulbs should as a rule be replaced by incandescent or filament lamps, in line with the intention of both the WEEE and RoHS directives.


The technically and scientifically accepted term incandescent or filament lamps, refers to two standardised lamp families:

· Tungsten filaments lamps for domestic or similar general lighting purposes  (IEC 60064).
· Tungsten halogen lamps (non-vehicle) (IEC 60357). 

For details of our RoHS Guidance document please consult the ‘library’ section of our website www.elcfed.org or click on the link below
.

�ELC Federation - Created in 1985, the European Lamp Companies Federation (ELC) is both the forum and the voice of the lamp industry in Europe. We represent the leading European lamp manufacturers, which collectively directly employ 50,000 people, and account for 95 percent of total European production, with an annual turnover in Europe of €5 billion. From the outset, our objectives have been to promote efficient lighting practice for a sustainable environment and the advancement of human comfort, health and safety. To this end, we monitor, advise and co-operate with legislative bodies in developing European Directives and Regulations relevant to the European lamp industry. 





� � HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/chemicals/mercury/consultation_responses.htm" ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/chemicals/mercury/consultation_responses.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.elcfed.org/documents/040318RoHS_Guidelines_Japan_GS.pdf" ��http://www.elcfed.org/documents/040629%20RoHS%20Guidelines_GS.pdf�
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